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Fron Dry Goods to Soldiering.
The Enrir Caroor of Conernl Hoctor Macdonnid.
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T li-. bnihtant career of General Hector Macdonald in
Afnca. both north and south, is doubly interesting from

the tact that he began Ilfe as a clerk an a drapery, or dry
goods. store in the uty of Inverness, scotland. This was the
establishment of Mr Mackay. now retired from business.

It appears that young Macdonald took to soldiering from
the love of it, and that he went otT suddenly, lcaving his
employer an the lurch. F'or ths he was afterwards very sony,
in (ase be might have put that gentleman to inconvenience.
and .n 188%), when colour sergeant. and, 'herefore, still in the
ranks he wrote Mr. Mackay a letter.

It w. a long one, and n its openmng passages Hector
expressed the utmost contrtion, and begged his old employer's
forgiveness fo an act committed nearly lo years ago
That at was an getting drill lessons without his employer's
knowledge and enlhsting without bis permission, thus breaking
his apprenticeship agreement. Hector wrote " 1 regret the
duph.itý 1 exhibited then, and the want of confidence an ou

-you who were al-
ways an indulgent
-1 fear too indul-
gent -always kind,
and ever a cheer-
fui and gentle mas-
ter.'

might have occasioned
remorse " He adds

MAlCDO%LD

had given him

Hector, wnting
after tbat anterval
of 1o years, uses
very barsh langu-
age towards him-
self for not frankly
telhing his employ-
er that he wanted
to be a soldier,and
says that an the an
tervenng years the
thought of this and
the possible em-
barrassment to
business whict bas
sudden and unan-
nounced departure
many a pang of

Many a tame have i been on the eve of wnting you to
ask %our forgiveness for my delinquency, but i becane faint-
hearted and feared being snubbed. and, te tell the truth, I
might nnt have lad the courage to do so now had at not been for
a cuang whîa ' saw from a newspaper a few days since, in
which it was stated tha? e:ght vears ago I had served as an
assistant ai anoher Iraper's estabhshment Now, I know (and
vou know frorn mt s'4'ature) that I was an your establishment

-MIr \illiam Ma ka% \ssoq çation Buildings. Inverness.
'. course. ! bae no wish and )our own good, strong

ari s. ed common, ierse a. 'eaJ vou to sec that no end or
good tan be had b% . ontradi- ting the report. Nevertheless,
• opened a wça fai me to a 'ae! fo, • fel not a.lttle

nettled -vain man wben being put down as Mr. - - s

prodiction, whereas should anyone be credited with knocking
sense into a stupid head, :t should be you. and you alone.

" Now, you wili please observe that any strides I made in
my profession, or any more I may make, are due in a marked
measure to the observance and initiation (so far as coukl 1--
applaed to a soldier's lie) of your methodical and business tike
manner of conducung your establshment , for I may add that
what you taugbt-punctualitv, order, cleanliness. method, and
here I fell with you and reccived a lesson) implicit faith and
obedience-are the main attributes of a good soldier.

-" I need not say what caused me quitting your emplov. yet
it may be a good turn to you to say -never let your employes
lodge witb coldiers. or with those who were soldiers, for as sure
as you do you may look out to losing some of them.'

TROLLEY CAR AND THE MEROHANT.

S TATISTICS giving the number of miles of electric rail-
roads built during the past few years, as well as the number

of lines in course of construction ind projected. is something
enormous Tt is a wonderful showng of the progress of science
and the energy of pnivate enterprise. but back of it there is an
economic condition that is worth looking into

A trolley fine between two towns or between a city and its
suburbs bnngs each into a closer relationship with the other,
in a business way as well as social, than the radlroads do. It
is much easier to get into an electric car than it is to go te the
station and wait for a train. In Summer espec:ally. a r:de in
an open electric car of eight or ten miles or more is a pleasure.
It as reasonable to expect that a woman an doang her shopping
would be more anclined to take a nde and do ber shopping at
a distance, especially if by taking the ride she would be
enabled te reach a larger town and, perbaps. have a greater
number of shops to select fron. The expenditure of îoc. for
an agreeable street car ride would certainly prove no obstacle
an her visiting a neighboring town to do ber shopping, and she
would be very apt to avail herself of the opportunty. This
would not only be the case with the women, who presumably
have more leasure time than the men, but men, after workang
bours, would in ail probability do the same thbng. They would
take their familles to the neighbonng town ostensibly for the
ride, but some shopping would naturally be done. The
merchant in the larger town, appreciatang the advantage he
would have, would an ail probabilty take greater pains to
advertise his store an the towns from which he would ikely
draw business on account of the electnc road, and merchants
in the saaller centres would find competit ion harder and keener
than ever before. The trolley -:ar is an important factor in
business an many localities, and its intlaence cannot be safely
ignored -Chicago Dry Goods Reporter.

The superintendent of The Fair, Chicago, says every one
of their i. 5oo employes who have been with the concern one
year gets a week's holidays wtb pay. Most of them get away
between July i and September a. Extra help is employed
whenever necessary to supply the places of absentees. " We
do not limit the length of the vacation to one week. Employes
take more if desired, but we cannot afford to pay them for the
time th.y are away over one week. I decide on aIl special cases,
that as to sa), employes who want to stay away over the regu-
lar week consuit me, and I give then. so nearly as possible,
the urme they may destre. Many of our employes have gone
abroad and been away four and six weeks. In order to stay
away this length of uie, however, they must have been an
our employ three or tout yeais at leasL


