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and perpetaate; and, in particular, to op-
pose Popery in all its forms, and Popish in-
stitutions, influences. and tendencies, where-
ver they may be found ; and to aim at a
Seriptural union azd uniformity in doctrine,
worship, and diseintive g the Chuarche
es of thvese lunds; in the use of all compe-
tent means, switable 10 present civcumstau-
cus, and consistent with the Wl of God
and the functions aud spirit of a C..orch of
Chnist”

We cannot deny ourselves the pleasure
of inserting vhe tolowing poition of the
speech ot De Candush in proposing, 1the
Act to the Assembiy.  Relerr ng 10 the
firs: five paragraphs of i, he says :

‘T'his is the substantial part of the Act;
and, iv traming it, we are inone sense suting
as a judiand cowrt in judgment. We are
judging a case of appeal. OQur brethien
have Lrought to us the appeal which the
brethren they represent lodged with the Ge-
neral Assembly of the Church of Scotlaud
upwards of a century ago.  ‘Thatis the at-
tuude in which they come to us. We are,
as 1t were, transported buckwards along the
stream of time for more than & century.—-
We recognise this night events as if ihey
were fresh which are now matter of lustory
more than a hundeed years old.  We take
up this niglit virwally and substantally an
appeal lodged with the General Assembly
nivre than a century ago, and we dispose of
that appeal.  (Hear, hear.) OQur brethren
come tv us profussing to represent the breth-
ren who then laid that appeal apon the ta-
ble of the General Assembly.  We receive
them in that character. 1t is 2 historical
transaction which is this night to be con-
sununated.  ‘Fhey come to us tracing ther
historical descemt from the brethren who
1aid that appeal on the table of the Clinrch,
(Applause.)  We receive them tracing our
historical de-cent from the Church with
whuch they lodged that appeal.  {Renewed
applawse.) It was an appeal, not agamst
the Church, but agaiust the prevailing par-
ty in the Church.  (Continued cheers.) It
was an appenl against a party who weie
tranusgressing the laws, and who ware com-
pronusing the principles of the Chusch-—
the ¢ huich as she should be seen and be
found represented in a feee, faubful and re-
fortning Assembiy.  Tins is the character
in widcn our brethren come 1o us, and we
receive wem. clauning for otizeives 10 be,
what they recognise us 1o be, the Church 1o
which they appealed against a prevailing
majority—the Church as represented m a
free, faithful, and reforming Assembly.—
{Applause.} We mutaally claim, as in the
sight of each other, histonical descents and
historical identities. They come tc us
claiming a histovical character to them-
selves, and owning & historical character in
ns; and as they own our bistorical charac-
ek, we bave no hesitation inacknowiedging
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theirs, (Cheers.) And so we are now git.
ting, as we would have been sitting some.
what about a century ago, and wre \‘irluully
wwd substuntindly  tuking up that appen) <
What we are doing this night m® substauce
ig, that we 1everse the sentences apansg
which they appealed—(loud cheers)—we
sustain tie appeal of these I»rclhrcn—(re.
aewed cheers)—wce reverse the sentences of
which they complained. WWe sustain that
appeal ; aud, in virtue of susaining i, as-
sutleie than of all offences, and  recogiase
them as mnisters of the Churelr of deot.
Lind. (Great appiause.) Aund when we
comedown o the wmove inmediate ground
of this re-nnion,—for a breach which has
Insted for mure than a century cannot well
be healed without sume ground of common
utderstanditg,—we not merely sustain the
appeal ot these brethren, reverse the semen.
ces appeabed agamst, and repone them 1o
the otnee trom which they were anrigteous.
Iy deposed, or ruther substanually dociare
the senteuces to be nall and void,—whiie
we do this, we also ray, that as 1egards the
particalar document upon the grouud of
which they propose 10 unite with us, we are
thoroughly satsfied that this union mvohes
no compromise whatever on ther part, aud
no ¢ miprowise at all on ours. (Hew) It
is not a wmon, or a re-univn rather, vased
on compromise, but, on the contrary, inthis
age m which the Church is rather apt to be
drawn in a hine of ddfection towards a spu-
rivus liberahty, and lattudinaviamsm, and
inditierence 10 great and essential tuths—
{hear, hear)—1 hail tis umon or  re-union
as the lifting up of u standard whick wil
rally Scotnsh Presbyteriaus again on the
old grouud upon winch they stood and
fought before.  {Cheers.) 1 hail this unwn
or re-union as the erecting a plaforn upon
which we can auew, as it were, rally our
ranks against all tendencies to defection—
T'his union or re-union, is, in my mnd, ve-
Ty valuabic as & noble testimony to great
essennal Chiistian truths. It is not merely
a matual complimenting of une another e
tween o brunches of the Church of Christ
inthis land. It is vot merely that they ac-
knowledge onr cluims, and that we achnow-
fedge thews, histonenfly viewed—we unite,
not merely upon historical identiy. but we
unite upon the identity of great prineples.
(Hear, hear.) We unite on the ground of
being of one mind, and of one heartm hoid-
ing. and maintumng, and practically carry-
ing out, great and fundamental vuths ot the
Word of God, which to a large eXtent are
compromised in this age of compromise.—
In purticular. weunite upon the lngh ground
of Christ's glorious and sovereign Hewulhip
over the Church, which He hath purchased
with His own bloed. We unite upon the
ground of his sole and exclusive govern-
ment of the Church, which is His body;
and, more than that, we nwite upon the
ground of Christ's glorious and sovereign




