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Introduction of Chriatianity into Englond,
My dear readers, you know, that be.

fore the cow.ing of our Saviour, thore
was only one nation ou the eartu %v ich
had any knowvledge of the true God :
it was auiong the Jews only that the
one great Jehovah was morshipped.
The people of ail other nations then
living (whorn you, find in Seriptitre call-
cd by the geuerai naine of the Gen.
tiles, ) were %vorihippers of idols and
fals;egode,. Many of tbcse people were
learned, and brave, and polite; but en
tbe subjeot of religion, St. Patn! has
truiy s.aid of them, 1'Professirîg them"-
selves to be wise they becomne foots ;"
and the poorest.child in our da3's, who
attends to what he is taught at church
or chapel, or in a Sutiday school, niay
learn more truth conccrning the name
and character of God titan tbe richcst
and wiscst of the Grceks emnd Romans,
before the coniing of Christ, couIl ho
acquainted with.

At that time no nr tion vias in a more
savage, or ignorant state, than the peo-
pie of Great BriUain; the only ciothing
which they wore wîas mrade of the rougu
sk.ins of beasts; and they used to paint
their bodies and faces with etrange
colouro, to, make tmeacves look ter-
rible to their eneniies in battie; for
tbey were almost consiantly engaged in
fighbtingz with one another. They did
flot know how to plougli the ground,
or to provide thenif-elves with any of
those things which ive cal! the comflorts
of lfe ; stili lcss had they the comiforts
of true religion. As that blessed book
the Bible was thon unknown, they ho-
lieved ai the fooIitih andi vickf>d things
taught them by their priests; who, lie.
ing ,iithout religion, used the power
they. b.d over the people to a very bad
purpose. They taught tlîem to believe
in a number of faise gods, suech as
Taniuis the Thundorer, Hesus the god
of Batties, and Andraste the goddess
of -Viteory. They aise prctcndcd to
foreteil future events by the aid of
these godti, and as their servante and
favouripeo,. they demanded gifle and
!Ofrie< from the decelved -people.

NARY AND

The priests took a very crueli'method
to secure the payment of these gifts ;
thcy mnade the people at thse bezinning
of winter cxtinguishi ail thieir lires in~
one day, and rekindie tbcm again froin
the sacred lires of tIse Druids, -which,~
as they 8aid, would make tlýe bouses
fortunato for the enruing year. If any
one ref'used te pay his yearly offering
thse Druisis refusosi bim a spark of re
and as none of bis neighbeurs dared tui
relieve a person wlho h,ýd offended them,~
hie might thus perish ivith cold orý
hunger. It wvas tie coinmon custoin~
of the Druids te offer animais as rsacrî*ý
fie. to their gods ; but fliey aise on
-tonie occasions ofi'ercd up the life of
metn in sacrifice to absist them in
their pretendesi works of magic. Soi
far wvere thoy froin kruowingthat blesq.'t
cd trutis which tse Bible bath taughtt
tis-thst thc Almighty God is no re.
spector of persons andi lias as much
compassion for the iowcst as for tise
highest of his chilsiren on thc carth.

About thse year 5.3, (that i. flUty-
five yearsafter thse birth of Chri:.t) the
Romans isivadesi England, andi having
made the savage people of this country
submnit to their l)oiver, tboy taught
thcm by degrrees nsany useful arts but
they couisi t-ot teacis their true religion,
for of that they were themselves stili
ignrorant; yet these heathers conquerots
may be sgaisi to have preparesi the way
for chiriatiaiy in England, by putting
down the religion of the Druide. This
tbey dud, not froin any diêlike to idol-
atry, for whcîs they first laridesi in this
country they shewved themselvcs willivg
te wvorship the false gosis of Britons,,
aiong with their own ; but flnding tbat
tho Druids excitesi the people to revoit.
against themi tbey resolvod to destroy
their powver. Accordingly, a Roman,
general,, at thse head of bis troops, pur-
suesi the Druids andi their followers to
the Isle of Angiesca, which wvas the
chiot seat of their religion, and havitsg
eut down their sacred groves, (tse dark
woods in which they useS to practice
their secret rites,) and having killed a
number of the ËFieo theunseives, tbel
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