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m iracu lotis worics, antci Illey arc flîrther
valdsigns, becauise Ilhey otffed .sensible

îroufs of the working of aî divine power.
M\liracles b>' thieir niatuire caîl foi- thiese

tw~o cilamacters. lirst of ill tlîey are
sensible, or clic couild they. be tIîrtîqt for
warcl as sioens maniiftstir'ganî- ng It is

e(L!Yplain that cxter[ , irand im 'teril
plielloniena C«au alone sup1y) mliraries, be-
CamiS. thecy alone are perceptible to oz-nr
senses. lIn addition the%? muist he extra-
ordina-ry. Ordinary phnnea holugh
the wvork of God as well as of second
causes, do no-, howevcr indicaîc scnsibly
-Godl' irumediate andi ordinary presence.
I t costs effort and tho-ight to realize tliat
witlhott God notlingi ' i.-s done. (,od is the
mlost secret as %V'eil as the irst os causes,
1-le sets Ille Second cauises in motion by
imperceptible meians. But whcn thiere
hiappons a number of plienoniena, plainly
dite to no naltival cause, the priniary Cause
shows itsclf direcîly. conîniion smise can
recognize or si:ggest nlone but this secret
cauise, and il sa\s. "This wvork is surely
the work of Gocl."

Miracles -are thecrefore so closeiy Con-
nected iih nature, ils phienomena and
laws, that justice wvould no'. be retidered to
tiiese latter, if passed over uinnoticed

Nare"in tlîewords of a scientist, " is the
united totality of ail that the senses can
p)crceive. Ilu faict, ail thiat cannot bc made
by' iia,ti is termied nature, that is God's
creation." lu nature there are certain
causes and effects and also objects. Anl
object is a thing, perceptible to the seises
and occupies space. Froru otjects sJ)ring
phienomiena. Iu ordinary language the
tcrni denotes something e.\traord-4tiary or
precr'mattiràl. -Strictly, phenoniena are
visible changes rcma.-rked in anl object out-
sicle of checmical effects. Theliy include
the resimts perceptible to onle of the senses.
'ztake ai stonec, as a fiamiliar example, in our
hancis, open Ille fingers and the stone fails.
WeC low it fails because we sec it faîl.
\Ve say it falîs by the law of weighît or
gra.1vity. 'lhle curions, naturally ask %Vhat
is a law.

it this point investigations dig some-
whant deep), for tlîev toucli alinost the
fou udation of things. L aw is not besides
anr Object Nve can sec or tGuch, nior do we
ind lràcticable imeans os' laying hold of it.

hl is art fuly construct cd by mecans 0f careful

observations, reflections and abstractions.
Airy' atid elastie of substance il is fouind
adapted to Ille miost dissimilar circumi-
stanices. Observe wliat takes place. Iii its

propr snselaw pples nlyto free agents.
Il t a rule %vhicli eiese adopt for the pur-
pose of fixing thleilsehcs uiprn 'à Certain
aini and precision in action. In man this
rule regtilates lits fi-ce acts with a l)inding
forcc. By aid of intellect and xviii, lie
comprehiends ils substance, drift, and(
uirini force. On thki accunit it is calted
Ille moral laiv. 0f iîself, it directs, but

ives no real:ty or being ro the action
wluich f.)!llos. 'lhle force whlictidoes this
lies ivithlin the agent, the rule is wvithiout.

trrorn tili% ils iîroper spheru, iaw is trans-
ported 10 thle phiysical wvorld, to agents not
iiasters of thecir movemients. It is nec
longer ani external rule fur it fmnds liere
necither knoiwledge mior libert . required t0
chio.-se and observe ils dictates. Physical
law therefore di ffers essentially fromn tlie
moral. We reniark that irrarional aet
liive each their 1p(culiiar natures, cousti-
tuted by particular properties, which in
turn give risc to peculiar acts and no others.
WVe notice that Ii each being, the nature
ils properties and actions a re so con-
sidered as inseparable that whlc nl ->-, or the
other is taken away, the rest cianges or is
Iost. 'llie relation b>' whicl thc.se elemients
are so bound up tog ethier is called the
plîysical lawv. Here, the nature of this law
is clear. Lt is niot a force, lias no real ini-
fluence and the acti-n is independent of
't.

Lt is now pretty well agreed to explain
iaw as the constant and invariable relation
between phienomiena and thieir diverse
forces ; iii other words, the sanie pheno-

nai are invariably produced Mien the
conditions are the sanie. A stone fails
if miot ldé up. At ordinary pressure
water bols at ioo2/.. X'et is this definition
more thian n. stateinent, of facts ? Does Il
throw lighit on t!îu causes of the phenio.
mlenai and why they should be necessaril>
identical ? lerein lies the nature of the
law. We know it is thi, object of every
la-igiver that al! bis subjects tell Ille truth
always, that the property of ail would be
resp)ectcd by ail], iii a word thiat, in the saille
circwimstances, the sanie acts of virtue
ivould. be reproduced w'ith nithematical
precision. Yet does it really happen 1IR:
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