
Rod and Gun in Canada

upper gunwale we stretched the sali
and pleced It out with rubber blankets
that our mother haît affectionately pro-
vided for us. Tben w'lth aur Jack-
knives (well do 1 remnember -these
knives;, they were called the Sallor'a
Priend. and haît one large blade, with
a brasai cevis at one end te hang themn
to aur belts) we cut a large quantity
of wilid hay -and laid It: on the wet
shore as a m4qttress for four, and alept
on that.

Our boat drew too much water for
the narrow ohannele.,eand we very
much missed a ".anae. and when a fish-
erman came along with a three-cauar-
ter rotten woaden dug-out we drave a
bargain -with hlm. givJng hlm; one of
our "Sallor'E' Frlends" (mine, aies !)
for the canoe. This we tied behind our
sali-boat for Ilshlng and sbaootlng pur-
poses.

We slept soundly In spite of mosqul-
tas. altbaugh we were ln the height
of the masquita season. It was a clear
night, wit.h a breeze, and they 'were
not quite Bo bad as tbey proveil ta be
later. We flshed, we hunted. we swam,
me caal<ed. we sang sangs and Inter-
viewed the professianal fisherînen and
hunters about getting tram thern all
thelnformatlan that enthuilastia boys
thlnk warth getting on such occasions.

Ail went well until the f6urth nlght.
when It grew sultry, clauds gathereil
an tihe horizon, and just after dark
we saw that we were ln for a tremen-
doua thunder-starm. afasqultois were
upon us ln mnyriade. gettlng ln their
wark wlth ease and enjoymént ta them-
selves. Juost as we began -to think the
torture Insufferable aomebody suggest-
ed that when the approaching 'thun-
der-stormn caynç upon -us -we would be
ln great danger an accaunt of the Iran
In the baat. whlch wauld attract the
lightning. anri someane proponed that
we auti! take the canae and anchor
out away framn the share, go tilat we
might get Ait af the danger. and -the
mosqultos at the sanie time: this was
lminedfately dane. We tuok the cantoe
with aur blankets and paddled aut and
anchare-d ourselves. by driving a stick
Into 'the shaliow water and tying aur
canoe thereto. We trlea ta sleep. but
we four boys filhed the wvhole surface
af the canoe a iittie ton well. a then
the craf t was very lcaky. and lna pîte
of aur balIir.g steadlly In -turn ail
night long, we lay ln from ane ta
three Inches of water. The niasqultos
were nat no bad. but the water and
the crarnped qu,&rtera made Lt Ïbout as
undesirable a bed as anybady ean im-
agine. We istood it uncomplalingly bc-
cause of the safety we lmagined we
were enjoying.

The thunder-storni came and went,
and the sea, rose . hlgh. 'Dhe canoe
etrained and a.èemed ta open lis cracks
ta such an extent that the ballers had
ta be doubled, but tha.t delightful feel-

lng a! salety counterbalanced ail athers
and at dayiight we went baac ta aur
boat and camp.

On a Thursday, early ln July, 1862,
we were at the entrance ta Lake St.
Peter, where it le- about eight triles
wlcle. The wInd biew frèeh from the
north-west. We ha.d caught ail the
fish we wanted, and 'were determined
ta cro3s the lake ta test the sea,-wor-
thinew of aur boat. We zet ail sali,
and started out serons t4e broad
waters from the niouth of the St. Fran-
cis River to an Island above Riviere
du Loup en haut, xiow Loulavifle. Latke
St. Peter raises a stîf!, choppy sea, and
a great deal of water aplashed Into the
"British Queen,' -but she was as stiff
ati a church. and she miuet have driven
tbrough the ivater at the rate of about
seven miles an hour.

We were very praud of our skili au
nalars and a! aur boat, and -when we
came ta some flshermen's bute, where
we cnmped for the night, we had great
sories ta tell about the sea-warthl-
ness of aur craft. The fkehermnen miade
a bou!iia-balsse ( stew>, the recipe af
which had been braught by their fore-
fathers framn the coat of France.
Sturgeon, catflsh. dore, perch and eel
went intô It, with ail the park and
v'egetables that we could epare. It
wasnfot caoked untîl late, and we were
hungry, And, the amount that we con-
sumed. was flot smali. We were falrlY
heajthy and rugged boys, but not one
of us slept that night A more aure
and succesaful Indigestion was neyer
mcore carefully planned for and carrled
out, and ta thîs day 1 have neyer over-
came the feeling of indifference that
was raised in me that night tawards
sturgeon. catlieh and eels, and .even
now, neariy four decades ai ter, this.
115h must be servedl ta me under differ-
ent niames, and very well seasonred, ta
be papular. However, the next day ln
the open made that feeling dliappeari
wlth aIl and sundry, disagreeabie recol-
lections.

1 had taid aur school-fellows that
we wauld reach Sorel -at six a'alock oni
Saturday nlght. We tried beating ta
windward, but could not ma-ke any
headway. We had a bead wlnd and the
current galnst un but wlth twa cars
pulling and two boya on the shore wlth
a long Tope (a la "«cordelle." as the
French-Canadlans call 10, 'we mnanaged
ta reach the tawn haîf an haur late.
and as we were seen .]n the distance
the boys were there walting for us.
We -haît lish for everybody and*gamne
for gulte a few. Our reputation au
sportsmien waa made. Our gaod aId
nchoQimaster <'allid for a "compost-
tian" fram each of us, descrIblng the
trip; four masteriy literary produc-
tions resulted. I wlsh I had one o!
themn now ta give you Instead of this.

During the long vinta, or years that
have since pased away -the detalls af

thig. and o! the ma.ny trips thait nuc-
needed this ons ln the venerable "Brtt-
lsh Queen," have gone glimmering
t2hrough the dreamas o! things that were.
a schaolboy's taie.

1 bave since .twice made canae trips
through TemagramIng, the beaveu a!
the Algonquin Indiana; 1 -bave finheà
for base north o! Desbarate and else-ý
%Yhere on the north ehore a! Lake
TÙuron: 1 bave hunted ln the Rocky
MAfuntains and flahed ln the peerles
lakes that nestle at the foot af the
gigantie mnountalns In the Canadian
Rclcles.but neyer -have 1 been sa aver-
powered with enJoyment like thaît fell
In L~ake St. Peter ln the aid, oId days.
1 h"ar thait the flshlng and ahooting
are? as go<md as ever ln Lake St. Peter,
and DromLuse myseif a repetitioni af the
trip

1 wil reach the lake by the railway
now ta Berthierville, and thence
by launch, ya.cht or canae. There waa
no raliway ln thost dayn. Perhapa
Rod and Gun wIll findt roorn for thé
experlences cf the middls-aged man au
he one* again passes through tbie
scenes and erperiences of hi@ boyhood
days.

Whenever reauiy necessary ta qtand
a loaded rifle or gun against a tree
or fence, be sure it la as safely placcd
as possible, so as ta avold likeihqod o!
failing and accidentai discharge, Sev-
eral accidents tram thîsq cause have
occurrred thls season.

The Winchester Repeating 4Ârms Co.
has purchased the machinery. patent
rHghts, etc., of the recent Burgess Arme
Ca. o! BuWralo, N.Y., which .manufac-
tu7edl the Burgess repeating sholgun.

The Peters Cartnldge Company o!
CincInnati, O., has isud the tenth
eclLUon, o! Its "'Handboo& for TraP
Shootera and Sportme."~ A copy
w-'y ho ohtained free by wvr1tIng the

company and mentloning*Rod and Gun
la Canada.

Those sportsmen for Whose blaod
nat-hing la too ih may now have
creani wlth their coffee when camping.
The Helvetla Mik Condensing Com-
pany, of Highland, Ill., bas brought'
out a 'sgterliiUd evapor'ted cresan,"
guaranteed ta keep sweet In ail wev.-
thers.

A recýent anmd very extensive trial la
Penmsylvania o! shotguns OZ v-12ïous
makes to dttermnine Ïhow far shotguiu
wIll kli deveioped the tact that nane
of the Europeain «uns tcsted, wbich
included soms of the celebrated znsk-
ers, were ot any value beyond 80 Yards
wltii black powder, but one o! thera
with amakeless powder outclaased ail
other European as well as the United
etateu guns. Several .Amerlcan «uns
wlth varyinx loade ehawed good pene-
tratomi tra 80 ta 100 yards.
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