Leit Baviour, they indicate their expec-
wion that heaven is at langth to bo
teirnlace of rest; but with all this there
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topre- BB .0 ba an abvorption of the mind in
uh of B cares or the pleasures of life—a total
‘nse it B oot of that earnestness which should
A use BB orerize those who have intelligent-
€ £33 W fitened to the words of our Saviour,
w then B Us1ive 10 enter in at the straight gate.”
thouzb BB y,ore such an appearance,js presented,
2y 501 W v need not be surpris& that there
iled & 4014 be an indifference to the mainte-
nd 2) W Lo of Watchmen.  The cry of the
IC’I;;’; Wachmen might break in upon the rest

sAthose who would wish to slumber.—

en in- Syt jow important is it, when sudden

?nti-qr tstetion may be ready to fall upon

; hj}\e e who are saying poace and satety,

‘:“!“: it there should be a Watchman to
il

gand an alarm in God’s holy mountain,

f“""’fl tatall the thoughtless in the Jand may
au 3 S wemble.  When, in the midst of world-
‘;"1 o‘ Irengagements, wmen are so apt to lose
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st of spiritual things, how important
ititthat for every manageable company
there should be one who, removed from
te bustle and placed upon his watch-

wwer, way take an extended view of the

b they
erois

thers S €14 in which they are so busily engag-
foa R () and may discern for the purpose of
3“5“} tzely.warning, the stealthy approach of
22 O' S the enemy, or the indications of muster-
g:ﬁa g hosts advancing to an open contlict.

o confine our atrention for the pre-

tf"y* eat1o the duty of preaching the word,
m;' thecons'derations already adduced show
Jid

bow important it is for the right dis-
charge of & minister’s ‘luty, that he be
kept asmuch as possible out of that bus-
f in which others are engaged, in
wheie behalf he is to act asa Watchman.
The word which he is to preach is the
vord of the living God; and, however

ﬁ: ighly it may be handled at times even
oy by the most serious, there is a mest so-

ol lemn vesponsibility connected with it.—
'

Tosome it is the savour of Jite unto life,
toothers it is the Saviour of death unio
death; and who is suflicient for these
tungs? The right application of this
srument requires not only profound
&d prayerful consideration of the parti-
tular passages which the minister may
bring vefore his peaple, so that, in refer-
toce to the Seriptures themselves, he
&3y not handle the word of God deceit-
fully; but an intelligent and accurate
vew also of their particular circumstan-
3, 50 that he may be enabled to admi-
huter to thoge who are under his charge
Yerr food in due season, speaking, ex-
g, eod rebuking, it may be, with
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all authority. It s not to the mara acti-
vity that may be displayed in going from
place to ‘place, and in delivering tho
most carefully prepared discourses, thae
we look as to the proper discharge of
the duty of a watchman. These are so
far welf, and may be very edifying, in
the case of an occasional service from a
minister who in the providence of God
may have an opportunity of preaching
the word to an assembled congregation’;
but they are not etxuivalent to the proper
services of @ watchman. It is his duty
to mark the circumstances of his indivi-
dual charge, to make himself acquainted
with the dangers to which they are es-
pecially exposed—the errors, whether
in doctrine or in practice, against which
they need to be particularly warned; in

order that he may wisely adapt his mi-
nistrations to their wants. After the
most carcful consideration of circum-
stances, ministers may often feel that
they are like men drawing the bow ata
ventare. It becomes both them and
their people ever to remember, that it is
the Holy Spirit who is the skilful and

eflicient director of his own word to the
heart. Notwithstanding all this, it is

right in the oversight of the flock to en-
deavour to obtan such a knowledge of
its general state, and of the case a’so of
its individual members, that the address-
es, without being personal inghe offen-
sive sense of the term, may be appropri-

ate, may classify character, and may
make each hearer feel that the word of
the Lord has a particular bearing upon

him. Looking then to the use of means,

it is where minisiers are maintained dis-

tinctively as Watckmen that this object
can best be accomplished ; and we would
still press it upon our congregations that
it is for their own benefit that they
should make the eflort, by every sacri-
fice withun their power, to secure that
their pastors be among them, not as ons
of themselves, immersed in worldly bu-
siness and endeavouring by its toils to
provide things honest in thg sight of all
men, but as Vatchmen specially appoint-
ed to watch for their souls ; so that they
may not, from want of opportunity of
knowing the flock, address to those who
need to be roused by a consideration of
the tervors of the Lord those words of
consolation with which Christ binds up
the broken-hearted, and comforts those
that mourn; but that they may be in cir-
cumstances to act upon the exhortayion
of Jude, *of aome have compassion,
making a difforence: and others save



