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CHRINTMAS

Christinags  What thoughts, what
memorics thy sweet name revives !
Holy, peaceful, happy ¢ hristinas, what
joy, what happiness thy presence sl
weeasions *  Grestest day of days, thou
comest to s each year wrth thy mes
sage of poaco and recouciliation. Thou
comust too when nature has laid asde
hor gay xarh of groen leaf and many
tinted tlower, and has cluthed herself 1
the still buautiful but more chastened
oue of unadorned whiteness. Thou
comest ag It wero to remind us that the
hand that seuds tho summer’s heat and
the winter's snew will send s grace
silently and uusunuouuced, as Ho had
sent Bis Sou, into those heartsthat are
detached from the many-colored vani
ites and ploeasures of this world aud
have clothed thewselves in the white
and simple robe of purity aud holiness.

In the stilluess of that tirst Christ-
mas night God coudescunded to break
the siience which e usually preserves
betveocu Himself aud us, iis crea
turas, batween [is heaveuly aud His
earthly kiugdom, aud opening wido
tho gates of heaven Ho bade Hisangels
{ssue forth aud proclaim to mankind
the advent of His Sou. They came,
they adored, and, golug forth to tho
mountain’s side, they announce His
arrival ; ihon resting over the cave
they sing that song of praise which tho
Church, tho Spouse of Christ, has over
since preserved :  ** Gloria in rixcelsis
Ino, et in torra pax hominlbus bonae
voluntatis.” — ¢ Glory to God in the
highest, and on carth prace to men of
good will. *

Toour C M B .« members farand
near wo send this Chiistars grecting :
s Glory to tiod 1n the highest, aud on
earth peace to men of good will.™  But
what meaus this angclic song 2 \Why
glory 0 God, why peace to men :
Why, on this Christinas night, should
God salute His creatures with siuch a
doclaration 7 What had happened ?
Within the shadow of tied’s own city —
Bothlohem — at midnight, aud {n a
stable, a child was dora of a Virgin,
and that child was God. (od hagas
mmed with His Divinity cur buman
pature. Jastead of giving to that

human body and that human scul a
buman personslity e united them to
the D vine I'ersonality of His Eteraal
Son. ‘The Son of God {n A stable snf-
foring the inconvenlences of darkness
and cold : no wouder the angels chould
say ‘* Glory to Gind in the highest,” for
unaver did God receive, or never could
Ged receive, such glory as when, trown
the child Hpa of the ¢ hrist, fell that
tiest sound of anguish in that Christ-
mar stable  Glory then to tiod fn the
Lighest.  DBut alro ** P'wact on varth to
men of good wiil "—the ** peace of
GGod that surpasseth all nrderstand.
tog " leace at Jast betvaen Creator
and crenture  Peace of tufinite atone
ment for fofinite offence.  Peace of
otiteast childrer received onew inure
1uto their Father's house, taking thein
places as heirs of His eternal kingdom,
nint heirs now with this etoraatl Child.
I'eace of fufinite love aund nerey, re
storing those children to the privileges
of a forfeited inheritance.

Again let us recall to the minds of
our brothers the words of that angeliz
hymn of which the Church is so fond
that she winbodies them in the sacred
liturgy of the Mass: ¢ Glory to God
in the highest, and on earth peacs to
men of gocd will." Words so beauti-
ful aud above all R0 appropriate to this
holy season that they must be makiug
tnusic in the hearts of all during tais
day. \When eayingthem with our lips,
or when thinkiug of tbom iu our
hearts, let us not be unmiudful ot the

-concluding words. This peace of God
is only to those who are of gocd will.
I'snce to men of good will: to nen
that strive to fashion their lives upon
the examples of the Mau God, who this
uight was born for us: to Christian
.men who bear in their hearts and
carry iutu daily practico the words of
their Master,**I have coms to cast fire
the Sre of charity’ upon the carth,”
the fire that procceds fiom tho fullil-
ment of that double or rather siugle
commandment which he tells uscon
taius the whole law and the prophets -
*Thou shall love the Lord thy God
abpve all things . . . . aud
thy nuighbor as  thyself,” or
those words  whick Iis  Holy
Spirit insplred  llis Apostle to
write: ** Abovoall things have a con.
stant, mutual charity amongst your
felves ™ No need to ask the meaning
of theso words in the light of this
Christmastitng. That miduight stablo
illumines the worid in this respect even
more than the excecding brightness
that emanated from His Sacred Person
wnen trauctigured ot Mount Thabor.
**t hatitas ¢nristi urget nos"—** The
charity of Christ is pressing us" Not
cven in the garden of olives, aye, uot
ovent on the croxs, when He latd down
s Ul for His fricuds, than which
groater love no man hath, uot eveu
then does the charity of Christ prees us
morce than io that midnight stable,
amid ita cold, its darkuess, ite poverty
-and its holplessuess. For it was the

first act in that great tragedy by which
the Sou of God proved the greatness of
the love rodding {n His Sacred Hoart
for the sons of men, tho first in that
Jife that wa~to overturn a P’agan world
and substitute for a creed of hatred and
revenge and self seeking that of merey
and forgiveness and braotherly love.
So well did the Apostlesloarn the spirit
of thelr Master that we tind them say-
fng tothe early Christians: ** Wea know
that we have passed fromn death unto
lite bechusn we love the brethren ”
Aud within the fold of the atholic
¢ hurch woe find those teachings of
« arist and His Apostles blogsomiug into
truit and estwblishing orders and coin
wunities and associations, which how-
ever they may differ in the manner of
thetr work,xll are founded on this first
principle.  Ged is the common Father
of all.  We all are bhrothersin Uhrist.

In the peacs and gladuess of this
¢ hristinas titne, then, let not our broth-
ers forgoet that they helong to an asso-
ciation that rests upon this glorious
foundation, viz, the doctrina of that
¢ piid of DBethlchem preached from a
mangoer aud & cross @ that we are to
bear wittness unto Him in the holivess
of our lives, in our love for Him Who
is the great Father of all; in our love
for all men who are lis children, like
ourselves, and congequently our broth-
ars: in our fidelity towards one another
who belong to the same society, €0 that
all men may see that its only aim is the
glory of God, the txaitation of Hisholy
Church, the binding together of our
Catholic breihren for mutual sympathy
and help.

Let us be thankti: to (iod thatin our
tadividus! case and to the best of our
ability wo aro assisting in the great
work done by our Association : that we
are helping to smooth the pillow of
many an uufortuvate invalid and to
bring some consolation into homesthat
bave come withiu the sweep of the
Zrim reaper’s scythe, which seemingly
without mercy cut off the wage earner
in its course ; that we are belping to
bring to God aud to keep with God
mapy a soul that otherwise would have
wandered from 1iis sheepfold.

Finally, let us be glad that we ave of
an asgociation the aim of which is so
noble that it is gratifying to the Sacred
Heart of the Infaunt C'hild and zonse.
-quently carries with it tho blessing of
God : that it is and ever shall be tath-
olic, Mutuat and Benevnlent.

ASSIGNMENT UF BENE FICIARY
CERTIFICATES ok Il
CIES.

Reneliciary Certiticates or Policios in
the C. M. L. A.. are & specloe of pro
porty which the partias interested may
disposs of. The disposal 1nmay be
cither absolute or limited. Under ths
Canstitution of the C. M. B. A, a

policy assiguad to a creditor, no mat.
ter how absoluto the form of the assiga-
ment way be, enures 10 the beuefit ¢f
the creditor only, to the amount of the

actual bona fide indebtedneas at time
of transfer, with iuterest at six per
cent, and any payments made hy the
assignee upon the policy. Hence a
policy for 2000 00 assigned to a per-
son for & debt of only $200, would
covor only the amount of such debt
and iuterest with any assessnents and
Jues the assignes might pay. Awto
the residue of the policy, the assign-
ment would by invalid under thet on-
stituticn of the ¢'. M B A,

Uf courss no assignment cai be
valid nunless the parties beneficially in-
terested execute thefasigument,and are
all of the full age of twen'y-one years,
andotherwire underno disability. ifany
of nuch partes is under twenty-one or
for any reazon incapable of coutract-
ing, the assignment would be invalid
as far as the iuterest of such party is
coneerned.  If all the parties to such
assignment weare then under ago, and
the assignment was not ratified after
they bLecaue of age, the assignment
would be invalid. For instance, if &
policy were payable to wife and chil-
dren, aud the children were under age
at time of the tranafer the assigntnont
as to their interest would be invalld,
though good a9 to the interest of the
wife, who had joined in the aseign-
ment.

Beneficiary Certificates ia a benefit
society liks the C. M. B. A, arsnot
as good security for a loan as policies
in an ordinary {usurance company.
The ouly duty to bo fulfilled by the in-

_sured in a stock company is to pay the
! premiums as they fall duc, and this
" may be done by the assigues; butina
soclety like the C. M. B. A., there are
"many duties to be performod by tho
members, and for neglect to perform
such duties a member may be sus
pended. Morecver it is at all times
open 10 8 member 1o resign hismember-
ship, aund thus cause all rights of the
beneficiary in the policy tolapse. There
uothiug is to preventany member of the
¢ M. B. A. who bas assigned bis policy
trom coasing to be a member. The
presentation of his resiguation iuthe
form meutioned in the Constituticn
savers his connection with tho (. M. I,
A. :and all liabllity of the C, M. B. A

to the beneficiariea uamed in th
policy of the member so resigning then
CORNCS.

While there may be perfectly goed
Teasons jor aseiguing a policy in the
C. M. B. A, it should bo parted with
ouly as alast resource. By assiguing
his policy a member may deprive his
wifo aud tawily of the ouly meaus
available for them, should he becut
off.

Membears and oflicers of tho C. M. B.
4., should do all in theic powsr o dis:
couutenance the assignment of Benrti.
clary Certtticates  They will bo act-
{ug in the best interost of the associa-
tion if they take all poesible meansto
proveut the transter of policies 1rom
thoee persons whom it is the first object

' of the C. M. B. A. to beacfit.




