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BRAHMANISY,

The following is part of an article written
by a correspondent of the Philadelphin Pres-
byterian, who appears to be well aequainted
with the subject.

Custe 18 the grand, all-dominating institation
of Indin, 1t i3 the corner stone of Brahmay.
ism, the sole prop of the aristucracy —the
Benbmans; the grand engine of oppression ;
the bar to ull socinl advancenent amaonyg the
lower clisses; and the means by which the
domimiet race lmve wnintained Loth their
pewer and purity of Wood for nearly three
thousind yeara D, Duff, at o vecent mecting
in Calentta, spoke of this singulir iustitution
in these st ong nnd eloaquent terme:

* Caste hag, like n cedar, struck its rosts deep
into every crevice of the soil ot Hindu natuee
—wonnd itself, like the ivy, vound every stem
and hraneh of Hindu intellect—und tinged, ns
with u senr et dye, every feeling and emotion
of the Hiudu heart It veaches to the unborn
child—it dircets the nursing of the infant, It
thapes the training of youth—it regulates the
actions of manhood—it settles the attributes
of o) nge—~it enters into nud maodifies every
relationship of life =it moulds and gives com-
plexion to every department of so iety.  Foad,
and raiment, and exereise, and the very fune-
tions of natare, 1nast obey its sovercign voice,
With cvery personnl habit, every domestic
usage, every social custom, it is inseparably
interwoven,  From the eradle to the funeral
pile it sits like a presiding genius at the hetm,
guiding, dirceting, and  determining  every
wovement of the inner and outer man,  Be-
yond the nshiea of the funeral pile, it follhyws
the disembodied epirit to ‘the world of
shades,” and fixes its destiny there.”

And yet this all controlling law formns no
{mrt of the teachings of the Vedaa It grew
)y degrees out of the peculiar struccure of
Indian socicty, which, having been formed by
the influx of one mauner of ]‘wuple upon the
top of another—the lust come dominating over
their predecessors, to be in turn :ubdued by
otheri—the Khonds, the Koleg, and the Soun-
rahs, y clding to th- sway of the Tamal, Te-
lingn, and Karmatic nations, and they subse-
quently 1o the Aryan nutions (the Brahmans
of the present day); and the Aryans, after
rule of fifteen to cighteen hundred  yeaps,
piclding Volitic:\l supremacy to the Mosluns,

innlly, they and all the rest were conquered
and suled by a British Company of Merchante,
and now that Company has succumbed to the
British Crown,

We have said that caste forms no part of the
religivus teachings of the Vedas, the first and
most sacred of the Braluua jesl seriptures
For many years it was but a social customn,
as above stated, but during the lonyg period
through which the Aryan race ruled with un-
disputed sway over the vast population of jn-
fer.or races, caste was enacted into a law, cm-
Bodied in the code of Manu, and thas fixed,
with inflexible rigidity, the Bralunans in their
position as the aristocratic or rualing class, and
all the inferior races in their relative socisl
etations.  There they have for ages remained,
divided Ly horizontal lincs which may not be
passed, on pain of ruin in the present world
and: perdition in the future. Some writers
have said that the caste forms no part of the
religivn of the people of India; but this is a
mistake,  The error is fonnded upon the fact
that it is not to be found in the Vedas  In
this respect it is like many of the dogmas and
observances of the Roman Catholic Church, for
which no warrant can be found in the Bible
Ttis, and for ages has been, a part and parcel
of Brahmanism as & religious systems, and is
its muin, stay, ite all-potent eugine, ity most
distipguishing characteriatie.

The Ecclesiastical and Missionary Record.

Beahmaniem, in its long history of fndin, has
nudergone great changes, ns one form after
atother of the ancient idolatries of India 1 ve
been engrafted upon it The Sanserit, in
which its originnal tenchings nre only tound, is
a dead Jangunge.  ‘Uhe Brabtnuns of the pre-
sent duy pretend to nndesstand it, but their
Koowledge i8 vague and uneertain, Lot one
man look into the Vedas fire light upon the
rubject of this nncient forn of religion, and
unother into the Shasters, and their reports
will be so different as 1o have little or no-
thinge i common,  Mr. Statham, in his Indian
Recolleetions, says:—*The iden which the
Shaaters give of God is that there is one Su-
sm-me Being whom they style Bogshon, or
Slier, sametines l(hu:);xﬁ, Procecdimz from
lim are three poweraor deities, namely, Brah.
nhn, the Creator of el Vishou, the presepver
of alls and Seeb, or Seva, the destroyer of all.”
This, prohably, s 0 corcect statetment of the
teachings of the Shasters, these latter and more
voluminous seriptures of Brahoumian, Sub.
opdinate, or at least inferior to thoese three
gods, there are hundreds of millions of gods,
of whose chareters and attributes nuthing de-
finite 18 taught, We now go back nearly three
thousand years,

Tu the great elevated regtons of Central Asia
there oxisted o nttion, or a confederation of
cognate nations or trilies, known by the gener.
al appellation of Aryans,  Of their history pri-
or to their migration to Indis, throngh the
passes of the Himalayan range, nothing is
hnown, They were an energetic race, and had
a literature resembling that of Greece in the
days of Homer,  Their inguage—the Sanscrit
was rich and expressive,” and their higher
t oughts were invariably expresaed in poetey,
Their teachersseem to bave been |)hilusn})hcre
and poets, tather than priestss and th- Vedas,
the sucred hooks of Brahmanism, are made ap

of poems or hymus, composed from time to )
time by prieats, holy men, or pinces, 1 ean. )

not discover that any of these men claimed in-
spiration, or that they were the medinums of
revelation direct from heaven ; but anthe oth-
er hand, they appear to hinve given the rein to
1 bold imagiuation, and indulged in purely ab-
stratet spectilations as to the uatnre of the crea-
tion and the first cause  Take, for cxample,
this translation by Colebrook of one of the of-
fust -us of a Vedic viard, on that profound pase
before anything was created,

“ Theu there was no entity, nor non-entity;
No world, nor sky, nor nothing abave it;
Nothing any wheve....
Death was nat,
Nor then was Immortality ;
Nor distinction of day or night 3
But Tuat breathed withont afilation. ...
Who kuows, and hall declure whence and why
this creation took place?
The gods arc subsequent to the production of
this world;
Wheo then can know whenee it procecdod,
Or whenee this varied world up:ose?
He who in the highest heaven s Ruler knows
indeed §
But not another can possess that knowledge.”

Another translation givea the concluding
words differently—thus:

¢« He from whom all this great creation came,
Whcther his will created or was ute,

The Most Nigh Seer, that i3 in highest heaven,
He kuows t——or perchance coeen Je knows a0t

How vividly does this passage sct before us
a strong mind groping in absolute darkness!
Yet upon such blind guesses at teuth has a
great system of faith been founded; and these
wild speculations were at length received and
imposed upon the conciences of unnumbered
millions as unerring verity,

We sometimes henr atheists tuik of an “all
yetradivg privciple—an impersona) something,
wh ch they chogse to substitute for thai Giveat
Bung whose existence they would gladly ig-
nore, nnd to which imaginary © principle” they
attribute phenomenn of order and dre.  The
authors of the Vedas tangnt similar doctrine,
Their impersonnl deity, or prillcill]c'. was to
them n thing, or vather a being,  ‘Ihey enlled
it Bralon, or Thought, To apply to itthe per-
conal pronoun e they deemed ta be wrony, —
They called it ‘T'uar.” Colebrooke in his trans.
lution of the Vedic hymns, gives one inthe fol-
lowing words:

“Tire is that ; the sunisthat;

The air,the moon, such toe is that pure Brahm

He, prior to whom nothing was Lorn,

And who became all beings, ...

To what Gad should we offer ollations,

But to him,\vho mitde the fluid sky and solid
Carth ]

Who fixed the solar orh, .. .and framed the
drops of rain ?

To what Gad should we offer olilations,

But to him whom heaven and carth mutually
contemplate ?

The wise man views thst myeterions Being

In whom the nniverse perpetunlly exists,

. Resting upon that sole support,

"1n him is this world absorbed ;

'From him it iswnes;

i In creatures it he ticined and rove, in various

: Jorms of being.

+Tet the wise man, conversant with holy writ,

Promptly celebrate that immortal Being,

The mysterionsly existing and various ubode.”

Ilere the translator lns nsed the personal
tpronnun, beeange in the English langunge he
-could not avoid doing so; bLut the two first
Hines give the key to all that follows. As
‘these dreamy, philosophical alistractions Le-
came in time the basis of a creed, it bieeame
'necessary to expand it.  nd give to it more
‘definiteness and substance, Subsequent tench-
s ors, therefure, held that from this impersonal
;Brahm sprang a persunal Creator, whom they
lTealled NBramha, by whom_ all things were
sereated; and subsequently Vishna and Seva,
'or Siva; wnd thus o few vague dreams of
Aryan philosophiers and pocts beeame the
grounnd-work of one of the most vast and en-
jduring forms of idolatry that ever was known,
Six hundred years before Christ, Brahmanism
had grown from the philasophic transcendent-
jalism which we ﬁm} cmbodied in the Vedic
(hving, into an overshadowing hierarchy of
jthe grossest Blolatry, hut still intertwined
twith its originul mysticism and poetie lore.
i"Then it was that the greas sehism, which re-
salted in the establishment of Budhism, tovk
place. Two hundred and seventy years later
Alexander the Great penetrated to the Indus,
and found all the features of Benhmanism as
they exist at this day.  About AL .D. 1000
the Mohwmmedan invasion and congnest took
plice: but that made little impression upun
this hoary system, entienched as it was, and
still is, behind the iron law of caste  Seven
hundred years luter the Evst India Company
comlncrcd the country, and put sn end te the
Moslem away s but within the Jast two years
Biahmanizin and caste have conquered them,

The overthrow of ihat miglity system of
darkuess can ouly le Qﬂ'cctg«f Ly the power
of him who is seated * upon the white harve '
who is “called Faithful and True;” whose
“eyes are as a flame of fire, and on his head
many crowns”

* He will not fail nor Le discouraged until
hie set judgment in the carth, and in his name
shall the Gentiles trust” It is his commizsion
10 proclaim deliverance to the eaptive, and
g;e opening of the prison to them that are

und..




