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In 1803 lie wvas ordained deacrin of the churchi at Lily, aet-
iiîrg as curate to his friend Simeon; ib wvas not until shiortly
before lie sailed for India that hie wvas mnade a priest. Ris first
intention hiad been to offer himself as a volunteer to the Chiurchi
Missionary Society, but unforeseen losses of propcrLy mnade it
necessary illat lie should glive sonie thoughits to the support o£~
bis unmnarried sister and himnse]f. It w'as about this ine that
lie wvas offered and accepted a position as chaplain tu the troops
and civil servants of the East India Comnpany in Iindia.

Mien the timne camie for hiîn to leave bis belovcd sisters
and bis home ]and, and to face w'ith his weak frame the trying
climiate and more trying work in India, the strain ncarly pros-
trated him, but not for an instant did lie wvaver or doubt bis
cail to the work With resolute face lie pressed on to a service
whichi lie knewv in bis lîeart mnust shorten his life; yet, lie faced
it gladly, undertaking it in bis Master's naine, and for the sake
of bis fellow men in hieathien darkness.

Iii a rcmiarkably brie£ timie «Martyn becaie able, by bis
intense application, to speak and write tie native langruagre, and
his tinie was fully spent in translating the Scripturcs aîîd speakz-
ingr to the natives, -Mien bis duties as chaplain ii not demiand
bis attention. But it mnust be borne in mind that his position
was peculiar and exacting, giving himi littie promise of -success..
fe hiad been sent out by the East India Co. not, to preach to
the natives, but to the Englîslb people resident there. ]3esides
tliis lie beld an oflice whlîih placed hiin uimder the control of the
inilitary authorities, and hoi nmust work ivithin certain liimits,
,and obey orders as chiaplain withi thîe saine fidelity and docility
as any private soldier in the rzanks-a strictly ticd-up condition
of service whlîi could scarcely bc otlicrwise thaîî as fetters tu a
spirit ycarningr to have iec course iii proclaiming- the Gospel.

Nor -%vas this limitation of service bis grcate-st hindrance.
Thoughi thorouglîly evangelical himself, lie soon foumd thiat thîe
professing Christians of bis own and somne other denorninations
rcpresented in .fndia., were not grenerally of like character, and
even his brother clergymen put obstacles in his way because
hoe was disturbingr them ini thieir false security found iii forums
and cereinonies.

But the antagonismn o£ others always made Miýart.yn s;tromîgrer
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