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TU/E BLRý1slNG OP, ADAI I/dt.

Abraham vats the "lfrIend o ai Ce" the "Çatiter of
the ftiîliiul,O a mans gtc«ti> beioved. Thie Bible says
aasucb cf the blessing tisai was ltonounceti on hint.
The jeev pnauct very highly the privilege ai calliang
M imîher.

Now, wist wts the bltsng of Abrahîam? 1
inswer:.

a. Geti cevenanteti te be tilm Ced. I wil ettala.
lith mny covenant beiveen nme and thont . .. te b. a
Cod unie thrc.» Thus ziptke Jeisvah unto A'srahani
visen ho ais nineîy years aid anti nise, li s a dolîag
the enpged te Lo lits Pather andi Friend, hls siIeld
andi bis eicceeding great eward h is Cati ta save hlm
frons wratb, te guide, te strengihon, Io encourage, io
sanctify andti o bits atbunilantiy. Abraham couiti
nov clair. lm as him Ced, emnd trust is Hlm ta b. a
Cod to lhlm anti ta do for hlm wisaî anly a Ced coulti.

j. Cati ccvtnanted.to b. tiai eniy a Ced te Abra-
ham, but aise la hes serti aimer hlm . I wili ettab' 'h
My covenant between Me anti tbce, ant hy seet afler
thee, lns their generatians, for an evettastlng covenant
te be a Cati unto tisce, andti t hy smeet a(ter thec 1
. .. anti 1 wiii bc their Cati." Abraham coulti nov
claim Hlm anti trust is Him flot cisi> ta b. bis avis
Ccd andi father anti frienti andtild, but aiso th.
Cati anti faîher anti frienti anti shielti of bis set.
Tise promise vas te hlm ant bis chiltiren.

3. Ced aima covenanteti to bc an thse aide of Abri-
hamn anti of bis seei is tht conflicîs af tiré. I viii
bleis them that biess ite anti curse bim tbal corseth
te. Abrahami coaid, nov dlaim His nid for bimieli

anti bis seeti Ire aIl his anti their bamntes wlîb the
enemy af moula, anti trusat ln Hlm for protection anti
deiverance.

4. God covenanteti te maike ai hlm a greal nation,
anti ta givo hlm the land for bis lnsierîlance. IlAnti
1,wili inake ai te a great nation ;» IlILoak nov te.
wyard brave», andtie<cl the stars, If tbau be able ta
number <hem . andi Ho said unta hlmni so shail tby
set boY " I will inltily thee exceedingly ; IIIlThou
sahai be a father ef mny nations j » Sarah "ihahi Le
a tnether ai nations; kînga ai people shali b. ai ber.m
cilI biesslng 1 wiUi blets thet, anti lns muhtiplying 1
wili multiply tby seedâ s the si=r of the beavren anti
as tbe santi whicb la upon ibm ax ahane.» I wuli
give unta thet, anti ta thy auedi miter thee, tht lanti
whereln thon art a stranger, ail the landi ai Canaan,
fan an everlasting possession ;* Il Unie îby seeti have
1 given thîs landi rrom the river ai Egypt unie the
great river, the river Euphrates.0 There were thus
apeneti up befare Abraham prospects cf gemness anti
glory, anti a warrant was give hlm ta trust in Hini
that it should bLe according ta tise promise.

5. Ced covenanteti ta neake hlm anti bis steti tbe
channel of blessimsg to ail tht nations cf tht cartha:
"Thou shaît b. a blessing; lns tht. abali ail he.fami.
lies af tht carth b. bleased." Here tht reicrence late
Christ. [n Hins,ibe steetiAbra aus tue bless.
Ing tei b. (ouad.

Truly the blessing of Abrahamn vas vtry great.
Happy Abrahiam 1 wbom God avatti anti caniesset
as a friend, anti te wbom such rich anti preclous pro.
mises vert made. Hippy, tee, the childirn ai Abra.
bain, who vert includeti vi hem in tht cavenant:,
anti viha ert heirs ai the saine promises 1

But 1mev is it with us CentilesP Hava we any irn.
heritanice whmh tht children ai Abraham? Let us sue.

From the epîstie te the Galatteans vo licamn tht fol.
lowing facis:

i. IlChrist bath redeeniet us frein the curie oft ho
liv, being nu.de a curse fer us, that the Lleasing cf
Abrahamn mlght comte on the Gentile% thraugh jesus
Christ* The work of Christ vas undertaken wath tht
express view of secunmng for the Centiles the biessings
promisei te Abrahamn. That wamk vas accomplisheti
fuUly anti completcly, anti nov, on the groundt ef it,
Ced oflers Hlmsell is Christ ta ail uen-to Centile
anti te Jev-to be thear Cati, their father, theur frienti,
their shielti, andi thelr exceeting great reward. AUl
men, Centiles as 'salI as Jewa, have a warrant ta me.
«aive Hans anti te trustais 1-Iimto b. to thon. lverally
ail thai He coverma:cd to b. te Abrahamn.

2. ilTbey vhich are ai faitb, tht saint arc tht chil-
dren of Abrahamn' Il Tbey Who are Chnist'm are
Abrabani's seei and boira atcording.te tht promise
Every belmever la one withb Christ He i, ina tbeý

bigh est tenbe of the, terme, the sttd of Abrahamn. To
bonu ail the proises were madie. To thome Wrho aie
Clarim's they are tultilîCti lns iheir brouuleat teiste. The
"blcslng of Abraham," therelore, belangs te every

belleser. It la secureti ta hiin Ly aIl the molemnilles
ai a crivenant, welt ordereti lis ail things andi sure.

WItat iuliuws? Evety believer, every one who la
Chiîîit's, being a chilti ai Abraham anti an heir te.
cording in the promie, niay sây. " God lis Christ là
my Coad, my <ailher, my frlend, tmy shîcît and tny ex.
cftding great nouard; Hoi the <h o timy chîldrcis
1 have a night te lai Ilim as their Codi and to en.
trust tisem ta, Hlm lis the confidence tient li. wll 'e
te thtni ail that lie bas covenanîti te Le te the seeti
ai Abraham ; lie will be on their sida ani mine, andi
wli bless <hem who blias usa nd curse ltinm who
turse us, I bclong to a înlly that shali yet ntultiply
exceedlngly, as tht stars or thse heaven and as tht sand
whlcla la opoen the mca shome, and shali posslus the
gaie of bis enemies, a fiamily which has tbe titte.
deetis te the promised landi ant te bmbtter country,
even the heiavenîy ai wbicin lt la a type, a Ç-lly lns
and thraugh which aIl the nations et tise earth shall b
blesscd, 1 arn blesseti even as Abraamtn, the frienti of
Ccd, was blessed.1

%Vhen wc read the aîory of Abriham andi ef the
coeriant with hlm lis the light ai Paul', eplaîleir, va
tend si ta bc samethlng mare <han musty anisaIs of a
dead past, is wbkbh wo bave no Interest. On tht
can:mary, we fisti Ilita be the record of a transaction
ofi vital imnportance ta us, tehliig us vbat Ced le ta us
andi wlat we bave a warrant ta expcct from Hin as
aur devenant Gat i n Christ.

IfliBesseti be the Cod andi Father at our Laid Jesus
Christ, Aho bath bleaseti us with aIl spiritual blessings
in heavcnly places li ChrlaL"-Diwfd A. &Vallaa, in
Uimted Prisàpiera.

DO OUR CI/URCIIES IYORA'Je

%Ve propose ln aur cburch," a gentleman recently
remarked ta aise cf aur Lest kisown anti mos: umeful
evangelists, Ilse te organize aur relîgiotas woik that
the Gospel shahl nat rnerely bo put vithin tht reach
ai cverybotiy, but shail actually be carrict te every.
body within aur pariah limits." "i yau do that," v0as
the reply, Ilyou wlU do what net one cburch le fivo
thousanti ducs."l

Can thitbe truc? i tb. truethen practicallyno
cburch dots il. Do noise ai our churches imIte tbe
%Vorti of lire ln their bands anti go ta everybady le
their town or village anti invite them pemsonally ta a
ieliowsbip with Christ anti Hlm disciples? liso,then,
aur churches fit very, very far short ai ibeir duty.
Tisen I la net mîrange tisai we bear of aid country
towns in wbicb tha churches are dvlng o2ut anti retaîn
but two or thrce maIe members. It la net sîrange
tisai those wbo stand aparr frein our churches deciare
tbai they have lait thear potioer anti no longer take
halti an the people, tlmat they may yet bc a sociali
force, but are net a religiaus force ta anake nien Mear
anti luve Ccd andi keep Hlm irammantiments

But do not aur churches work? Do îhey net keep
up their regular meetings? Do thcynfot invite every.
Lady? Do they flot have tbeà sociables and pîcisP
Do tbey net raise ntoney to, pay off iheir delxi? Do
tbey not make great efforts to a ne their pastors sal-
ani? Are net their Sabbath schools matie raitraçiive
by pictures anti fountains andi (oasis? AlItruesorne-
times; anti al[ god, vemy gond ; but ail this is net
what the churchi was matie for. Thais la net cbeying
the comnmandto aiatm founider. This is nut tht twiole
nor the firit part ci vhat the church vas organucti
fer. Tht conimaid la noe, leDraw ;, bu4t I(l G l
The record is: "Thçy wet everywhere preacbing
tht Word>' Tht îryoettht great apostie La aat be
vîmatti net ntcrely <mcmn city te cîsy, but from Jeouseto,
boum Anti thus the Church grew anti was glemifieti.

Tell us. Has yaur church 80 arigartited its wonlc
that every persan vithin the limita of ils local influ-
ences bas the Gospel caprùd to hlm? We would like
ta know bow many such cLenches there are. %Ve
shoulti like te knaw tht story af a church in wbich
the mollisa kopt net merely ofi ts members andi rami-
lies, but cf its nan.niembers. W. shoulti like ta, bear
how thcy receive the faiihful messages as brought tai
<hemn. Wt siaould, be gladti o tell tht story bow suds
a chutzh visita tht outskirta, the bamîet anti homes
that knaw no Sabbath; bow. il report-their Indivîdua1
conditir %antihisiory, ai aend&.no;.,the amm Ie
ta, visit andi ativise with thomn, but tg aech onme the

brotbdr or sser In the cburth wito CAR bM t recb
theit hoarts. Have We rnany such cisurches? Il
there more than ont lns ive thocianti? lit note whY
do our chuvcbes complain of their toidisest and
duath? Again, what maya the record cet h. Chur ~h ln
ihe dAys of tas first love? IlTbey went everywhene
preacbing the Word.0 And, once more, ho* was it
that Paul could talce the aidera of the Church ln
Ep'hesus te record that ho was "puare (rom the blond
of ail mens?" Il Wa. becaute ho cauld esiy unie
them <liat h. had caught thom bath "publicly andi
(rom bous. 10 hou $0.'.-n<B~~

-OSAL/i( AND SON.

The rlchr.est and th. breatdth of the Prialms art A
striking contrast te, the poverty andi narrownemmci or
mosi af out modern bymnt. The latter usually afiect
us paintli by thoir exaggeralan ci Incidental, andi
îgnt -g of principal, mauths. They anthropomciphlae
-mia divine things buman thtnga. They art often
sangs about the strlctly humais aide of religion andi cf
Christ. Davîid would have starvedto desth upon
such psalànady. Hlm songt art of God - that sa their
mail sîriking attribute. Tbey make GAd groate gloïl.
ous, tiernal, ln the mind of th. singer or llstener.
They range the skies and senle tbe mountaina te Aind
pocmîc stiggeaîlons ofthe magnificence otlehovah.

And tas n possible that wu modems do flot "Ilke te
retain Ged lns aur thaughs?I-îhat we have falien
into iackadatsical religious poeîry because w. lack bath
moral andi ducîrinal backbone? Ilowever that may
ble iui, we think, the Aist of e ut ruliglous neetis Io
get bymns that are mnodelled as to their substance
upon thet Psalmns, andti t hrow away fifm> or more
volumes of song that are only a kinti of sentimental
rose water. As expressions of sbades of feeling, as
minlmtering ta, a very narrow aide of expiîrleece (ont
fuît of danger, by the *ay), tome af th. modern bymni
have their use. But, afier ail, they ame neatly back.
bonelesa. One may sing mail cf mbemn with great
happîness, anti break every one ocube ten commandi.
ments the next Instant without any sense of falling
away. There il noting ln mont of them that Io In-
consistent with lyingt or stealing ; no moral pulse ln
them; no moral atmosphere about them. One who
has a wider experience ln bymuts may finti a lempor.
ary use ln sorne spiritual songs ; buat whst about them
as a staple dish for the year round? What about the
probable moral character af cbildren who, grow amp
with no ather sacred music?

The ane thing that canne: be dispenied, witîh la any
hymn ta be sung by a congregatlon la the moral andi
holy chamacter and lave of Ced. Thtis la the keynote
of the Psains ; on whatever plane etey bogin, tbey
rime ta tbis, and ail btlow la bound undèr law by tuis
highest music. Very many pensons enjoy a das of
hynins because thcy are sweet, plaintive, tender; but
nothing ln them, suggests the law of duty or tht péril
of eernal death. They do not reach the religlous
regianileexperience. They are'concemneti with menti.
ments, not with religion. They may b. usieful, la a
narrow field ; we aeriaualy tear that tbey are being
pusiset Into tht place of real religlous poetry, andi that
large numbers or cbildren are growlng tmp ln a kiad of
sentimental beatbenism.

DOING OUR? BES?.

.Honestly &and faitbiully evemy day to do aur best,
accamding to our oppantunity, ln wbatever fieldi our
work lits, is to attain la a hfgh standard of living.
Sontetimes we ame doin& tbis, but are discourage
because we cannot reach the measure of tomie attier
ptrscn's Lest By reason ai infim bealtb, or froas
Jack of eanly training, or tbrotagb tue influece of bain.
pering circumstanceo; our best Ji very lmpmf.ct
Somti one aise, with leu effort thoan we beatow, la
turning aff superb wonlc, la writing beuitifil poery,
enchanting mioies, anti excellent essaya ; la paintinag
the lc.veliest pictures anti moulting the most delicat
s&aues, la teaching a multitude, where we reach oely
two or tumet, andti, n, brief, living te a far loftier
popas thon ourselves. We are vm ope le cotuli.
ering such a contraste anti comaring it with our own
disappainting anti ineffectuâl performances, ta admit
a feeling of disceuragemient. Wby tait an, hard te
accamplah solhit? Wby waîteour timeand strmagth
on wbat wllneyer shew? Whynfot leave the wofld's
work to the bands tbat can do it bravely, brilliantly,
*And eily?

To this it snay bc answeWpd that wers eve ornt to
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