
POLICY 0P VtII GOVERNMENT.

render it nccssry for hlmn to rule by other
maxima than thoso wvhich swayed bis prede-
cessors. Ho know not w7hat a narvcl loua leap
bis people had taken wbilst ho slopt. le
loaked at tho surface of things only, unable to
penotrato deuer. A new generation of men
had arisen, wvho had boas trainod mn a rcmarka-
bic schoal, which had led thcm by a "&royal
road" to equai riglits and privileges, and
restro.ined Exeutivo power; yet theLr mon-
areh knewv fot the change, but drcamed that
bis people were tho saine as in a former century.
His successor acted on this supposition, and
lest bis crown. Simitoar blindness ta the
"e igna of the tirnes," ani a refusai to learn
wisdam by experiance, wvi1l still produce similar
resuits thaugh on a less extensive rmaie.

Moreover, as the class of %vhich we speak
are unable ta, learu froin the past, s0 tlîey are
incompetent ta foresêe and calculate the future.
The past and the present are laying t1je foun-
dations and coliecting materials for the future,
and on these promises the acute statesman wvîll
taise his stand, and judgo of -%vhat ivili ho fromn
what is. Hie ivili see that the spirit wbich sets
existizig criergies in motion ivill continue ta
operate, and lead themn on ta a dcfined and
expeeted end of mighty import. It becomes
therefore a weighty question with hlm, ivhcthier
ho is to press this power iuto hie service, or
raiso up an antagonist principleofa superior
enogy. If the latter method bo poý,sible, it
would at ail events ensure a severc and pro-
trsted strife, in ivhloh good and evii would ho
dostroyed together; wvhilst the former mode
becomes instantly available and effective, if it
ha usedinimeand used aright. The statos-
mn's abject is fot ta destroy existing powers
because they have sometimos spurnod contrai,
bu, ta guide thomn into a right channel, and
exercise aver thcm that fixed and fuil command
which, belongs of riglit and by proscription to,
superior minde. The contrai which mind
exerts over matter is flot greator than that
which ane niind inay exercise over another,
and over many, when the right mode of wield-
ing that power is possessed. In this way we
me.y command the future, by bringing the
present under aur control ; and if we grasp the
main springs of the social movemont, wve may
regulate it at aur pleasure. But this estimate
of what is, and what will bo, is flot ta bc found
in the men of whom we speak. Their ininds
*#re chained down ta ana ploddng routine,

unable te comprobcend facto that do net squsmo
with their prcconceivcd opinions, as well as
unable ta 9,dopt any new principle ta salve tho
cifficulties that arise in even the ordinary
cour.ýo af events.

There are tivo extremes in the conduet of
political aflhirs, through both of wvhieh Canada
passed in a vory short time. The ane la when
political controversies rage unconitrollod, with
great violence and bittorness ; and the other,
whon ail controversy is stifled, and every
differing expression of opinion ia suppressed.-
Tho first extreme produces a deep porsonal
hiostîhty, bordering on wvar ; the ather spreade
around an unnatural stupor, bordering an death.
Theso states of palitical existence xnay be
ugrecable ta the mon ai extremes, who liva
and riot on the spoilt3 of wvar, or gorge thoin-
selves on a putrîiying body; but to the puîblic
in general they are bath offensive and destruc-
tive. It unatters not 1,hat in bath cases the
ostensible motive and plea is the public good,
for a hast af facts declare but toa plainly, that,
in ech case, the public wveal is sacrificed te
tha selflsh interests of a few leaders af parties.
In the flrst place, the public mind requires
repose; in the second, action. Iu the lirst,
it is goaded inta unnaturai atrife, in the second
it is coercod into unnatural silence and passive-
ness. In the furt case, the volcana is active,
and pours its burnîng lava an ail the works
and wvays o'mon ; in the Eocond case, the sanie
destructive materials may hoe in full commotion
belowv the surface, gathorîng concentrated
strength for anothor eruption, though the actual
outburst bo tcmpararily subdued. To preserve
the public mind in a hocalthy and vigoraus state,
full scope must hoe given for the exorcise of
intelligence and action on overy inatter that
affiects the general intcrest, while care must at
the saune time ho taisen ta preserve that exor-
ciEe Nvithin rational bounds,

Iow much political controversy excecded
ail inodoration before the late rcbellion la well
known, and the natural, if flot necessary, con-
sequence ivas, that political opposition degene.
rated into bitter personai hostiiity in iuany
cases. Differing prties becainoo nly rivais
but enemies, and 'vere sa fair from co-operating
in plans for the public benefit, that every
schemne suggested by anc was surely rejeeted
by the ather, and personal enmaity mingledl
more or 1lm in cvery cofitest. Under any
circumTstaflCes, amnd arnong any people it is a


