
'furning to Aîîîerica'i prose %writers wve
find thiem fellowing clcsely in dlie foot-
steps of their brother poets-treading the
sanie heaten path of ignorant prejudice.
Daniel \Vebster Tanks among tbe foreiiiost
of Aniericari orators. Hi% Bunker Hill1
speech is a masterpiece of eloquence.
But who can read that speech and not
feel a regret tiat tie great niind of its
author sbould be iinctturcd in the least
degree wiîbi the bigotry of bis age. Yet
such is uinfortunately tbe case. 'l'lic
orator of Bunker iii is paiully partial.
Althouighi it %vas fin oration delivered on
the occasion of inaugurating a monument
conînenierative of a struggle which pur-
chased a nation's freedoru, tbere is no
mention even of the mnies of Lord BýalU-
mnore~ or %Villian Penn, who in Maryland
and I>ennsvv.ia did s0 înuch for lîoili
civil and relfiglous liberty. On the oîlier
biaud tie lilg1riui F.îîhers are lauded te
the skies. Thieir had deeds are kepi in
tic background. Tlîey receive an tîndue
nîeed of praise - thiese saine pilîrini
fatbers, %vho, as history plainly showvs. iu-
stead of bein- the friends of religions
freedoru, became by tbeir i)arirow-nîmided
way of acting, the very incarnation of
religious bigo îry. The orator of Neiv
England dr.ts auythbîug but a truc picture
Of iliose who carne froni Spain to seule in
South Ainrica. 0f the motive whichi iu-
fluenced the Egshand -Spaniards iii the
colouization cf North and Southi Amierica.
lie says the former did not seek after gold,
white Il the mines of gold and silver, wvere
tic incitenients bo Spanish efforts." Thle
colonisis of Engilish America wvere of the
people, and a î>eol)le alrendy free," Il the
conquerors, and Europein, settlers of'
Sp.iuish Arnerica w~ere îwainly nîititary
coninmauders and cznimon, soldiers."
'l'ie former were "industrious individuals,
miakin-g tlieir own wvay iu the wilderness,
(lefeflding t1îemsclves against the savages,
recogfnizing their right to, the soil, and
with a generally hionesî purpose of intre.
ducin.g knowledge as well as Christianity
anîong thei." -Spain Swooped eu South
Aierica like a falcon on ils prey. E veîy.
tbîng waq &ene. TerTritories were acquired
hy tire and sword. H-undreds and thous-
midi of hunmant beings fell by fire and
sMord. Even conversion to Christianity
"'as attempied by ire and sword?' We

rnighit quote niany more passages froni this
famious oration showing r.Webster's
repugnance to the Spaniards, and his
extremne fondnes-s for the Puritans. But
eriougb lias been said to show that the
orator was prejudiccd against the former.
And the reason wvas, Çatliolic and Spanish
were for hlmii synonyrnous ternis; h-ence
bis deep aversion to everyone and every-
tbing bearing the latter appellation.

The popularity of %Vashington Irving
as aprose writer is world-wide. But lie
lias been guilty of sonie gross calumnnies
against the Catholie Ciurch. In his
"Ncvstead Abbey " we read : OQne of

the parchment scrolls-found in the eagle
of miolten brass-throws rather an awk-
ward licgbIt upon the kind of life led by the
friars of Newstead. It is -ii indulgence
gyranîted to thern for a certain number of
monîbis in which plenary pardon is assured
in advance fo- a/i ki,,ds of eaie." It
appears iliat sonie tirne after the writinga

Ï>

of ibis, D)r. Claticy, the thien co-adjutor
Bishop of Charleston, on a visit 10 Eng-
land, called i Newstead Abbey and ruadie
ai careful exaniination of tbe parchient
nientioned by Irving. IlSe far fri being
ain induili.eence," says the Bishop, " te friars
fri a Pope or Bishop, or any ecclesiastical
auîhority, it is a pardon for civil offences
wvhich an English king theughit proper to
imipart te real or iiiîaginary offenders

aast île forest-laws in Sherwood,
Countv of NottinghIam'i. Thotioh the
flict m.as broughit to, the knowledg1e of
Irving, and a promnise of correction
obîained, the insulting passage in
"Newstezid Abbey'- remains 10, this day;

a blet on the fair name of the Anierican
Goldsmith.

If there 15 one class more than another
of Ainerican prose writers who have shown
a decidedly bigotcd spirit in iheir works, it
is the historians-the ver>' men froim whomn
we bave a rigbit te deniand freedoni froru
not only reli'gious prejudice but even froru
the least partiality towards any mne sect or
religion. George Bancroft is the greatest
historiaîî Anierica lias seen. By bis history
of tlie United States, lie refutcd the charge
<if Europeans that- Anierica hiad ne history.
ln the persenal revision of this %vork le
altered nearly every passage which he had
fornierly written complimentary to, the
Catholic foundiers of Maryland ; and thtzs
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