
Rrra'x Journey to .TernIuem

4 &pyeim and. prov'ender hitîder rio mnan's
jmurney." After a season of prayer, one
goes forth to bis to8k with a Cleart'r brait, a
qîiieter heart, a loftier purpose, and with the
st rtngth that cornes f rota the firmn confidence
that, having coimnl'itt&-d( bis wny utîto the
Lord, the Lord will bring it to patse (Pm. 37:5).

It was, mnoreover, well dune te begin the'
st-ason of seeking Crod with a fast. Thiere is
rio mient in doing without food. A mual nîay
St.arve 1)itself and be none the mnore (odlike
for it. But fasting wa8 a sign of the penii-
tent spirit, without which it i8 vain te, seek
God. lIt was also a renilader that " mani
doth flot live by bread alont', but by every
word that procedeth out of the îîîouth of
the Léord." <Deut. 8: .3.) if we are te biave
anything froin (iod, it can 01113' be wlien we
feel the need of (iod. A beait alre-adyflu 1
of self bas no room for an)thing or any ont
else; and God does flot force Ilituiself into
any nian's heart or life.

1 irnu a.shamed Io require.. soldir...
Iecotue tee ltad qpoken, v. 22. A 8ainple, tIti8,
of the tonic effect of taking a bighi stand.
They bad said to the king: " We are tht'
servants of God ; God w-ill care for us."
And, now, when the temptation 18 upon
tbein to take, Iower ground, and ask the king
forsoldiersto defend tbem, the remiembrance
of their brave words upholds thein. As self-
respecting men, tbey mîust be consistent with
themselv't's. As declared servants o! the
living God, t.hey muet allow no alur to ho
cast on lm. We may flot always be able
to, live up to high ideale. Our poor littie
spirita mnay net aiways be large enoughi for
the free play o! thbe i'aster motives ; but we
shall reacli bigber with lofty ideais than with
Ieîmer ones, and sometbing of the spyell of
the larger motives will rest upon us even in
our naeanest houzu.

Me tma iintreaied of tu, v. 23. Tbere es the
tlîrtb of asvwelling gratitutde in thtis sentence.
Tbey trustt'd God.L Thîey Yet'îttrtd ail on

titeir confidence, that He would heur ani
help; and tbey weve fot disappointed. (bdçx
loves tolx, trusted. lie rjoices when we
ask great thîngs of 1-ita, lie gives beyond
our asking;ý And when we get from Muin,
we, becot> te steadier iii our faith, auîd
thlerefore the stronger for new tasks. A good
Chîristian womian had inarked her Bible in
xmany places " T. P." " TRiRD AxND PRovED "
she explained it; for the letters were put
opposite the promises of theWord wlîich
she biad bitnrself tested. 'Witlî every freh
" T. aîîd P'." l ier confidence would increaee.
1 lers, wit.h such discipline, rnight wefl soon
becoîrie te faith tîtat rt'xnoves mountains.
S.o-slall oum.

Ther& I separeaedl itw'lv1e... and ueighed unio
Ilu'nî and sald uido tlef,it . .. n'<îtch ye and teep,
vs. 24, 27), 29. Ezra did not negleet the'
temîporIilities. It was nitt enough that they
had w-orshipped and that tbey were con-
Pcoxus of Goti's prtsence and favor. Tbey-
inthst look slîarply alter the everv-day work'
of (iod's kingdom, munst se-e to the care and
carriage of the silver and gold andveel
for God's bouse. Fervor iii song or prayt'r
or speech can xîever t.ake thme place of good
biisinesm mitods in tlt' hrd's work. Thoe
who do the financiîîg of a congrt'gation or of
tbe great Scht-mes of the 'htirch alter a
right fashiioti are wnr ing (rod r1 L4s acoept-
ably than those wlîo prach and pray. (iood
financingîniakes preaching and praying
easier.

71se hand of our God was up us, 'v. 31. A
heavy hand it i@ for sinmern. "«It lo a fear-
fui Ùlîing to, fai into the banda of the living
God. " (hleb. 10:. 31.) But a hand gra.cious,
bountiful, tender, compamionate to those
who fear Hlmn. "i1 wiIl turn mnine hPand
upon thbe little onee," ia His own assurance.
(Zedih. 13: 7.) With God'a hand upon him,
thie feeblest is itrong, and thme mn timorotu
.oontent.

TAI oEC»
Seventy-eigltt years had elapeed sinoe leesone 9, 10, 11, 12, of hast Quarter.) Zerub-

7&-rubbabel's first retumn to Jersalem witb babel, the prince, 'Jeehua, the priest, lHagai
bis chosen band of loyal Jteutx. Rocail sonie jand Zechari, the prophets, wcfre chiet fig-
oi the dotailu of thooe 9t.rriag lunoe (See J we. in thoee days. There wa gîwet smd, ini
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