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NATURAL HISTORY.

THE SPIDER.

The spider has many encimes: and hence
tsweb is always i danger of bemg de-
anged and damaged ; to meet this meon-
enlence, nature has furnished the insect
with a magazine of materials for occasional
epairs, and which, although frequently ex-
hausted, still continues to be replenished ;
is reservoir, however, is drained in time.
Vhen spiders grow old, therr supply of
7um is dried up; but even when this cala-
nity happens, the cenmng cieuture is not
together destitute of resources which ayail
Lforsome time longer. A crafty old spuder,
aving no longer the means of securing a
pubsistence, seeks out a young oue, to wlich
tcommuuicates its wants and necessities ;
5on which the other, cither out of respect for
ld age, or from a dread of old pucers, re-
gsigns its place, and spins a new web in ano-
ther situation. But if the old spider can
find none of its species which will, either
from love or fear, resign its net, it must then
perish for want of subsistence

The water spider spins no web tocatch ts
prey; but, nevertheless, offers one of the
ost singular objects of contemplation,  If
e possessed no other evidence that the
orld had been planned and created by the
utelligent Being, the habits, proceedings,
d instincts of this little creature would
alone be sufficient to prove the fact. As
§3000 as it has caught its prey on the shore,
2t dives to the hottom of the waters, and
Ethere devours its booty. 1t is, theiefore,
8 amphibious animal; although it appears
wore fitted to live in contact with the at-
nosphere than with the water. The diving
ell s a modern invention; and few facts
ite our wonder more than the possibility
fa man’s being enabled to hive and move
the bottom of the ocean. This trinnph of
e2son over the unfriendly element, how ever,
8s anticipated by an insect—the spider in
uestion.  This creature spins some loose
ghreads, which it attaches to the leaves of
uatic plants; it then varnishes them with
glutivous secretion, which resembles hquid
tass, and is so elastic as to admit of con-
shderable distenticn and contraction; it next
yS @ coating of this same substance over
its own body, and underneath this coating
ntroduces a bubble of air.  Naturahists con
ecture it has the power of drawing this air
at the anus from the atmosphere at the i
Burface of the pool; but the precise mode
Fhich it is separated fiom the hody of the
Stmosphere, and introduced under the pelli-
gle covering the insect’s body. has not been
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clearly ascertained. Thus clothed, and
shining like a ball of quicksilver, it darts
through the waters to the spot in which it
has fixed its habitation, and ¢ isengaging the
bubbhle from under the pellicle, it dexter-
ously introduces it into a web formed at the
bottom of the water, ard at each journey
filling its habitation with a fresh bubble of
air, at length the lighter completely expels
the heavier fluid, aud the insect takes pos-
session of an wrial hebitation, commodious
and dry, finished in e very mudst of the
waters. Itis about the size and shape of
half a pigeon’s egg.  From this curious
chamber the spider hunts, searching some-
times the waters and sometimes the Jand for
its prey, which, when obtamed, is trans-
ported to thus sub-aquatic mansion, and de-

voured at lessure.— Family Library.

MORAL SCIENCE.

The Iaw of love is to a moral universe
what the law of gravitation is 1o 4 material
creation,  Each must be as extensive as the
kimmgdom 1t governs.  Gravitation governs
not only systems, but atoms of matter.—
Love to GGod and our neighbor must govern
not only nations and individuals, but every
thought, motive, design, feeling and emo-
tion of every imndiviqual.

The law o gravitation cannot be violated
without disturbance in matter.  The law of
love cannot be vidlated, without still greater
disturbance, and absolute suffering among
moral beings.

The whole material universe, every sys-
tem, sun. planet, and the minutest atom of
matter, all that can be brought within the
view Hf the telescope, or the microscnpo,
vields implicitand constant obedience to the
law of giavitation. There are hence, order,
regulanity, harmony. beauty and grandeur
among systems and atoms of matier.

In the moral creation there is almost a
universal and constant violation of the law
of love—of domg aswe would be done by—
of doing good to our neichboi, making our
neighbor the whole nteligent und animate
universe.  For the law of Jove or benevo-
lence, is substituted the law of selfishness;
and selfishness begets ambition, envv, ha-
tred, revenge; and they produce disturh-
ance, coimnmotions, contentions, war, dis-
case, rmn and death,

When the fundamental law of all moral
seience. and the ouly law, which can 1egu-
late a moral creation, receives ths <apie -
phicit and constant obedience, which matter
renders to iis law, the order, 1 gulanity,
beauty, karmony and sublimity in the wonat

universe, will infinitely surpass any and all
the operations, which ever were or eve
lre carried un, among atotus, wailds, p
SUNs 01 systels of watter.  "Fhen will
millennlum.—I"amily Lyceum,

A CATASTROPHE AT CHURCH,

A taste for music, as is ofte® the case,
was conjouned with the talent o Robert
Douglus for drawing ; and among other
modes of indulging 1t, he had Jomed an ame-
teur choir of gentlemen who sung the ser-
yice every Sunday in a certam church.—
That chuich was the one at whieh M r. Eves-
ham officiated—where cousin Sydney was
to preach on the conmung Sunday,and though
his natural feehngs prompted lim to fly us
far as possible from the place, he resolved
to command them, and to appear in the
orchesira as usual—though the etiort was co
great that he heard the beating of his heart,
as (listinctly as the treading of his feet, when
he entered the church-yard. Ile was not
aware of a party entering the holy precinets
by an opposite gate and about two stones
throw fuither from the church than he was.
These were Mrs. Furnivaland all her family
—Mr, Bvesham in fus “canonicals, cousin
Sydney and Captain Cronie; short, the
gioup of all others, that he would have least
wished to have encountered. My, Furni-
nival, with Alice leaning upon her grm,
walked the first, between the two Hergy-
men, a little hurried by the breeze, which,
however, 1o compensate for its hoisterous-
ness, did full justice to the well-turned ancle
and neat boots, ¢ Yes, cousin,” said she,
“ this is a fine old chuich : the tower Is one
of the very few remains of antiquity—"
““ Not at this door to-day,” said Mr. Eves-
ham, we have Just time to enjoy the sea
view—and will go 1 thiough theba ptistery.
Ah! vondesis Douglas with hispsalm book
Almighty God !—look !'—look '—

All eves followed bis finger, as, rigid
with horror, he stood rooted to the spot,
pointing towards the building. The tower,
which had resisted so many gales and the
safety whereof was in no wise lessened, (so
kuowing people had said) byits swinging to
and fro. whenever the full peal of bells was
rung—seemed for one instant to lean over the
body of the church, a hand’s length further
than it was wont; —so far as to be beyond
the possibility of recovering its balance.
The compact stone work began to tremble, ag
i agitated by sowe inward convulsion—the
unconscious ningers within applied all their
stienath to the 10pes—then the outer side
of the spire was sent with a sudden gash ;
and, wia along deafening sound, its whole



