
McGILL FORTNIGHTLY.

A iniedical tuait, who hiad li< pretvinsioîîs to classical
seliolarshlî, oîîce told nie that lie liad learîît a great
deal of a:atuniy and histolugy froiîî bis Latin and Greek
clîctictrits. If t le îlîeaii iig of the coin p)oiieiit P)arts- uf
words likze azygos. epidetrniiis, iiiesol>last, mîyoluinînla is
ksîou'ii, a p)roiîiienî fluet is ruvealed ini the structure of
tlit %vords tliciiîselve's, and fil( wd\* towards atiatoînical
or lii-tological knwlde ladc so incli the miore
s1)eedl3 B3ut t> uise coiiparati vely nîiodern îîiiJ
anttîxursý, as thecy are: olteil î,t. itî the niaiii view of

treaiîîgetyîîolgielly ny tr:ll.e %Vurd.- titat lljay i

* oiènd iin tlieîîî, is to iiiliakze tlicir veducational vahtie
altogethier. Exanîjiiiers are, a-, 1 have said, fond of
picking, out wvor(s and askiin tlieir source. It wonld
bc better if tiîev wonlld be content to sce wlîe:tler a

* çonngcandidate can ini most cases gZîve the inuaînllig
* siiînply, so thiat soinc idca inîa be: furnicd as to whcthier

the piece. wvlizte:ver it is, lias beeîi rea( l hatily, or cire
fully and. iîtSiety t11,li, thetterClass of schools
do go beyund thec few bare flîcts uf a life of the athulrf
the i>are ouffine of story or plot, alid a bare Eist of falicy
words. Thie old Ilîzabetlîasî inuthud l)ractised iii the
days of few l)ouks, wvas ii truc one. 'Mid wvas

* dev-eloped anc Uiacnlties wvert xrîsd-xecsd

it îulay bc ad un1 iaterial thai wu Cali no loniger teîuploy
but, 'ifter ail, the cnltnred ULlizab)etlîaîi gentlemnii, tu
sav îîotlîiîg of thev 1i .hean sehuolar, Witi blis readv
tNOrkiiigy knio\Nledgc, uf Latin and Grec], and ]lis pre
ferenice, soînetiies, of Italiant to Enlswotld nuot
find Iiiînself disgraced lu miodern Conmpany. A teachier
1ikc Roger Ascliamn, for inistance, lias a finle Conception
of whiat uducatil)n is. of wv1îat edlucation slînul effect.
Tlicre is a getie glow of cintlilnsiasnîi that illijuiiates
anîd warnis AscIamn's page whien lit viewrs lus; classics
a-, moral ali(l initellucinal gospels, capable of lea(ling
youth to Iligh serious thoughit, teo gentlecncss, ta good

brecding\Yo wvoifder that Lady Jane Grey wislîccl ho
(-scape the '' pilces, nippes and bol>bes " of lier parenits,I al to go to M. Eliiner, " wlîo tcachieti rite su lenttie, so
picasatih witlî sochi faire allurenicuteus ta lucariîug, tlîat
I thinke ail tit tynuie îîuthuuig whules I.1arn witliIiu.'
A.scliauuî, as ail the world kitovs, once fouud Lady Jane

Grey readilng Platu's Il-doîi witli as "'tic], elujoYiluet
-as a gentlemn would find in a tale of Boccaccio, wlîil
lier parents wue huînitiug in the pari,. Thiis seins
extraordinary, exceptional -, yet Ascliarn lias soînitlg
to say about Elizabthtl likewise. 0f course, wve cxpcect
to find even iiu Asclînnii the faslîionable coilipliinîeuts
pai(l to thie quecii. But if wc arc iniclined to call
Ilie stateilit tlîat Elae hils pupil, boflu as
prîinccss andci unonarcli, wvas 1 )erfectly rcady in Italiaii,
Frenicil alîd Spiisî -an c ggetrtioni-ta s;ayi otiiig
about lier devotioui to Grek-,.v îiuist coil ta a cou.
cluisioti that goord results iii ceducatioîî were kîiowui ta
our forefilier.s. Let the vcry web of the best Exuglisli
classics be <ispiaved with ,;iiilicitN aîîl interest
po(iint out tlie uîîeuaiiîig anic i graicefiles.s of its varied

nei u l,d tiiet living force.. wiil take the place of
dead fornmulas; liat ouily so-the abilityv to write gooci
E0nglislî alid ta spell correctly wvill be -strcnigtielledl.
Now and tiei tl effcct of good E nglisli trainuing is
brauglit uiidcr the notice of the student of literature.

I

Defoe is a case ini p)oint. I-is style issiipfle and strong,
soinetiiiies trenceliant, for Defue k a inaster in iroiny and
invective. It is tiieair of simiple reality. tliat caltivatcs
nis whecn wu read Ruhinisoni Crnsoe ; 1h k the air of
reality wliii lias caused luis Jotirnal of' the Hlague ho
bc nîistaken by3 sonie for the niarrative ofan eve witless.
Defoe says that the teaclier of the seliuol iii Newiîngtuîî
Green ho wvhicli lie n'eut, mîadc Ili pipils " nasters of
i euî'iglish toiigue." T.he exercises tliere were w*ritteîî

in Eniglisil andl fot, as wvas the genieral etistoin, iii a
learnetd Language. Joint Ruskin, *,:iii, is on(e of the
miodierni iiasters iii Ilisusstyle îvas foricd earlv,
and, as isw'ell knowuî, hisinuotier proved ]lis huîust effec-
tiv'e tcaclier. 0f clice, lic turnced to Scott and Pope's
imoiter, bunt lis niotluer uiisste1 on lus learuinig louig
cliapters of tie Biblc by lîeart and tlic Scottisli para-
plirases as well. Le-t nie quote. "I] very senîtice %vas
required to be said aver andi over agai> tili site ivas
satisfied iviti the accent of it. 1 recollect a struggle:
betveeii lis of about tliree weeks, coîuceriing thîe accenit
of thxe ', of '' in tie hiles

Sliai any followiimg spriuig revive
The -asiles of the uni ?-

I iisisting, partly iii cliilchisli ubstinacy, andi partîv
iii truc instinct of rhiythmui (beiuig wliully careicss 011
the subject bath of unis and tlîeir Contents). oui rccitimig
1h wîtlî aiu acceuteud qf It wvas lot, I say-, till after tliyre
'weeks' labour, that miy iiîothîcr,<got tîe accenit liglîteîîecl
oin tic ''of?' anîd laid on tlie asles, ho lier ii. But lad
it tazeti tliree years, suie wotuld have douie it, liavimug
once utidertakeni ta do it. Anid assureffll ad site ilot
doule it-vrell, thîere's 110 kuialwimig whuat wonild ha.-ve ilap.
pelled bu )tt lun very thiaîikfnl slic dii. Thiis îiiaternial
ilistallationi of iy inind iii tliat propcrty ofeliapltersý, 1
cauint very coiidcltlv Uic îiiost preciauis and(, ou the
wliale, thc anc essen fiai part of ail li,% eclncatioui.'

ALONE \VITI{ NATURE.

Vie raixi cinie snddîlyll. anti lu the shiore
I 1padtdlcd atitl too, r-cisge iu the wood,
:td, Ilaiig cil illy paticlc, tirere 1 stootd

i îildi( contcntîicent îvatchiing the dovripolur.
1Fceliîîg as ort 1 hsive feit lierctofArc,

rzooteà in natture, Unit sîiprinest iisood
,wliecn ail the strcngtli, tic pcacc of solitude

sinki ilit and absorh) the being's corc.

A~nd 1I have tllolighît, if 11nanl couhl but -hIa.tc
Ilis nieil or huit clwhp u fiîid

iiiiiself tirouglh Nature, hîcahiung %vith lier bain
Tite --oulids of tic warid, anid growhuig iiu lier ste.

wliat înlighit and gre.tîîcss-,, najesty of i:îiîid,
Sulility of seul anîd godhlike caiu!

W. 'M. il.

EPITAPHIAL INSCRIPTIONS.

(Conclusion).

The huril place.% of New E iglaiid afford excellent
opportumuities for thie prosectian af studies relatiuîg ta
epitalis, .vilicli iiîay, inii uust cases, bc rclegated wvithl-
out difficulty ta ouie af thie tlîrce Classes giveil iii aur
former article. As illustrative af the epitaplis


