
THE ARTS STUDENT IN TIIE MISSION FIELD.

A YOUNG man, who is ooking forward to a colege training iir
Arts withi a view to the niinistry, finds in the calendar of

the college at which lie proposes to, enter on a -'ourse of theologica1
training, a notice " tih -t ail students inay and that ail theological
students are expected to engage in active work in the mission field
during the sumniiier mionths." 0f whiat this work consists lie is
ignorant, but has a vague idea thiat lus tirne ivili be principally takon
up visiting, distributing tracts and Bibles and hiolding religious uueet-
ings in out of the wvay corners, whiere the people nleyer hiad the pri-
vilegors of regular service froin an ordained pastor. Many are
therefore greatly surprised-and oftcn discoinfitod, too-on reaching
their location to find instead of the insignillcant place they pictured
to theinselves, a thriving, intelligrent settleinent of Scotch Prcsby-
terians it xnay be, to, whoin the preachingr of the Gospel is no rarity,
and the rnajorîty so, weli versed in the "«Wecstininster Confession of
Faitli " that they can deteet an error ini doctrine, or a weakness in
thcology anywhere within hearing distance.

Sounietimies, too, it nuiay hiappon thiat trouble liais arisen in what
w-as once a prosperous congregation supporting a regular pastor.
Thingsgco on froni bad to, worse and tinally the iinister resigns,
the people lose their interest. Sone (Io xîot attend churcli at ail].
Othors liave united. it nîay be wvith other denoininations, and every-
thingw is badly disorgat.ized. At sucli a tine as this the Presbvtery
resolve to send a student to, this field. And hoe cornes laboring
under nany and serious disadvantages. In the first place lie is
just froc fromn the iworries of his first year at college, to whichi the
probabilities are lio caie insufficiently prepared. Latin inythiologry,
Grcek roots and the intricacies- of the Hebrew verb are not in the
n acantirne grood preparations for preaching thie Gospel. Some, ini-
<leed, maintain that they tend to dinîinishi the spiritual life of the
'1iristian.

Mhon the student-who, perhiaps, lias never preachied before-has
beexi preceded, it inay be, by a clever, scholarly expounder of Holy
Writ.

.Many pastors who, have been long in the wvork confess that they
e;cldom go into the pulpit without having more or less nervousness


