
LES8ON VI-May 10th, 1896.
Les-sons -on Prayer. LuKEi 18 - 9-I1'.

(Comnmit tofliemprj verges 1,7417).
GOL.DENý TEXTr: IlThe publîcan, standing afar off, wvould not lift cfp sa.niuch as his eyes unto

heaven, but smnote upon his breast, saying, Goci be merciful to me asinner.> Luke 18. 13.

PROVE, 1,iAr-We should pray humbiy. Ecci. 5: 2.

SHORTIIR CNFECHISM. Quest. 58. W'hat is reçCzdrti in he Jo;w-t commanlZela? A.
The fourth commandnient requireth the keeping hoiy ta God such set tUnies as hie bath
appointed in his word, expressiy one whoie day in seven, to be a holy Sabbath ta himseif.

LESSON HYMNS. C7kildrei's Hyiinal-Nos. 45, 46,'213, 214.

DAILY PORTIONS. illo;iday. Lessons in prayer. Luke 18: 1-8. 7Dzesday. Lessons
in prayer. Luike i8: 9.17, Wedinesday. Unacceptable prayer. Isaiah 1: 10-20. 7.71urs-
dgy. Penitent prayer. Nehemiali i. 1,rid«-y. Flumiility in prayer. Psa!rn 25: 1-1 4.
Salurday. Frayer for pardon. Psahin 51: 1-13. Sabbkdk. As littie cbiliren. Matt. 18.
1-6, (Thie Z. B. R. A. Sélecions).

HELPS lIè' STUDYING.
INTRODUICiORY. In the first part of the chapter aur Lard inipresses upon his disciples the

duty of impartunate prayer by the parable of the Unjust Jurige. But prayer shouid algo be
offered in a humble spirit, a spirit of felt unworthîness and penitence. Seif-righteouisness is
offensive ta God, but the broicea-hearted find niercy.

LESSON PLAN, I. The Pharisee. vs. 9-12. 11. The Publican. vs. 13, 14- 11. The
Children. vs. 15-17.

9. Unto certain-Samie of the people,
perhaps disciples, in whom the pharisaic spirit
dispiayed itself. Trusted in themnselves-
Had no daubt abaut their owvn superior good-
ness. Righteous-They reiied upan their
own righteausness far acquittai befare God

* (Phil. 3: 4-9; Isa. 64: 6). DesPisodI others
-R, V. IISet ail others at naughit." (Etom.
1-4: 3, id; *Prov, 30:, 12; Isa. 65: 5; 16-: 15;
15: 2). 10. The temple-The texnplestoud
on Mt. Mariait Here the daily sacrifices were
offered and the great festivals celebrated. It
È ad become, very naturally, a place of prayer
(Matt. 21: -13; Mark il. 17; Acts 2: 15; 3:
i; id: 9). A pharisee-The pharisees were
very particular abt>ut their observance of the
law. For their true character read Malt. 23:
14; 23: 25; 3: 7; 9: 11-13. A publican-
or taxgatherer. Since the taxes were tribute
ta their Roman canquerors na respectable Jew
wouid aci u~s a publican. Those whoý did so0
were despised and, prababiy, deserved ta be.
But, like others who bhad lia righieousness of
their awn ta boast of, they gladly accepted

' God's freemrercy offered by Christ. 11 . Stood
_Standing .%vas the usual posture in prayer but

the word here used inidicates ihat hie ceremoni-
ousiy assumed anattitude. With himfself-
It wias a sulent prayer-or the expression may
aîean ihat hie stood apart from others while
praying. God, I thank thee-Better IlO
God." 1-is prsyeris not a thaniksgiviig býtt a
boast (Rev. 3: 17, -18; Isa- 1: 15; 59: 2). H-is
account of hirnseifswnay have been quiite-correct

-but the spirit of hi's prayer was vainglaî-ious.

12. Fast twice in the week-This was
more than the ]av required. That prescribed
but one fast in the year (Lev. 16.: 29). Give
tithes of ail that 1 get (R. V.)-The iaw
required tithes anly of corn, ivine, ail and cat-
île (Deut. 14. ?2, 23). le did far mare than
ihis <Mati. 23: 23). Buit hie did nat repent of
sin (Prav. 28: 13; I Pet. 5: 5). Inwvard pur-
ity, holiness, ivas nat his' standard. 13.
Stand inýg-The word here is not the saine as
described the pbarisee's attitude. Afar off-
Nat presuiming ' o approachi cicse ta the 1-faIy
Place. Ile manifested the deepest humiiity
and contrition (Ps. 4o: 12; Ezra 9: 6; jer.
31: 19; Luke 23- 48). A sinner-Lit "i«he
sînner,".'i. e. IIsinner that I amn." (i Tim. 1:
15). 14. Justified-Accepted af God and
pardaned. Humiiity is the road ta true honor
(job 22: 29; Luke 14:. IF; Jas. 4-: 6; x Pet.
5: 5, 6). Infants-R. V. "t he*~ babes."ý
None are toa uitile or 100 young to came ta
Christ. Touch themn-Lay his hands on
theni and biess theni (Mati. 19: 13-15; Marl,

10 3.The disciples thaught it an unneces-
sary and undignifled interruption. 16. Called
the m -- Mark says that Jesus wvas 11 much dis-
pleased " at the interference of the disciples.
Of such. is the kingdom of Gacl-If is said
that children alone af ail hesaw an earih- re-
mninded Jesus af bis Hame (Mati. 5- 3; Il-
25; 17- 10, 14; I Ccir. 14-. 20; 1 Pet. 2: 1, 2).
17. As a littie child-Never puîting farwarzi-
any ciain for il, but receiving it uinhesiLîaîinglyý
as th6 gift of a iovinàg F aiber.

LnssoNS. r. 'We Shoid trulSt not ia aur own, righieausness but in that of Christ. 2. one
iv'ho is satisfled with bis spiritual condition is in a daugerous state. 3. God justifies aniy those
wvha do not consider theniselves deserving of inercy. 4. Jesus daiims thec childrer, as his own.

5.Only the cbiidlike shall enter heaven.
(40)
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