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'T ýVO Methodists tried conclusions for the
Imayor's chair in Toronto last Monday. Dr.

Douglas must have been satisfled.

THE ininister who talks continually about some
"icase " that is, or bas bcen before the church

courts, does flot usually say much about sermons or
books.

IF Presbyterians wvere as particular about ortbodxy
1 in giving, as they are about orthodoxy in

teaching, instead of one heresy case we might have
several thousand.

COM PARE the spiendour of the World's Fair atCChicago with the condition of the 150,000

bu man beings in that city wbo are now clamouring
for bread, and you have a striking illustration of
the tendency of the Adani family to go to extremes.

THERE is not so much said about congrega-
*tonal meetings as about some of the other

ecclesiastical meetings, but wve venture to say con-
gregational meetings are among the most important

* meetings held in the church. The congregation is
* the basis of everything in the chu rcb. If congrega-

tions prosper, everything in the churcb prospers.
If congregations decline, everytbing declines. And
yet people often take more interest in a fisocial'
than they take in the congregational meeting.

-O NE can easily understand bow people who like
to listen to arguments sbould crow.d into a

court roomn to hear distinguiished couinsel conduct a
crirninal, case. But why hundreds of presumably
civilized and christianized men should gather from
ai parts of a township to gaze at a fellow-creaturc
wvhose only dlaim to notice is that be has been ac-
cused of, murder is a mystery that even coroners
seem unable to comprehend. Manifcstly there is a
good deal of taste in this country that might bc
improved, and a goodly number of people w~ho have
not much to do at home.

* A PART from considerations of study, the Knox
j-jCollege post-graduate session should be a
pleasant tbing. Two weeks spent in Toronto wil

* help to break the back of the winter, and enliven one
of the dullest months in the year. Then the meet-
ing of old friends, and the making of new~ ones wvill
be pleasant and profitable. One of ýthe most ac-
complished ministers in the Presbyterian church of
this country used to say that an occasional hour or

* two spent in a large book store was no small part
of a ministers' education. He wvas right, even if the

* minister bought nô books;- and he generally buys
one or two. The expense of the session need be
littie more than the railway fare, as the Alumni
Association, if notifiei in time, will provide homes.

* HE l>resbyterians of Ulster have long had-theTbest systcm of Presbyterial visitation ini the
woland they secm to have cxhausted the possi-

bilities of their system. There arc cases of minis-
terial inefficiency, the Belfast Witzess thinks that
cannat bc ver>' well met by a Presbytery. The
niembers of Presbytery are the next door neigh-
bours of the inefficient brother, and naturally they
do flot like to.interfere with bum. The Witnesshas
laid its finger on the weakest spot in the Presby-

* terian systeni. Who has not seen dozens of cases of
the kin d referred to. It is a ver>' unpleasant dut>'
to teil, a ruinisterial neighbour that his lack of prepa.
rationj for the pulpit, or the slovenly ruanner in which
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lie does bis pastoral wvork, or some other cause, is
ruining his congregation.- The duty is ail the mole
unpleasant because everybody knowvs the moment
any action is taken, aIl the cranks and lewd fcllowvs,
and personal enemies, and loud.mouthed brawlers,
and men under discipline in the congregation will
join in the cry against the minister. Stili thte dut>'
devolves upon soniebody. A writer in the Wihjess
suggests that an independent committee of the Gen-
cral Assembly should investigate ail cases of in[
steriai inefflciency. A cominittec of Synod
would suit Canada bettei. The suggestion i5 well
worth considering. QI course there wvould bc the
usual cry about interférence with the rights of lres-
byteries. If Presbyteries cannot, or will flot do
their duties, they should not object to having them
done by some other body.

"çHAN Canon Hincks, of Windsor, there is no
j.more earnest, dcvoted, self-sacrificing niinister

in any churcb lu Canada. The wvorthy gentleman
shook up his congregation anti macle wbat has been
described as a " tremendous sensation," the other
Sabbath, by the followingr paragrah in bis sermon-

"I amna Socialist myseif, and it is cnaugb ta make any
one the saine rhen they sec poverty on every side-mca,
women and childrcn actually starving for the want of food,
while others bave an over-abundance of moncy and spend
their tirne in tryiag ta squeee more aut of their unlortunate
brothers.

IlYeu are nat satisfied ta iasist on social distinctions dur-
ing the week, but you must bring theni into the church, the very
house of God, the place abovealal others wbere we would ex-
pect to sec the ricb and poor.sittg sida by side. Here in this
church you iasist on paying for a seat in order ta kecp as far
away as possible frani thase whom yeu aie plcastd tea tern
your social iaferiors. Do you realize that if this is continued
blond wiII lie running down your streets, and brothers wilI be
fighting aganst eacb other i that awful coaflict ?

IlI asic you Io listen ta those cries frarn the huagry and
distzessed. Give te them from your abun dance. Share witb
them whbat you have, and in so doing you wiIl save the whole
world frora the awful judgmnt that will atherwise be cast
upon it. 1 warn you, and if yuu value Ibe safety of yau chil-
dren, let net this warning go unheeded. '

That is a good whoesome talk and does infinite
credit to Canon I-incks, even if bis views do seeni
somewbat extreme. Better a thousand times over
ta bave an honest, mnaul> man in tbe pulpit, with
apparently extremne views on any question, than a
creature who panders and toadies to 'lsociet "' and
is afraid ta sa>' bis littie soul is his owvn.

G OOD Presbyterians sometime'l ask, hy this
discussion about changes in the systeni af

Presbyterian goverument ? I-as not the systeni
worked fairly well in Canada? Wby talk about a
modified itinerancy and other changes ? The an-
swer is easy. There neyer wvas much strain on the
system until the present time. So long as towns
and townships were steadil>' filling up with people
an>' kind af a systeni that organized a congregation
and found a reasonably suitable minister for it dcl
well enough. But things have cbanged. Many
communities are at a standstill lu the mnatter of popu-
lation and somne are going back. The strain cornes
with a stationar>' or diminishing population. The
people too have cbanged considerably. The origin-
al Scotch and North of Ireland settiers were a
church going people strongly attached to Presby-
terianism. They went long di stances to chuicli and
werit without any coaxing. Iu these modern days
church connection wvth many people is largely a lik-
ing for a minister. If they hiappen to like the min-
ister they attend church, but only so long as they
like the minister. The difficulties of the minister
have also changed. In the early daysthé obstacles
were largely physîcal. Long distances had to'be
traveiled over rough roads. The boarding arrange-
ments were sometimes rather primitive. But the
people were kind. Tbey were willing to beorganiz-
ed and anxious ta bhear the gospel. There wias no
list of fift> caididates ta make a selection froni.
Under these circumnstances there wvas ntuch good
work, and little strain. The real strain is corning
now with a diminisbing population and *people large-
ly changed lu their tastes and habits.

W E Have just been examining the IlTeachers'
Preparation Leaft "' and the Home

Study Leafiçt," intendccl more especially foi schol-
ais. They are both published weekiy by the! Gen-
eral Assembly's S. S. Cornmmittee, the former by -an
editing committie, cansisting of Rev. T. F. ýFother.
ingham, MA., jas. Tumnbull and Princiçial Kirkland.
The two aîds are adaptedto each, other, so that
teacher and -scholar are prepared to mecet one an-.
other, baving goîte over in ,their- study -the.sanie
gro.uad accarding to- the same general method. This
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is an important matter for bath #&cacher and scholar.
The infornation iu b6th, while condensed, is clearly
arranged, and the memor>' 15 thus helped to acquire
and retain it. For the scbiolar especially, but for
the teacher as well, we like bath these subjects and
their order as thus given in the Home Study Leaf-
let: the Golden Text ; coriit to memory ; prove
that; Shorter Catechism; and this, IlAlways bring
your Bible and Shorter Catechism to Sabbath
School ;» daily portions to be read are given from
the selections of the International Bible Reading
Association. Children well taught.according to the
systtm here laid clown, cannat but growv up ground-
cd in ail that has macle their forcfathers so notable
2. power wherever tbey hiave been found. These
helps, it may bc added, are so cheap as ta bc ivithin
reach ofithe poorest Sunday school. They are pub-
isbed weekly at five cents a year by Rev. T. F.

Fotheringham, St. John, NB

LT is a hopeful thing fur our church, ancl a step
altqgetl:er in the riglit direction, to sec beconi-

ing much more frequent than formeri>', Vresbyteries
holding conferencesupon subjtcts of vital importance
ta the spiritual 111e of congregations, and apart- froni
ordinary Toutine business. Here is ahe, a specimen
of many wvich miglit be easily pointed to ; it is, that
of the Presbytery of Barrie. Aternoon -rayer
meeting, Rev. Dr. Granit presiding; IlFrayer for
aw.akeried spiritual life i our congregations ;" 3-5,,
Confrenc-Rev. R. Burnett presiding; subject .
IlHFow we may promote religiaus life of congrega-
tions," introduced by the Rev. J. Carsw.ell, in ten,
minutes ; Il Difficulties in the wvay ;" Il Methods of
wprk." Discussion in five minute speeches. 5-5.30,
Testimonies on special metbods of service. Even-
ing-7.30-9. Influence af the pewv on the pulpit.
Rev. A. B. Dobson presiding. -~ Howv the pulpit may
be macle more effectuaI." Iutroduced by the Rév.
J. Leishman. 9-i0, "Responsibility af Eiders and
Managers for the prosperous wvrking af congrega-
tians." The rangye ai subjects which nigbt be dis-
cussed iu snch conférences with the greatest profit
ta bath ministers and people is practically without
lmit, antd the way ta make them,most highly. uselul
is ta approacli tbem in a prayerful spirit, sa that
beginnin.g ivith a prayer meeting is a most happy
idea. Havîng sucli a conférence continued in the
evening could not but quicken tbe.interest and spirit-
ual life ai people as well as ministers and be thus«
productive of the best resuits.

ANO TUER VEAR.

W TITH this issue we wvish for ail aur subscrib-
Vers and readers a Happy New Year and

man>' Happy New Years. Toal aur contributors
and correspondents especially, who -by their generous
aid have greatly added ta the interest and profit ai
aur columns, do we wish a H-appy New Ycar. The
patience of some bas no doubt been aten'taxed*by
baving ta vait for their contributions ta sec the
light Toa al ai theni we uow render thanks and
assure therniai aur appreciation ai the.ir patience
and farbearance. It is necessary ta study variety
in serving up the weekly bill 'of intellectual ancd
spiritual fare, and so it bas aten happened that,
things goad in themselves, have, we trust, been-
made better by being set iu appropriatesurround-
ings. Froni ail ai his co-labourers the Editor would
respectfülly bespeak a cantinuance ai their valued
assistance. His consciouess aif thje great limita-
tions ai bis knawledge, mâ,kes*hlm ail the more value
their aid.

In looking forward ta another year, ta use an
aid and familiar Scottish phrase, 'if spared and
weil," the mast earnest.desire and aim ai Publisher
and Editor are ta keep before them-s'eZ d.t-2
ta attain a higher idealaof usefulness in evcry respect,
especially ta thé Presbyterian Churchi and* ta the
cause ai Christ ivhich embraces within itself
ever>' good cause. 'For this end few, if auy, départ-
ments ai labour .affer greater appartunitieis than
j oumnalismn. It offerà. opp ortunities for instruction,
for inspiration. and setting at ivork influenùces for
go>od or for-evil whose results in 'tife and éternity
are incalculable. -Questions ai the most gênerai
and comprehehsive kind are- agitatiug the whoie.
Christiatwarld and inviting discussion,. in which
the bestl intellect and mast am.ple knÔâwlcdge cati
find fuit scope for-exercise. Let ý1894-be fruitful.o*'
intelléctual-activity iu the, inv 1etigatiàn and discus-
sion ai sème oai t'ase far-reachi g, quesions.-'''

Mari>' subjeets affecting. aur own, Chu rch are caTi.-
ingYor fresh discussionî,and 1ièresyterianism, toi retain
its lzldahdwield its Yaturaly graJ fluënce4ôor


