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not to let it rest on the hips. A working-woman's costome of
grey linsey, & combination vest and tronsers with a loosa tunic
over, secmus well suited for womon cngaged in factory work.
One of theso costumes is described es consisting of u stocking
suspendor, a combined suit of thin flannel, worn next ths skin,
with, for winter wear, a high-necked sleeved suit of thick
flannel, and for summer a low-necked, short-slesved snit of
calico ; a skirt, with shaped band, buttoned on tho outer com-
bined suit, of bats'-wings, felt or alpaca, a2nd relieved by long
kilts at the bottom. The figuvre is woll sustained by a short
of crinoletts. There ars other models - one withs a loose serge
jacket, vost, and pegtop trousers and cloth gaiters ; and another,
exhibited by Mrs. Boecklin, of the United States, a kind of
short paletot, with long vest aud pcg:? trousers. Both these
are without skirts, and bhave been adopted by ladies in the

Dnited States for some time. A light serge boating dress, with |
long continuations, is a scnsible costume for Iadies who are
fond of rowing. Our notico of the exhibition would be incom.
plote were wo to omit to montion one or two very atiractive
ovening costames, one of which we illustrate (Fig. 8). It ia
exhibited by Madame Worth and Co., a Parisian modiste, and
shows a figare of a lady in a light dress of blue surat, large,
Joose, Albanian slceves, froely suspended from the shoulders.
The skirt is short, sud, with the trousers, is hung from the
waist. There is an elcganco in tho lines of draperies, which,
however, may be dsemed rather full, and the long, flowing
character of the bodice is quite out of scale with the short
frilled skirts, A dancing costume of blue satin and silk, trim-
med with lace, waistcoat and jacket-body, is certainly an im.
grovemont on the dresscs often worn at balls; and &0 is Ma-

ame Grace and Co.’s trouserloss costume, though it departs
little from the modern style.

1t is rather too soon to offer any very decided opinions upon
the merits of the new dress. Public taste and criticism are
invited by Mrs. King and her colleagues ; but wo think there
can be but one general opinion that the * divided skirt” or
trouser costume, a8 wo are hero confronted with it, is not that
best fitted for the female form. Even Mrs. King herself, in her
lecture on “‘Dress™ which we reported, has doubts in ber own
mind as to the propriety of the trouser as a proper covering,
for she is willing to allow that it is not a very beautiful gar.
ment. To our mind, it is far less graceful than the knicker. §
bocker. Toseo two frilled trouser legs appearing jnst abovs |
the boot, aud a few inches bolow the skirt, as in one Manches. ‘
ter model, might suggest a man in a woman's skirt ; bat no. |
thing can be uglier. The Bloomer costume, and many of the
peasant costames worn on the stage, would be far more artistio
as models. Everyone will readily admit a shorter akirt than §
that usually worn is desirable and proper for ladies’ walking
dress, 2ud for working and factory women and girls it is abso.
lutely necessary. The hanging of graceful drapery about the
waist withont restraining or fatigning the body is almost es-
sential to a perfect costume for women. Few of the reformers
have been very happy in their ideas. One of the most success.
fu! attempts by Meassts. Debenham and Freebody we have
illustrated {Fig. 8). Here the navy blae close-fitting jersey
conforms to without restricting the figure, and the skirt hangs
in gracefuol folds. Mrs. Nettleship has also shown some good
taste in her girl's dress, and for young girls the short skirt and
simple gathered waist, with kilted terminations, are very be- |
coming and exceodingly pleasing (Fig. 2). The smockfrock-
like gatherings to tho wrists and ueck are very sunitable, and
givo an slegance and finish. A portion of this work is drawn
in detail,

The exhibition must, of course, be viewed as a transitory
stage of the dress reform movement. Invitations are offered
for designs for the dress of the futare, for both gentlemen and
ladies, upon the conditions laid down ; thongh, as o
last one, a greater departure from ordinary dress is permitted.
It is remarkablo so few have attempted anything in the reform
of gentlemen’s dress, and, to our thinking, it was chieflyin
the dreas of the male portion of society that an artistic reform
was needed — The Building Neuws.
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