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ses and Johin the Baptist; fror upon the principlo thcy approved
«ind prac'tised the sumc moraitty no' suchliehrcsy could have
found cither name r.or place.

But to return : John the I3aptist, soom as lie is manifest to Isra-
ei, or is made known to the people of*Judeaýas a messengcr of the
Lord, becomes eminent, both as a prea<:ber and as a reformer.-
His sermons indeed are priuecipally designed to correct and re-
form. The children of làitbful Abraham-thc chosen tribes and
the beloired pecople-had, as a nation, becomec as thle dcgecner-ate

stoc frm astrnge vine. The law of Moses, touhïgr-
ed as divine, was aclinow]edged only in cereniony, and liumati
îeaicbings and Iiuinan expedients iwere as populair and as author-
Dlative as thermost worldly priest could devise or desire. Among
t1is people, John, lhe promised Elijahi, is sent; and bis work is.
to prepare thein for thie corning of tho Loid His niission-h:sc
p 1cac.ing-hàs dress-his exhortations-bis rnannrs 'are al
new. The people flock Co Iimi in crowds, and to ail who corne,
hie boldly sa% s, 'Repent-forsake your sins-renew your lives.
Cal! your-selves no longer the chiidren of Abraham io conceal
your iniquity-the Lord is nt biand, and his judgments aiso are

* near-repenî of your sins-believe these things--and reform.'
These îbings are tolerated util K.ing H-erod himself is reprov-

ed by the bold preacher. The Scribes, Eiders, and Pharisees,
had long been convinced of the beresy oif thé Baptist, buz Mer-
od and other memrbers of the royal famlly bave the honor of imn-

* prisoning and putting him to deaili. The details arc ersa
rv. Mis virtue and couragre cost him his life. He is beheaded,
and his bead made the pieasing present of Herod's adulterous
wife! Such was the doom of îh;s beretic!

And what shi-. vve say of him w'bo wvas Ildespised and reject-
ed of men: "the Lord of glory," yet"I a man ofsorrows ;"1 ' the
son of the livingy God'" yet Ilbearingr our griefs ""the Savior of
sinners," yet calied IlBeelzebub theprifice of devils ;" "Imanu-
ci, God with us,." yct "lstriecken, srnitten, and afflicted ;"' God's
beloved son," yet Ilhated,' Ilpersecuted," -'condemnned,," Sscruci-

fied." 'Yes, ibis Divine One, fuli of grace and fuil of truth, in A
w'hom Jebovah delighted, xvas by the Jcwish people rejected as a
lieretie, and sufféecd everv indignity that biatred and persecuting
authority ciuld inflict. Here is heresy that is r1ot, cannot be,
ougbt not te be, described! *We pass it by. The picture is too
awl*ully grand. A bleedingy savi6'r, whosé benevolence had been
reviled, wvhose miracles uf goodness Nvere misrepresented and
slandercd, w'hose labors of love defarned and calum-niated, and *-

whose purity and matchless character were virtuaily the reasons
of his condemnation and dcath; there is some something sr, sub-
lirnely paradoxical, so many inexpressible contradictions, and so


