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Tite îîext ereiig 3frs. Chuutney sat alone ii,
tire library, expectiiig the rettiri er lier lord ta
dimner, nd liopiuîg cariuesty hu woiild filtil lbit
inîtentiion of hligiiging Ciiptaiii lcako iih biisi
a f...i!t ililer exisîing circuiîistanccs beiiig
ai triaîl iviiici w:îs aima>. more: tirait ber iveuieit-
td uierves comula bezîr.

bMrs. Chutney looketl very pale; traces of tenrs
elinuel bier sort vyes. Sili at î>asel a inus>
distri-ssing day. Site lîad bei-ai carly despatceliil
tu, extract tire trîîtlî fruits Mary Uoidcit, icho ]sad
becii left liu di'raiiie vile iii tVie retlutibihùle
Atiit llnrlaar.. Biut ttars anid c:ares;sezi wero uis
wtuavailitig as tlirc.ats.. Muary stu lait i ta Iîarde-i
Iiier Miss Butisfield's ballasts aîîd reî,roachm.s.
Poser Mlrs. Chuitney w.îs iii ilesîmair; Iliictuatiug
hetireii lier uiib)oiiiîded: coidenice in, aixu adiai-
ration (ir lie-r cousin, ainil tire iiidoiibtc.d e-iideîucc
ofliûr iiidistretioi-fur Mary aminitted tliat lier

ittîkuîowit adîmiirer Iîrvvd to bc Sir Frederie
Sainporton; It fact Nviiich, n1thouglu Mes. Chutne-y
carefuiliy suppresseul, filled tri the mieasmire of lier
lîiensiiiess. Z:inry lierseftoo, tliough angraid
piîtting oit. a uld fraiit,wias, Mrs. Chuutney coiild

Z,,friglituiied anid amtxious. Ir fsite îrould but
open L.er huart tu une V" thouglit thet tearfult Lomuisa.

"Ltuîisi h sonehiig i-rstatieor she-svould
tilt Lac. I trust il ivill aIl coule riglit by Tuesday
iiuxt, or 1 do not know hoiv I shahl maniage thei

dhiîne-pt-riap, ideeul, tire colonel vrill put Sir
Frede:ric off, thotigli hle bias fiel tire day hlim-
selr.

At Uzis poinit iii lier cogitations a ring at ie
ball-door heUl set lier lîcar>. heatizug. SIteglanced
a>. tc cloclc. Toan inutes tosix-lt,.v.s Colon-

elI Chutney, or course, and site slîuddercd lut nu-
ticipation oftie welhl.knomn: cloul taisoIsils broi,
anti tire inevitable oîîîbrcak of inalignationivîth
mliicli whlatever and %vlioerçcr irs>. encountereld
Ma -%oula ho greetel. 1>. ivas, tierefore, a cer-

tain relie, tliougba a great surpris-, wleu -Mr,
Adolphaus Deal" was; atiionaccd; especially as

ha>. genUleman presentsrd himsclf iii accuratc
tvening costîimn-a iraisteat, .vitlij(uclled but-
tonle, clahorate shirt-front, a mero tlireal or a

,%visite tic, patent leatlier bouts, anid a crusli
bat.

nIe lias evidently cerne te dine," Mes3. Chatt-
ney thouglit. "Souie niistnke. lloiv shali 1 get
ria oflîim bcfaoro Colonel Chîutney arrivesT' Site
thien aranc.d a stcip or two, and said intérroga-
ti% ely, uritli ait air or polite surprise,

"Mr. Deal?-"
"Yes," replies] the~ exquisitc iinîosterer, ith a

smilL and a hou; both zuarrel by ncrrousness.
"arn hereilaobc-dicace ta your sligbtestwiisli. 1

lhave stlectedl the carliest moment Yeu named,
andl trnsttd to your delicatol tact ta mantage
cverytia-al-a-in short-ail seren-!'7

"lMadl" tltoughit Laonisa. III amn surr-, lMr.
Deai," sbe sald talon(]," I arn mucli obligea by
tie promptitude vtiitît whlicb you bave cixecuitel
aIl ourerders; but dilyoii not get a note front
mac titis rorniang, ini r. hich I exuîlainied Uuait-I'

Deal forcsaw somneting uncomfortiblu,, andl
stamertd liastily, Il -e, 1 receiîvid no sccond
communication."e

IlI really do not undlerstand you," said Mm~.
Chutney, aImes>. puevislily. "D ut Lifter seuîling
Yoeu that note on Monda, I fouind that I lad
unconsciously rnitacn-'

IlTissen bc dots ual dt- 'out to-d.ny?' imterrupt-
cd Deal, c.,ger>-. IflBut fcar not, I sball vtanish
at your slightest esh. Pcrisls crem. considera-
tion excojttyeur liappinessi'

Thtis dramitie burs>. umildered Mrs. Chuitney
more tItan trer. IlYen secle sîte retitrsi inco-
licrttly, <1 1 put tltem intorwroag envelopes, nal
Mi'a rmt.diattly Uhe danger of Colonel Chiutney

discoecriug tire errr-in short, Mdr. Deal, lie la
rallier peculiar, and I wisb yomt woulai bc se
gool as te go away."

I ar goce"replied Adolpitu!, wti thi irat lbc
imtendel for an air of eb-ironos derotiomi.

"lYes, do go; yen can. cali to-rnorrow, yent
ituai, about the ottoman!'

"9Tite ottornul' Ailolpits lauied satinl-
cally. "I1 w"'aîn itlidine hourofase-" 0

99Tl-,.,, pray bo calut, uny dear air," cried Ztrs. -
slitîeiow comtvincedl of lus; iusaaity andl Y

greatiy alarmned. Il But cuit, tîuis is hitn" site con- i
iiiined, it desî>air, Il thait us luis rimîgt AmuI if lie
sers yu, 1 ivold iirdly anier for your lire, or
illme i-litr."1
"ll'ust lire soruuîeliere--itiymiere 1 Dispose ofe

Ile as. yui % tlt," said Deal, %'ttt ai tticuitifarta1-
Il ic-',leciit of the stut frnuienuln irato tests-I

pesaiuent of tire curarisai; vctcrut ; maid lie turutel
hamstily ta tire liiry disor.

IlNo, ita," 'tvliipetrel Mrs. Ciutey, cigerly,
"îîiot thcre. Go iita the gariem. Jouî, sie
coitiueî ta tire pagec, l'show )lr. Deaul imita tire
gairuhem. Tiemi ater yomir tiaster is sife ira, taule

[titis tire key cf tîme lomer gate. M1ake haîte-
ohîl1 do malte- haste."l

In lime tuliist cf làis trealanti timmidity Adolhitlims
îlrcpîed lsis bat, amd mialle ait iuiofiictta ilbfrt ta
r-.co-cm 1. "IDoro mu>.uelay, Mr. cipmydo
ntote" itriptarcd Mrs. Chiutntey; nd tire itex>. me-
mnti tira Frencli indowv le:iliuug to irie garden
closel saison Ille luatless uttiiilstemr.

A second furiaus.rimig at tire bell, and Mrs.
Chuîtney, retrenting linstiiy toimarIs huer fauteuil,
tripuîed orer tire leist lia-ea,îicked 1>. trp, nud
droppiel it ito ant obscumme conuter betwvcmî Uire
mvisilow and tiue pilano, iritere tire ample miurtains
(-fetti.lly coitcealedl 1£.

Colonel Chutney catereil, scethiing w.tli ivratit.
lie 'triped bis brai- amîd took a torii tmî) and doua
tire rouai unable ta fit! iords suuticientiy expres-
sive of luis iuids ênation, while Mrs. Chîutney sat
trembling. In ibis condition vtiolent-teniperedl
people consider tht-y arc calait, turbulefl imsis-
ting thait thuey lirc se. WiVîen tire wvords caise
tha>. tire colonecl ]raad been vainly scking for, hue
spokec threr sloivly and soleYguly I "Look hiere,
Mrs. Cliitnev, 1 have been Lkept fie mntiutes nt
tluat iiferjma (Jour, %vth tiue suiti blazing fuîi!

lasultsl Iusultt 1 eaUL them, by TOV(.- i %itea a
mamn's uri>bes are disrtrîrcc-d, Lanil-aud--

"Wliever mnimd, ttud rs. Clrumiey, in a
sootliing tore, i'tU nierving luerself'tvitb tte buopse
that ber iliffiicuiitics w-cie uuc.arly orer. "IGo ni,
andi wasl your battde. Tliu is stucit a iiice cuir-
ry for dinner."l

T Vu> lit -II vcry -wel,"1 rt-phid tire itusbanil,
sispiciuisly, "-but I îsroula lay tira ta one you
have forgatti tire coeoa-nit."

IYaîî have lost, timen," criel luis 'trife, attenipt-

1is- cuasider you aive mie a l'air of glores."1
Thet colonel, a good liait surpriseul, stuburittel
awkirardly, nd, sliglitly mollified, coatimed bis

quamter-dceck waik. oirer tite campett. IlNou,
Loutisaf 'a lie gan, "liua.-t have yen donc 'tritir
Mary te-day 7V'

"INoeting, dear 1 coula nike notlîing of lier.
atsingle syhlable ofexlînation coumla Icxtmac>

front ber. Sa 1 begged A tînt Barbara to bring
luer orer te dinner."

Il Yox 1avé-? Thuen you hmave donce vtry
urroug. 1 liave uskcd Pc-the; ndl as I do not

isl ib ta bc tlm-aggegh imita tiue saine uniscrable
position 1 liave- been, 1 sluauld 1rfer-" icre lic
stoppel short aud siarul ixcèly at tue wrmndaws.

II say,"obscrved tire colonuel, imtensely, "ljeýk at
tires* bltis; une of tliein is a foot h.igber titan
Uic otier. Iloi nny. righuit mindcl persaIn mia',
nu ye imu hicatl eau endumre sucu a drcadftul
obliqitity, is more lia I au fathom!' lie llegaas

£0 uatiist Uiec crl, wrlen lue gnin magie a
suidîn patust: and hooked ouit iutentiy jute thue

*garden. Il Who is tit Itînatie %-alking abomut
'tritbout Isis buat? lie aslkci atls. I "Ga, it's

*Deal, tire tpliolstcruir. Wbat tUse detîce us Deal
doing tiere?"

Il1£ is ait over" thuouiht tîit rreic(l Louisa,
*lier hear. -siakiug rilluin lier.

"Johu"slaumet(l colonel Chutncy te tiuep.g'
"lcornu uer"-pointing te tire gai-dca. IlWho
it tint mannine T' Johin nppearel like magie,

*ti-oubled, ih a bal couigli, and lookel to bsis
mistress for directions. Site shok lier litad les-
ptulrimigly. Johu's cougliget morse.

a Sitp thit comubundel hza&ing F criel te
icolonrel, sternîy, Il A corne bere. Lool, 1 Tell

me Wiho thst !i. tho satea2

ilPieuses sir,1" returued tire page, vith an ait
il unhesitatinig certainty, Ilthat, air? tlift'i Miss
remimarAna, as litres at Numuber Twcnity-iîcr
~oung man. 1 eeo Iris often of a oveniugwalk-
ng ulles: lier balcoiiy, aad hc urevcr do wear Isis
n't.,,

"lDo y-oi men to tellinme yout do flot recogilise
tiiii as that ridiculous idiot, Deul tire tîplîolster-
r T
as Well, air," Iook*ttig ont caireftilly, sisi wvitlî a

toile or gretit cai.iour, I ntowte I ook dloser, it t3
MIr. Deal."

"9Tiîerc is sartie infeirnal iniseliief lr,"cried
tire Colonecl, ft(lttrkStiiCiOtI rUSILinig te Isis biraisa.
& WVby %vas 1 kept sa long ut the Lissr? WIîy-
ivliy-%Mrs. Chîutney?2"

"My .uiar Felix, belicre me-et
a. 1 iil helieve nothliigl Go, joint, go this mua-

ment, aid brimmg lire that ivmetched îinibecilm. 1
%viIl get te the bottoui of tîjis, andi if I tauid >ou
hatve Weil comproinisalg site %with expefisives or-
tirs I wvill post a warîimg agninst you in ail the
publie papers to-niorrow!'

Tire caloniel paused for vwantof brenth, the
page ruslied nway tu exectitc Isis %wishies, amid poar
Mcs. ,litiey, roused ta indignation at last,
stood sitelitly watebîmtg the selleC, luttoralaty

Iuiiatil~ nt being pI:îced iii sucli a pos.itionî for
sa insufficient a cause. Tire colonelI thrs:w open
tho %vindoiv, and, regardicits of piublie opinion,
siouted out. Isis directions ard ordent in stento-

riais; terres.
Menuwbilc, tie wretcbied Adolphus, finding tire

gardena gate Iockccl, hll IiiigerLd about in scarch
of succaur, and bsis bat. Oit first seeing John IIy-
imîg %vgit Uic most ostentations speed, lie iunag7iu.
cd lbe ias coming ta Isis nid, and bastened ta
incet hlm, diti mcd bynu injuaction from tic
page, ln as Jouit - terre as lie dared, Il tu ciil
t'Other way I l'in sent to atc en.v »me

Lapon Deal, bsis ivts sliarpcaed by a drcad of Cul-
oiel Chutney's wvîat, andl a suspicion that (as-
lie veilla buîinself bave phrased it) ho ivas la Lire

"v«Lrrong box," tarned sharply amîd dived dowxî
nnotlier walkc i %viile, under sbelter of africiidly
trce, tic pagc timlockcd and left open tire gardvît
gate, dieu rusbed towards Deal, sliouting to liait)
41to coma back, as master vrauteil hlm!'

Tire colonel stood a>t tic liaif-opent %rindowin
lsis cntgcruîcas, iuîd %Irs. Chutiney, fcaring ie
ncigbamîtrs commentsi cndeavourcd ta drag faiili
back. 4 TVantes riglit, Johnii dodge umider tue
willoiv-trec, and you wvil have bit t Doubire
round ie taignonette plot. Tira bis llankby tlc
gardensesat. Police i Iolice 1"

"lFor bcaven'es sake, Colonel Chuitney," said
lsis irifé, alarmeil and scandalized a>. tese out
cries, Ilcompose yourselftl 'copie wvill tbink yen
madl Il

13y this timc sereral smart pirlour mails baill
assembled at both the back and front entrances,
with fricaiy messages to enqiiire if the lîouschand

bc robbed;i if" mliaster could bc of any sise -"
44if saissis sliould corne and stay ivith Mrs. Cliut-
ney," wbo wis pospular]y siîpposcd te be in vio-
lent lystertcs, after wituteing a atslperate biand
to band coaflict betucen lier busband and a tru-
culent liousc-brckcr.

In Uhc inidst of tlîis excitement, Captain Pcakc
presentcd liimself, %riti, tire intention ofdiningnc-
cording ta invitation ilt tire hospitable owners
of tire boeuse.

Mrs. Chuitncy, now tlîoroigly rouscd ta self-as-
sertion, ]rail surmnousatcd a stroiîg inclination toat
fit of crying, amîl reccircd Captin Peakc ivith
iroaderfut comporsure. IlWbat is te malter ?'
isko-Id tbat gentleman, ithl natural curiosity.
I~l iere's a b)cvy oftincotamon smart girls in cilas
on the doot-stapse, anti tlîey say Chutneyhbasbe
obligeal te cut somneboc/si dliront iii sclf-defcme
Wliere is your cousin, M~iss Hiliers r"

"eTmankt lIearvca " rettimed Mrs. Chutney,
cctlitre is one sanc imtividnail l% the bouse attasti
Captain Pc:-tkc, 1 can explnin tuàs rnatter in a
fevr worq,.tant ire colonel will not hear mele

Caiuphin 1'cako lookcd mach distressed, and
pullcdl bis long moustaches mneitatircly, as thao
colonal panted on a chair, fitzsbcdl and licated
froin %:mistral exertion.

19Sryte gire yost se strange a reception,
Pcate,n hio sii lin n ul toilc; IL buti bave

1=27tl unrl.tbed.a mystery of Esomo Lkrna'


