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published quarterly, wm an endarged form, com- | a desire that they shiould not be passedover.  The x panted to prepare a draft of Jdeliverance on the

meacia g Wata the puosent month.

We trust that ) objection to these rates did not he agamst ther | sabyeet, they had ananmounly azrecd, winhiont any

all saivicned wthe welare of the Hightunders | compuisury characier, but ruthier agaimnst thie pran- § wtencoonce Wit the ctnting Surtentaton schenie,

will apccate the it now made for their ad.
vantage.

rmemreas S — et

SUSTLENTATION OF THE MINISTRY.

Torovro, 20th May, 1848,

Mx. Eo.ror,—"The question of the support of ¢
the gospel munstry - unendowed Cuurches s
hhedy to vecupy nuch attenuon i afl conunutie '
tes. Do Vauguan, of London, hus devoted a very
able article to W m the Bateh Quarterly. ‘Tho
Ed-ubuigzh Watnese hins taken up the sabyeet 3 and
the Mouatseal Watiiess fooks apon 1t as the grand
queston v the duy=-1n 59 tur as anticipated evils
ure concerned.  ‘Phe S;nod of our Chaneh, at its
app.onchivye weeting, wmnsf dscnss the matter at
lewsth g and 1t oceurs o me that o few remarks on
cur sustentation Fuad Scheme amght, with somo
advantagd, be subnntied to your readene.

[ ain very cettiun that oll the members of our
chuzch ure Wt ote us to the desitableness of a fund,
to be rised by voluntary contribution, for the ans.
tentation of the gospel munstry 3 but whether this
shall be lacraly a common fund, out 0. which ¢s 1y
mansicr shall be paud, or one out of which shall be
supplemented ail stipends. below a certam values |
or wheth_r it scheme analagons to thut of the Free |
Chureh of Scatland shall be preferred : on lhcwl
matte:s there ny be ditferences of sentiment.— |
Llach plan fins ats adoantages. A proportional
scale of suppurt tor the nuwstry wm ditferent locali-
ties s desirable 1 extremes in the measure of support
are to be uverded, if possible s and every pastor
ought to b2 placed above amicties about the bread
of humself und his family. On the other hand,
talent snd assiduity in the ministerial office, ns in
every other, shonld not pass unrewarded, even in
hus world 5 the flock shonld always be led to take
a deep wterest i their own concerns 3 and ther
affections to a fuithful pastor ought not to bo care-
lessly tampered with, or rudely restrained.  ‘The
two things we should aim at, should be——a - compe-
teney—und regular puyments; uny scheme that
sccures these will smt us very well.

One great objection to the Sustentation Scheme
of our Church, has been the claim it xeems to in-
volve of an entire surrender of the property and
assets of (he congregation to the Church Courts,
and to b munaged hy a body respinsible not to
the congrzgation, but to the Courts of the Church.
Deacons may be of grreat serviee in managing, but
before our people generally give up.tne manage-
ment of temporahities to them, they will demand an
wnual election, und a direct controul s and both of
these are inconsistent with the nature of tho dia-
eougate.  Indeed, I do not see the desirableness of
confounding the temporal and the spititual jurisdic.
tion i the case of finunce, any more than I can
sce it 1n such a case us that which onginated the
disruption in Scotlund.

On this ground also, the propoescd * trust deed”
hos been rejected by the congremation of Knox's
Church here,~-and justly. Indecd, I am inclined
to hope that the omission of a clunse, guardin,
agamst the apparently ambitious scheme of Synmﬁ
ical managrement, was entirely accidental. At any
rate the Syond will, I am sure, with one voice, re-
pudiate such a cluim. .

Another grezt cause of offence, was the the
principle of urrangement adopted and announced
as to the allocation of seats. I do not quote the
particulars, as I wish rather to promote a harmoni.
ous adjustment. ‘Lhey cre to be found in the
¢ Regulations for managing the sccular affairs of
Congregations,” printed in the Record for Decem-
ber, 1814, Now, althouzh these may be considered
as simply 1ecommendationa, still they indicate what
was supposcd to be the mind of the Church ; and
an affectionate people will always give to the mind
of the Church or its Courts a respectful deference.,
1t:is; therefore, not enongh to say that'as these are

“merely recommendations they may be adopted by
-our people, or not, as they please, but mesn.then
£0.be adopted ; and. the permission. to pass then

slwaya 1o be underslood 4 Coupled. with

Ay

aple mvoived m theny, whether compulsory or not |
a principle which our people—=wisely s 1 think—
repudinted.  Why, then, not repeal them at onee

An lement of feeblencss nnd metliciency was
from the begiming itroduced mto the schene by

o 1enn thy overture to the Susteutntion Boand,
with sustruction to them to take the whole subject
of the sustentntion of the mumshy info conndera.
twn, to call for reports of Preshytencs on the sub.
Jeet, and report thear 1casons thereon at the next

tho « N, B appended to the regiatons of Nov, | meeting of Synod ;™ . p. 1) varicus othet in.
1811, and wiich form the standing laws of | structions wete given (o the Boanl, all of wiuch, 1

the Sustentation Board. I runs thue, ** It s dw.
tmetly to be undenstood (anad of deemed advisable
way be expresaly stated, that kg the above
declaration as to tie amount wlich they antewd to
contribute to the Sustentation funid, congregutinng
o not come under any positive vbligution.” "Fhey
wall neaher be held absolutely bound to contabute
up to the full amount declared, sor undeaiond

!

I

betove, were uttended to: but the primary and
most unportant one remmms stitly 1 tather think,
witvuched. S0 anxious was 1 to have thin inpor.
tant taatter of the ** whole subject of the susteuta.
tion of the natstey™ taken up by the Board, that 1
temaned m Hanubton apeciully for the purpese of
attenthng the fimt meetmg afler the Synad, when
I brought the Synod's report before them ;. but

purposely to restrict themezlves ~vithan ity but ex. | fousd, to my surpnse, thut the members of the

pected, while makiug un cffort, at least to fulfil
thewr declared mtention—yuat to contribute more or
lest an proportion ta thewr alality”  Assurediy n
any congregation choose to give above their ubhe
gration, therv is no law to prevent at, and they will
be entitled to the cordiul thanke of all concerned §
but 1t ulways appeared to o thutaf a congregation
s reqruned to make an election at all, adherence
mdly to thatelection 18 essentul to the working ol
the acheme.  Perhaps the conuniason caleuluted
on the deficiencies of one clwvs of cangregation
heinge at the end of the year covered by the sup-
plementary grants of others: und this may bo a
very pood idea s but then it changes the whole
churacter of the scheme—reducing it from that cf
a well compacted scheme of mutual assurance, to
‘that of a mere elecmosynary arrangement.—
Morcover, in case of & furlure i this (pethaps rea.
sonuble) expectation, on what party was the logsto
full? ‘Pl schome scomns to make no provison
for this.’ )
1 would respectlully suggest that perthaps the
grentest bar i the way of a comfortable ndjustment
of this mutter, has been thrown up by the actings
or ratiier the non-actings of the Synod and the
Board themsclves. Within a few wecks of the
first promulgution of the schen:e in the Record for
December, 1844, the large and influential congre-
gutio:: of Knox's Church, ‘'oronto, wet, and by u
succession of strong and very ably drawn resolu-
tions, opposed the scheme both in ste principle and
inits detuils. It appears, ulso, that the powerful
congregation of Galt, and under the able ministey
of the excellent minister, who had a pancipal part
in drawing up the scheme in all its parts, did not
accede to thescheme.  Moreover, the memberswho
met in commi-aivn, both at Hamilton and Totunto,
prior to the ‘Synod of 1845, (at Cobourz,) were
greatly divided about it. ‘I'hese considerations
should have led to an impression that surely there
nust be something wrong in or about the acheme;
and whatever the objections may have been, they
ought to have heen most senously taken up by the
Sustentation Board, and somoe ‘modification of the
scheme proposed by them. ‘This does not appear
to have been done, and meanwhile the Synod met
at Coboury, in June, 1845..  After various private
conferences and public discussions; the Synod
(minutes p. 58) found that a ¢ majonty of congrega.
_tions had approved of & common fund, and of, the
plan of distribution” ; but that ¢ great diversity of
opinion cxists with regard to the nther arrangements
‘suggested by the eommission.” ‘The Synod re-
‘commended the *principle” and ¢ the plan” ac-
cardingly, but left it to the discretion of cougregu-
tions *‘to act in- the matter as they miay deem
expedient.””  All ¢ matters of detail” also were left
to the discretion of congregations; and even as to
the s arrangements” that had been approved and
sanctioned by the Synod, the commission were ap-
pointed to ““revise” them; and the Board were
empowered to employ an agent, ¢ if they saw fit.”
It does not appear that' anything was done either
by the commission or by the Board; and matters
continued as before tili the meeting of Synod, at
Hamilton, in June, 1846. The report of the Board
‘was then read and a ed ; but an overture from

Montreal brought up the’ whole mbject for dis-
‘cucsion. -After full debate, and on the report and
‘recommendation of ‘a Committee specially ap-

I

Boazd dul not look on this inatter an at all requirin

their fisst uttention, nud therefore declined to hol

uny nction upon it. - As 1 was not a mcinber of the
Board, 1 could not muke any motion on the sub-
sect 3 but expressed a hope that so soon as the Board
resolved to tahe up the matter, I nnght have notice
of ity thaut T might attend if I thonght proper. = My
whole soul was set upon the subject ot the susten.
tation of the numiatry, and it would have given me
great pleasure to have aseisted the Bonrd to the
best of my ability. It does not uppear, however,
that ** the whole subject of the sustentation of the
numstry™ hus been us yet taken up by them de
novo ; and by a mere ovenight, [ believe, the
names of aff the Junters who had beetr members
of the BBoard, were left out of the new comnission—
e, of courss, among the rest.  ‘Thus did matters
stund untl the Synod met at Kigston, 1 June
last, when the usual upproval of the report was
moved and carned, wind two regulatious of a ininor
churacter adopted.  Iut a report from the Board
on the * whole subject of the sustentation of the
mmstey”” docs not seem +3 have heen submitted.—

I was not present at tue Synod; but I can find

nothing w the printed minutes, or in tho Record,
regurding it.

‘I do not wish to attach blame to any party in
this matter. Perhape we are all to blame more or
less s and yet may 1 not hint that perhsps there
‘may have lurked in the ininds of the exccllent
men who form the Sustentatior: Board, somewhat
of an overweemng attachment to their own private
scheme, leading to a strong relnctance to any pro-
posed organic change! I am not ssserting any
thing positively on'the matter; but clearly am
convinced that until the original scheme of 1844 is
set anide, by the same nuthority that created oe
recommended 1t, no progress in the way of an
amicuble and judicious scttlement will be made.

By the last report of the Board, (13th Jan., 1848)
it would appear that the proceedings of the Board
are nearly at u stand, and a Committee has’
them been appointed to prepare a statement foe the
Synod. Thus the matter will be brought up for
dircussion, and I rather think that the discassion
will not turn upon the * anonalous position™ of the
schemne, as being acted on only by minority of. the
church; but rather upon the merits of the whole
case. If the acheme had beeu suchas to amwo
itself heartily to the nund of the Synod, 1 do not
sce why it has not beeti zealously adopted by all
parties interested.  Let us, however, hopé that alt
the members will come forward to the discuesion,
unprejudiced esther for or against existing manage.
ments. e

I am very. clear that if the Presbyterian Church
of Canada shall stand forth to our_peeple .ee.the
unflinching advocate of a high-toned discipli
effective system of thcol:giul preparatory educa-
tion for the nminsiry—and a sacred conservation of
the nghts and privileges of her attached membery—
there will be no waut oa the part of any congrege
tion, either of ability or of will, to help her.on te a
vigorous aud healthful ¢ Sustentstion.”

I2m, Mr. Bq?to(,



