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gu.g. sghe will not iave to wor> . uard ;spoorCIcley. for
80 little."

CHATTAR IV,

** Madame hiasdetermined to buy & property at 84, Gloud ;
shesays it is charming, and nhe wishes Augusie to ba a
pgropridtaire. 1'm sure Madamwse thinks he'll be at ths top
of soclety dirootly. Poor Augustel I think Le will often
Jawent Lisson Gir vo and Lis pretty garden.”

** What is becotae of the magann, Flo 1 inquired Mrs,
VWilkinson, with some mxle:r.

Teon yoars liave olapsed since our last chaplor, when
Hittia Flo received the paternal permission to develop her
talent, and Flo Is grown into a very preity litile woman,
still on the sunny side of thirty, extremely well dressed,
sud bearing a look of easo and comfort that are a very
pleasant ndvance upon her girlish state.

Mrs. Wilkinron, oo, is handromely snd solidly dressed
and the bare scantiness of Ivy Colu%; has been mvlle«i
by ootnpetence, and elegant {f somowhat brigbl furniture,

« Wbt is to bocomo of the magarin, Flo?"

Do not be afraid, mother," exclaimed ¥Flo, throwing her
arma round her mother's veck, and kissing lier demotatra,
tively. ** Madamo will not forges the magasin, never fear.
uor you, mnor me, nor any of her friends in Eng.
land. And what do you think, mammy ? tho . 9 18 L0
be mine, my very own in five years, and meantimo 1 am
to hiave all I can make, only paying Madame £500 a year
rent for it."”

' You pay Madame £500 & yerr reut.

©“0Oh, wo shall easily do that. Dont be fnghtened.
wother, I hiave nothing to do with figures, Cicely knows
all about thom ; Alre bas managod them for the {ast threo
years, you know, for Madame. All I havo to do will be &
design tho toilottes and arrange tho coiffures, and Madame
herself will choose the very lovoliest materials that Paris
can supply. Only think, the softest and Jovelieas ganzes
aud tiasucs, and all that liar to bo dono to makoe them up
in tho most becoming comtumen! **

Flo spoko with the enthusiasin of a genuino artist, and
seomed a4 tho moment too much wrapt in the contempla.
tion of her fulure trumphs to bo able to inform hor
nottier sedately of tho change that was tn econtumplation,

Madame Labalastriore, wio had conducted what shiocallod
& magasis de totlettes 10 & quiet street in Mayfair for some.
thing liko ton yeara, hiad now realived what she considered
a forttne, and was anxions to establish hur zon as a pro.

ri¢taire in his native land, It is doubtful, perhaps, whether

. Auguste himself quito ahared lus mothor's anxiety on
thia subject. His recollections of lus country were recol-
lections of trouble and sorrow ; ho kad grown sccustomod
to the English lifo and to the English elimate, and he bad
grown accustomed also to his mother'a Lrisk little colva-
dorateuse, who considervd 1t & duty toseize evory opportunity
of conversing in French, and who nevar got beyond her
grotesquo blunders or lost her vory English pronuneciation,

But i1t Auguste heaved u gontle sigh as he thought of
these things, bo was much too wall disciplinod to saire any
objection ; and il Madomoisclle Flore, as shie was callod at
tho magasin, took pleasure in discoursing with her brown.
eyed noighbour, ahie felt nothing for him but the purest
{riendship, for e was not a foreiguer !

In Jue courso the Labalastricro's protty cottage was lot
toafresh tenant, and M Angusto had startea as French citi.
zen ; but he had found a country lifo verylittle to his tasts,
and before many years woro over hia head ke contrived to
establish business relations with certain mereantils bouees
in Paris and in London, which not only gavo him occupation,
but which largely increased his income ; so that when at
length Medame/a mereconsidered that the time had come for
bim to cnter into the holy state of matrimony, sho felt her-
self in a position to make .ertures for the daughterof a
wealthy bankor—overtures which were reccived with satis.
fsction both by tho parents of thoe lady and by the lady her-
self, Astimo went on and France reated from her troubles,
finding at least a temporary peacs under her citizen king,
M. 1o Vicomte do Labalastri¢ro was & well known and ex-
tremely useful pereon in his simple court, highly esteemed
by the king for his integrity and knowledge of Euro
affairs, and honourably distinguished by tho fro!onn To-
apect with which he always treated the noble.looking lady,
his motber, who gave dignity to his salorz, and who was
generally regarded by those who honoured his réumions az a
truo relio of the olu swdlesse.

Meanwhule, Flora Wilkinsun, with the belp of her sister
Cicely, conducted tho m\atp.tm de toutettes, and notably ic.
creased the clrentdle. Mzdame Labalastriées had shown
lLer discrimination when she recognized Flo's latent
genius for costume ; it was the one genius she possessed—
ke talent which raised her above the common folk. Flo
was indeod in all other respects the simplest creature that
ever breathed. Animated by devoted affection for her own
family, and by unqualified admiration of all the members
of i3, from her father to little Mstthow, beyond this sle
might be said to have no feeling. 8he was kind to evory-
one, hut with a kindness of indifference ; and the whole
world of the intollect was to her as a sealed book; the
swestest linos that poet ever framed awakened nothing
boyond a passng cnjoymens, and she would fall aslocp
even over tho sorrows of tho Bride of Lammermoor,

Bnt to geo her in her workroom, surroundod by the ma-
terials with which she wrought hor wonders, no wrapt
aibsl was ever more etherealized, Tho boxes which held
hor atufls were to her what tho stops are to the mausician,
what the voices of nature aro to the poet, Her wholo face
aud form assuined a new expression, working by an inner
law of harmony, of which sho was only vaguely consocious ;
:lra& created benuty, and tasted tho pleysure of the true

L.

That sho produced wonderful effects, aud know so well
Low to st off tho persons of her clicnts  that 3o work of
inferior mradists bechme insufierable, nood hardly bo said.
To bo in her workroom was positive pleasare to her, and
sho hisd a facalty for attracting to horssl; soung women of
xindred talext, over whom her samest and kimpla charucter

L4

great atithorily. 8ho was au artise happy - it her art, bat
nevortheloas slie had a very real and material enfoyment
of hor home, aud of the Lovour in which she eonld not fail
to bo held there.

ivy Cottage Lad enlargod its borders. A proity low
drawing-rootn opened on to a mossy lawn, and new hed
rooms had boen sdded, though, to eay tho truth, there
were not 80 many iiving 1 1t as when the four bedrooms
had lodged them all, for Cicely at last made up her mind
to roward the faithful attachment qf Mr. Matthows, who
in the old days had found it so fmposible to interest Flo
in vuigar fractions, James had starteid as & doctor, and
bad a fiue hiouse {n Saville Row  Clarlio, whoso hiealth
wee rathes delicale, aud who was of a domestis turn, had
succeedoad Cleely an Flo'n bookkeeper . and Fiora did hor
best to conirol her exultationa when Matthe=, now a
bright young fellow of three-and-twenty, brought hiome his
prizes and Juid them in her lap.  Matthew waa the scholar
of tho family, the sweet.natured, gentlo boy to whom
learning came liko grateful food, snd who would, the
mothor and rister fondly hoped, be a clergyman hefore
many more yeirs were gone,

Lovely Romlind, who will bo fovely ti8l hior dying. day,
hiad now lighted oo caster ttmes, hior husband was a Q.C.
rnnd a Reoorder, title suggestive of flutes and dulcimers,
and other harmontous creations to the nmnitiated. Her
boys and girls woro as tall as hereell, the raid boys and
gitls, bd the way, generslly contrived to let Aunt Flo know
when they wauted anytbing; not that ons among them
had tho sliglitest fdea whience Aunt lio a Fortunli's purso
was ke, t so woll fillel.  Indeed, it s to Lin feared that thoy
might have beon ahiocked, and even dispored to foel
eggrioved, if thoy had conneeted it or her with srade,
though their maternal grandfatlier had been in the hanl
ware line in Birmingham, It was Flo a will as well aatheir
parents that they should remain ignorant of the fact that
she was a working woman. Was sho tho only wourking
wotan who had shrank from tho hard criticistn of fnes.
perivnced south, and been content to lavish on it the earu-
fnge of an industry it would despise? 1t is difficult for the
wigast to seo thinga as thoy aro ia thus world, with {ts
golden wists and sullen vapours ; perhapa it {s well that
wo alionld be over-gentle to the young ones who have the
assuranco of thoeo to whom little ts known,

It came to Flora \Wilkinson, not once. but many times,
to have the option of marriage, and mose than once Flo
hiad been touptod ta follow the example of Ler mother and
siaters ; but it must be confessed that she nover enther folt
or jnspired a great passion, the men who were anxions to

her had all a full appreciation of the commercial
valuo of her talent, and thiz Flo was sbrowd cnough to
porceive. Sho dectded that it would be eafer not to sdinit
a partner who might derange tho comfort of licr father ani
mother, or iterfere with her relations with Ler brothers
and sisters. To be Madamo . Yes, 1t wonid bo nico
to have somecone with sthom to it v1s-« vis at dinner, but
then would not a t#te-a-tete dinner be rather solitary after
tho fnll tablo at homae? Then to order the dinner, to
superintend the Louso; of course she would have to Lavo
another house, No, Flora concluded, the disadvantages
wero greater than the advantages Misa Wilkinson ahe
had been, and Miss Wilkinson abiv would and did remain
And no one who saw tho aprightly little 1ady stepping from
the pavement in front of Ivy Cottage into her pretty littlo
ago—no ono but hersel! over recollected that this was
littte Flo— the ** Dunco of tho Family.”

CHRISTMAS AND THE SA7TURNALIA.

No one who celebrates Christmas should be disturbed by
the fact that not even the moath in which Jesus Christ was
boro. much less the day, has been ascertained. The festival
of the Nativity has been celebrated in January, May. Septem-
ber, October, and December.  No historiaa pretends to fix
the date at which Christmas became a 'genenl festival,
About all that is known is, that during the fourth century the
Feast of the Nativity was observed by the Western churches,
and that in the sixth century Easteraand Western Christians
united in celebrating it on the 25th day of December. It
is well known that cestain Chrisimas customs originated in
the psgan tites of the ancient Druids and Romaos.

From the Druids came that hapging up of the mistletoe,
which still retains its holdin England, The gnim old Saxons
who burn huge bonfizes to Thor, transmitted to our English
ancestors the ceremony of burning the Yule log. And from
ancient Greeks and Romans came the custom of interchang.
iog presents and making entertaintients, which matks our
observances of Christmas.

In ancient Greece the wholc people, during the last days
of December, gave themselves up to fun and frolic. It was
the Harvest Home of vine-growers, which they called the
Festival of Bacchus, It wasa time of universal, if not of
tiotous, gayety, and some of our own Christmas customs may
be traced to December games and esages of the Greeks that
were old when Socrates was young.

In Rome, long before the Christian era, we find the origin.
als of ces?zin Chiistmas customs, Some readets may te
mamber short poems of the Rome satirist Martial, descrip-
tive of the * Deccember Liberty,” which distinpuished the
observance of the Saturnalia, eighteen hundred years ago.

It was a time of universal present-making, as it 1= with vs.
On one occasion, Martial sent to a friend acopy of his own

ms, and with it be sent a few lines of peetical apology
§.°:° the mesgrencss of his present. Now. mark what he
sayss

& 1 may seem to you stingy orimpolite, since in thismonth
of Decsmber, when uspkics, elegant shoe-fasteningy, wax
tapers, tabletsand tapering vases fiiled with Damascus ploms
fly about in all directions, I have sent you nothing but my
own little books.” .

2. custom of the Roman Saturpaliz, which came unchapged
to gur time, is familiar to us all.  We mean the thize dsyy’
holiday given to the §laves, The slives in cur Southern
States, down to the close of the war, epjoyed this privilege.

v

coupled with her matchlesa superfority {n hier art, gave her '

‘l'hroué;houl the Roman Empire slsves went about bare.
headed, except on the three great dags of dtx‘Suumdh,
when a'll srere pernitted to wear the cap of farhiliar shape,
which still figures as the Libesty Capupon thetops of lHiberty

poles, -

Schooland colleges all had a vacation during the Roman
Saturnalia. Thete were particular kinds of toys made of
earthensware which wete sold only during this festival,
Families came togethes, Justias theylnow do, to the unbound
ed joy of the children ; and there was the great family din-
n:t at which the children wetc present, if never again Ldng
the year.

How ate we to account for those coincldences? The ea:
planation Is not dificult  When Christianity was fiest
preacbed in the Roman Empleg, it was a messsze of hope
and confort to the poor avd the oppressed, and above all to
the great multitude of slaves whose labours sustained the
Roman world, We can dimly petceive, ia the Jelters of
Plﬁny the Younger, and elsewliese, the slaves gathering 0 a
hilltop at the dawn of day to hear the Chuistian tidiags, and
to partake of the communion, then stparsting for the
1abours of the field and household.

The first Christian covgregations in ltaly wete largely
composed ofslavesand of the common feople, thoughamor g
them were found educated and highly gilted petsuns, The
early Chilstian teachers had the greatest difculty to kee,
their converts feom joining in the pagan (zstivals, to whicl
they had been accustomed, and which were even needful to
ameliorate their hard lot and monotonous lile. \When Yhe
~Satutpalia came round, the Chrisilan slave or freedman foun)
himself struggling between thie habits of his old lle sad the
claims of his new {aith, If he withstood the old, hg misted
the caly holiday which would be his duting twelve mounths
of !abour. 1f he yielded, his teliglous life might be iofured
by contact with {dolatrous rites.

Christian pastors, sceing the strife of habit witk con-
sclence, would seek for the polden mean between license and
prohibitation. ’l‘he{ acted upon the priacipal, that lbcvﬁb
thete must be unity io essentials, there should be liberty in
non-essentials, and lovein all things, They took what was
good in the Roman holidays and assoclated it with the birth-
day festival of Him who came to biing peace on earth and
good will to meo

Our pilgrim ancestors thought they were doiog God's
service in trylog tokill Christimas.  Being Jearned in Roman
antiqaities, they stigmauzzd the festival as the survival of &
pagan holiday. The fisst Chiistmas occutred just after
thetr landing at Plymouth. December twenty-fourth was
Sabbath, acd busy as they were, not & hand was lifted to
wotk., The next day was Chiistmas, and Governor Brad.
fgld gad a grim pleasuse in recording that no man rested on
that day.

They’nppo!mcd & Thaoksgiving day at the end of Novem.
ber, which soon became the Puritan Christroas, a day of
family patherings aod unusual merriment G -adually, too,
old Christmas revived, and thus it came too pass that thls
country is favoured with two festivalsa month apart—ane
the Harvest Home, and the other the oativity of the Saviour,
~ Youth's Companton.

GARDENS OF THE SEA.

Amopg the many curious analogies born of.modern inves-
t1gation, none are more interesting than those showing stiik-
1ng cases of parallelism in the habits aod customs of animals
whote environmerts ate towlly dissimilar. The ocean bad
seems peopled with forms so resembling those of land thata
modification of stiucture to conform with their surroundiogs
alooe appears to be the point of difference. Ia driftingover
the reefs of our Southern border this tesemblance between
the creatures of land andsea is extremely striking, The gar-
dens of the lower world abound ia lavish growth; trees,
shrubs, waving vipes, are all reproduced ia the wosderous
forms of the sea. Here a forest of coral branches (Madre-
pora) raise their myriads of brusthng points, each flower by
a delicate polyp a'sd presenting a rich olive-green tint in
contrast 1o the de:p blue of the channel upon whose baoks
they grow. z’ure s crystal the water seems to intensily the
beauty of the objects, even in the greater depths; gaily be-
decked fishes move lauly about, using and falliog among
the living branches, poising, perhaps to pluck some morsels
{rom a limb, inall their motions reminding us of the birds of
the shote. These gorgeous parrot-fishes are the sun-birds of
of the sea ; wondrous tints—azure.blue, golden yellow, and
sed—matk them, Some appear irridescent and bathed in
metslljc tints, as if encased in bursished armours, while
many more in modest gatb, found in our colder waters of
the North, call to mind the robin and thrush, those welcome
harbingers of sprivg.  But it 1s not in their colour alone that
the fishes resemble the birds ; it is in the home-life and love
of offspring that we find a close resemblance, Many are
nest builders, erecting structures as complicated as those of
the birds, and equalliog them tn design and finish.

Tsx Losdon Lord Mayor's resolve to stop the Sunday
church parades is said to have given great offence to some of
the city clergy.

TuR Rev. A, C. Turberville, son of the late Mr. Turber.
ville, editor of the ' Enplish Independent,” has been ap.
pointed assistant to Rev. W. Pulsford, D.D., Glasgow.

DRr. SinoN, principal of Springhill College, Birmingham,

has accepted the pnnci ip of the Scottish Congrega-
uosml theological , in toom of Dz, W. I.indnygmeg.
ander.

AT Stornowsy 2. weeling has been held at which the
speakers’ denunciaticns of Sabbath desecrztion was enthuosi-
astically responded to by a crowded andicace of 2,000, Al 1
the proceedings were conducted in Gaelic,

Tuie Rev. A, Mearos, authos of ** The Bitter Cry,” con-
tribues a paperon * Qutcast London to the ‘December
# Contemporary.” Mr. Mextns was educated for the minis-
try in the United Presbytezian Hall. Heafterwards became
a Congreaa

tionalist, and is now the sceretary of the Congre.
_gatiounal Board of London Ministers, "



