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ditevature. ' CLIMATE OF GREECE.
: ' The climate of Greece generally is one of the
TRAVELS. finest in the world, and has always been celebra-
GREECE AS A KINGDOM, BY MR. STRONG. ted for its mildness and salabrity, "The air isdry

Mr, Strong is a banker and agent at Athens,,and elastic, and the atnosphere so beautifully
R us well as Consul to the Kings of Hanoser and  clear that space appears to diminish, and objects
R Bavaria. He also appears to enjoy the pation- | Which are really at a distance seem close at haud.
age of Otho; for as soon as the Sovereign of It is owing to this that the views are far more ex-
g Greece was informed of his intention to write a tensive in Greece than ia most other latitudes,
¥ book on the country, he ssued an order to all; an! not from the elevation of the spot on which
the public offices to assist Mr. Strong ““in the, the spectator stands. From the summit of Hy..
% prosecution of his ohject, and allow him to in-, Mettus and Pentellicus, for instance, which are
& pect and make copies, notes, or extracts, of, "ot more than th ee thousand feet above the level
whatever decuments were to be found in the ar-, of the sea, the whole of Attiza, Beotia, Eubea,
chives.” A sfatistical description compiled un- most of the islands of the Agean, and a great
der such auspices was likely to Le as full and, Part of the Cyclades, are overlooked as in a map,
complete as the original authorities would allow 5,[“}’ om the top of the Acro-Corinthus the travellet
bt the pecaliar position of the author was not, discerns to the westward the whole of the Gulf of
sach as to render him a clear and impastial csitic | Co_nmh as far as the mountains beyond Missolon-
on the subject of his book. ghi, whilst the view to the east embraces at one
: And this is the character of ““ Grecce as a, glance the islands of the Egean, the background
Kingdom.” The statistics, both tabular and ex- being formed by the noble chain of Ilymettus.
planatory, are elaborate ; whether they relate to, [2ven the Acropolis of Athens is distinctly visible
general questions—as the population, e area of  from it, although at a distance of sixty gecgraphi-
the country, the extent of cultivation, the nature, ¢al miles; and it is well kaown that, in formej
#f the soil and climate, und the leading par- timies, night-signals were exchanged between the
ticulars connected with agriculure, manufac. tWo cities by means of rockets and other fire-
tures, commerce, navigation, the arts; or to mat- | works. * * o .
ters more immediately connected with the state—| In summer the heat is very oppressive.  Duta
i3 the finances, the army, the navy, justice, reli-, g the months of July and August of this year,
gion, and public educalioni whus‘ chapters de. the thermometcr at Aﬂlens stood f:or Weeks loge~
{fated to Gosernment and the Court give a view | ther at 98 deg.— 102 deg. Farenheit in the house,
B4l the royal household, and the different official, and in the open air at 108 deg.— 12 deg. in the
%8 sersonages, as well as of the state of affairs pre- | Skade, notwithstanding the sea breeze. The is-
g tlous to the arrival of the Kingz, and an account ]andg are in general much cooler; and on the
Juf the constitution, such as it Is. continent, elevated situations and the sides of
On all these topics Mr. Strong’s book may be mountains are chieﬁz selected for the sites of
idvantageously consulted, especially by persuns)country-houses. During the summer months,
#ho take a great practical interest in Greece , for R0t @ single cloud is seen floating in the atmos-
tioisgh we doubt whether some of the facts, espe-, Phere, to keep off, if only for a moment, the in-
tially as regards population, the quantity of land  tense heat of the sun’s scorching rays; hut the
2pable of cultivation, &c., are anything more, 3Ky presents by day one continued mass of deep
7 fthan apptogimate accounts, yet they ate the most cgrulean blue, and a blaze of brilliant stars by
Sorrect that can be obtained. The descriptive | Bight. .
jtommentary must be received cum grano; for| | . CHANGES IN GREECE.
ir, Strong, however unconsciously, paints every, Ehere is no doubt that in Greece the appear-
§ing in the most favourable Jight, or at least i ance of the country has chauged most materially
£841 favourable a light as he can, during the last twenty or thirty centuries ; and
Incidental passages, however, are scme,ed’tho}xgh the position of mountains and rivers re-
throughout the pages of Mr. Strong’s book, that ) mains the same, even their aspect must have an-
have a more geueral intefest than mete staistics | dergone a completc change. Herodotus says that
tonveying an account of the natural and unalter- the Athenians hunted bears in the forests onr
tble features of the country, of the changes that, Mount Lycabettus, where now there is scarcely 2
tme has made, or some particulars connected shrub to be found a foot high. From pther wri-
sith the modern inhabitants and their pursuits. ters we kiow that Hymettus, Pentelicon, an_d
Such are the following extracts. Parnassus, were covered with forests to their



