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- THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

MNONTREAL NOTES.

(Frox our 0wN CORRESFONDKNT.)

A special meeting of the Presbytery of Montreal was held
on Thursday, when the call to Rev. L. II, Jordan, B,D., of
O 11alifax, from Erskine Church, was Iaid on the table. The
BN call was signed by two hundred and seventy-seven members
and seventy-seven adherents, and was supported by Rev,
R. H. Warden, Messrs. King, Davis, and Hutchison, The
call was unanimously sustained, and ordered to be forwarded
to the Presbytery of Halifax.

Cote St. Antoine isthe name of the municipality adjoining
the City of Montreal on the west. Though a separate
E municipality, it is virtually a part of the city and its most
progressive suburb, being inhabited by persons engaged in
business in Montreal. The population is almost entirely
English-speaking, and of late ycars many finc villas have
L been erected.  The Presbyterian families are identified with

the city churches.  Recently a movement has heen made to
@ have Presbyterian services in Cote St. Antoine, and several
: meetings have been held with this end in view. Theanove-
ment has the sympathy of the Sessions of the City Churches,
and bids fair to prove successful. A canvass is being made
of the Presbyterian families in the municipality, and thus far
they have subscribed about $1,000 per annum toward the
support of ordinances, and upwards of $2,000 for the erection
2 of a church, There are about forty Presbyterian families in
¢ the district, and as these have all more or less contributed
towards the building of the city churches with which they
f are now connected, it is conlidently anticipated that in re-
turn they will receive substantial help towards the crection
b of the contemplated church building in Cote St. Antoine.
& At present there is a vigorous Sabbath School under the
¥ superintendence of Mr. A. C. Hutchison ; and, as the muni-
R cipality is likely to make rapid strides theic is good prospect
X of a large self-supporting congregation, being established ere
¥ long, the more so that most of the people are 1n comfortable
k circumstances.
¥ The congregation of Taylor Church, established a few
 years ago in the castern portion of the city, is making satis-
actory progress under the Rev. J. J. Casey, B.D., its first
E pastor.  The church building and site are entirely free from
g debt, as are also the Sabbath School rooms erccted two
 years ago.  The Sabbath School, with Mr. James Brown as
Superinterident, numbers upwards of two hundred. The
E church membership has more than doubled in three years, it
being now one hundred and twenty, and the contributions of
B the congregation towards the minister’s salary have increased
j from $400 10 $800 per annum, every year an addition having
¥ been made. | The envelope.and plate collections last year
mounted to $1,184, an average of about $23 per Sabbath,
E or nearly.$10 per communicant.  In addition to contributions
or ministerial support, the congregation contributed last
pear a little over $100 for missionary purposes. This is an
¢ cxceedingly creditable record, especially when it is borne in
it mind that the congregation consists entirely of the working
b classes, the contrast between the castern and western sections
g of the city being very marked in this respect in Monireal, as
¥in most other cities. The congregation of Taylor Church
E hids fair soon to outgrow its present church accommodation.
4 A fortnight ago last Sablath the ordinance of the Lord's
g Supper was administered at the Pointe-aux-Trembles schools,
&and a most deeply interesting and solemn service it was,
The congregation consisted of the one hundred and twenty-
Bone pupils at the schools, together with the teachers and
htheir familics, and a few friends. The ministers officiating
Bwere Prof. Coussirat, Messrs. Warden and Robertson,
2 (Eromanga.) The singing was most hearty and inspiring,
¥and the staid demecanour and marked attention of the
icarcrs most exemplary.  Thirty -cight partook of the Lord's
¥ Supper, (wenty-cight of whom were pupils. Eleven of
gthese ther made professian of their faith in Christ for the first
ftime. Inthcafternoon Mr. Robertson grave a briefaddress on
his work in Eromanga, and examined the pupils as to their
acquaintance with God's Word., He manifested much surprise
g2t their intimate knowledge of the Bible, and its Icading
doctrines, and stated that he had never come in contact with
g any mission work that so thoroughly met his approval and
f reached his ideal.  The schools are in admirable condition.
R Thc pupils hold a »myer mecting weekly, attended and
conducted by themsclves alone. They range in age from
hirteen to twenty-cight years, Many of them are camest,
gdevoted Christians, and, as was remarhed lately by one who
as had large and intimate cxpericnce of mission work,
fit is doubtful if in comnection with any church or sociely
here is an institation more worthy of sympathy and support
Sthan these Pointe-aux-Trembles schools.

The Rev. John McEwen, Scerctary of the Sabbath school
BAssociation of Ontario, was in the city this week and addressed
Ehc students of the Presbyterian and Methodist Colleges on
riday-afternoon,

Rev. P. McF. McLcod, of the Central Church, Toronto,
Qs announced to preach on Sabbath first in Erskine Church,
pund the Rev. E. F. Torrance, M.A., of Peterborough, on
BRhe 22nd inst.  Mr. Torrance on the afternoon of that day
Biccturcs in the David Morrice Hall on ** Critical Theorics of
ghe Life of Cheist,”

The Rev. R Warden, of this aty, preached in St
Aundrew's and Knox Churches, Ottawa, on Sabbath last in
the interests of the Augmentation Fund, Last year, St.
Andrew's Church contributed about $1,100 to the Fund, and
itis expected that both it and Knox Church will do well this
year,

The Phutosoplical and Literary Society of the Presbyter-
ian Cudlege here have issued  invitations to a large number
of the Presbytenans of the city to a conversazione to be held
in the David Monice Hall on Friday evening, zoth inst.

Y ORITUARY.

MR, HUGH MCRAY.

Mr. Hugh McKay, the subject of this sketch, was bomn
in 1820, in the parish of Farr, Sutherlandshire, Scotland,
and the next year the family moved to the parish of Tongue,
in the same shire.  In 1845 he® married and emigrated to
Canada.  After teaching school for several years in Nelson
and Trafalgar, in the County of Halton, he moved, in 1853,
to Georgetown, where he entered mercantile life, remaining
in it until his death.  Upon his arrival in Georgetown, he
immediately interested himself in church work, becoming a
teacher in the Union Sabbath-School, then in existence,
and striving ungemittingly to gather together the scattered
Presbyterians of the place.  When the church was regu-
larly organized through Rev. Dr. Burns, in 1880, Mr. Mec-
Kay was one of the *hree men chosen and ordained as elders
of the Georgetown branch of the charge.  Some years after,
Rev. Robert Ewing was inducted pastor, and then the
Presbyterians formed a Sabbath-School of their own, Mr.
McKay being chosen superintendent, which office he ably
filled until the end of his Efe. Ife was during late years
also treasurer of the congregation and clerk of the scssion §
at meetings of session his counsel was all the more valuable
because of his long and varied experience.  All will bear
witness to his faj\hfulness in the dark days of the church’s
vacancies. Onfy at the last annual meeting, it may be
added, he resigned the secretaryship of this branch of the
Bilile Society, which positicn he had filled continuously for
twenty-five years,  We knew not that his life's work was so
nearly over, but soit was; on January 20th, apparently with-
out a moment’s warning, he fell from heart disease, and in
one short minute God had called him away.

We all mourn one, whose loss we shall deeply feel 5 one,
whose life in connection with the Sabbath-School, the con-
gregation and the session, as well as in the community, was
for over thurty years one of honoured usefulness, and who,
we believe, has passed away from a labour of love to a ser-
vice of truer joy above. Our truest sympathy 15 extended
to the bercaved wife and family in this great and unex-
pected trial, and our prayer is that He, who has promised
to be a father to the ftherless, and a friend to the widow,
may richly fulfil His pronmise to them. W. G. W,
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Sabbath School Teachet.

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
e} "PAUL SENT TO FELIX. {Asas

Gorpes TEXT.—*“Yetif any man suffer as a Chris-
tian, let him not be ashamed ; but let him glorify God
on this behalf,"—1 Peteriv. 16.

Time.~—May, 55, A.D

Introductory Review.—1. \Who first “laid hands” on
Paul? 2. What charges did they make? 3. Who was
¢ that Egyptian2” 4. What defences did Paul offer from
the top of the stair? 5. At what pownt was he interrupted 2
6. What broke up the Council mecuing of the next day 2

INCIDENTAL TO'CS,

Felix. —A freedman, who becaire governor of Palestine
about 52 A.D. The historian, Taattus, says, * He exer-
cised the authonty of a king wath the-disposition of a s.ave,
i all manner of czuclty and lust.” By the help of a mag-
aan, pamed Simon (perhaps, Simon Magus), he enticed
Drusilla from her husband and married her himself. It was
before them that Paul reasoned of “* rightcousness, temper-
ance and judgment to come ”—a fit theme for such an audi-
ence. He has heen charged with countenancing robberies
and ennching hinsell with the spoils.  Te had a brother in
favour at the Roman Court, who protected him from de-
served pumishment, but no doubt his sin fuund him out. Al-
though history does not reveatl A4 fate, his wife Drusilla and
child perished in an eruption of Mount Vesuvius.

‘Troops. —~The Romansoldicrsweredivided into Prectorian
guards, which served in Italy, and legionary teoops which
served in the provinees. . -

A Jegien consisted of from 3,000 to 6,000 soldicrs, There
were, besides auxiliarics, armed with pikes, ealled spearmen,
and a regiment of cavalry attached.  There were probably
35,000 of these troops in Judxa, and 3,000 in the Tower of
Antonia,

EXVLANATORY.

1. Therulers take counsel together againstthe Lord,
and against His anointed.

_The enemy is becoming desperate—they have had Paul
twice in their hands and twice he ' has eseaped.

1 1 A c{ entes
into & conspiracy that can searcely fail to accomplish their

object. The parties to that conspiracy are the Corencrl and
Jorty assassins,

Ver. 1215 ; Assassins, called Sicarii, because they car-
ried a short dagger under their garments, by which they
murdered those who happened to hecome alious to them.
Probably some at least of these forty men balonged to that
class—others may have been from a’distance, trom IEphesus,
or some other place where aul urganized churches and had
S0 WANY enemies,

Oath: They bound themselves with an oath that they
would neither cat nor drink until they had killed Paul. That
oath was a prayer that God would curse them unless they
carried out their purpose.  Some of them may have thought
that *“ they were doing God service,” according to Christ's
predictions ; but we need ndt attach too much importance
to the oath as an evidence of sincerity, because they always
had a back door by which to cscape the consequences of an
oath when it became impossible to carry out their designs.
It must be done speedily, as they were not Lo eat or drink
until he is shain.  Not take time to let passion cool.

Counceil : \What an idea they had of the moral character
of the Council, to dare to make such a proposal ! But they
had seen enough in the last few days to justify their expee-
tations.

Co-operation : They ask not only for assent, but co-opera-
tion, and they get both. The Council is to tell aZie, to
cnable them to commit a murder. It is not said that tne
Council entered into the contract, but it iscentain that Paunl's
nephew reported the situation correctly.  Ver. 20.

Did the Pharisees agree ?  The Pharisees became friendly
before-—possibly when they had time to reflect they felt
more indignant than ¢ver, liml Paul got the better of them
by dividing the Council ; at any rate the Sadducees had a
majority.in the Council.  The High Priest was a Sadiducee.
Thus the plot is skilfully laid. It is in all respects likely
that the Chief Captain will give them another chance of ex-
amining Panl, as the last examination was interrupted,
and forty desperate men can scarcely fail in doing the awful
deed. They could overpower the unsuspecting  guard
leading Paul to the judgment hall before the situation
could be realized. In addition tu all thi, so far as can he
seen, the Christians of Jerusalem are inactive.  Paul seems
to be, like his Master, ** treading the wine press alone.”

11. He that sitteth in the Heavens shall laugh—the
Lord shall have them in derision.

It is amongst the most interesting of studics to cxanune
the different instances in which God allowed His people 10
be taken in the net until, to all human appearances, there
was no escape, and then suddenly the meshes are broken
and the enemy is confounded.

Sce Isracl at the Red Sea; David's many hair-breadth es-
capes from Saul ; Hezekiah and Sennachenb ; Daniel in the
den 3 Peter in prison, cte.  Sce job V. xz-:s.fora beautiful
description of the manner in which *“ He disappointeth the
devices of the crafty,” and **saveth the poor from the sword.”

The Lotd used fivo circumstances o disappuint these men
and save Paul. .

1. Pauls nephewe: The presence of this young lad in
Jerusalem at this time turns the tables.  Why he is here is
nct known. \Whether in school, as Paul was formerly, or
whether his mother lived here; whether he sympathized
with Paul’s vicws, or simply acted from nalumi aficction,
all is uncertain -at any mate he overheard what was guing
on, and went and told Paul, who was always accessible to
fricnds.

Paul was in good spirits that day, through the vision of
the night before.  He quictly asks a_ Centurion to lead his
nephew to the Chief Captain—for he had sumething to
communicate - -and awaited the results.  The Lord had un-
dertaken to carry him to Romeand why should he bie afraid ?
So the Lord has undertaken to carry us to heaven, who
trust in Him, why should we tremble when terrors frown 2

2. Pauls citizenship: Aleady at Philis)pi it served him
well.  Now again it sccures respect.  Had he been 2 com-
mon prisaner the Centurion might not have tegarded him,
and the Chief Captain might have given little heed to the
warning. But ltom:m citizenship guaranteed immediate
attention.  The time is coming when citizenship of heavent
will be the passport to the world’s greatest honours,  Ps. xlv.
The Captain kindly takes the young man by the hand, leads
him asidc and listens. The cagerness of ver. 21, . * But
do thou not yicld to them,” sounds like a #03%s voice. His
story believad.  Lysias decides with the promptitude of a
soldicr, that Paul must leave Jerusalem that night, and gives
orders accordingly.  Off to Caesarea o panty of 200 legionary
soldiers, 200 spearmen, seventy horse, and beasts on which
to sct Paul, arc ready, and they are away by nine o'clock at
night — before the request of the Council is presented, ot any
of these wide-awake assassins know what is poing o
They went that night to Antipatris, about forty-five miles.
Thence to Ciesarea, about twenty-five miles, the hersemen
went alone the next day, the infantry returning to i]crusxlcm.
So large & company was necessary on account of the very
unscttled state of the country at that time.

Paul Wwas put into the hands of Felix, the Governor, with
the letter frum Lysias, cxplaining and shghdy «olonring the
situation. Hc is commilted to await his trial when his
QCCUSCTS ATe COmC,

To Paul, in an cminent degree, belonged the beatitude :
“‘Blessed are ye when men revile you and persecute you,
and shall say all manner of cvil against you falsely, for my
sake.”

SUGGESTIONS.

1. How sin perverts men's thoughts as to what 1s pleasing
to God. Ver. 12,

2. What a travesty of religion church courts may become,
Ver. 14.

3- The valuc of natural atfection to socicty. Ver. 16,

4. The coolness that comes from neamnessto God.  Ver. 17,

5. The dignity of decision of chamacter.  Ver. 23.
6. How unscarchable are His judgments and Tlis ways
past finding out.  Ram, ii. 33,



