Wl taila Bed
*hahe or pckos il never ult rether o
o the othor, Charlee, rad Mreo G ordon
wotd [ ntn uads sure that Wilhnm will never
rogaee  at  nuy mon's d a‘h, althgugu
¢ at tpowd open lus path o title and
Y UN

-Ulconrns s, tay d 6° aunt, bal e
~ opte gow-asdays do oot attan the ago of
Mettinser b, when a man bas counted minely
- eng= b0 cannut rearvuabiy cutbpinn that
| ie strats 0 ife bos Leen cul very ohiutt , aud
fues s Aeal, Whenevor it may  happon, will
fe a0t Leanchanp in & pusitivn to hlu]-.’l
tegnucts wnd-pindett of  her guardiw’s
{oners oF favers.

L diatedy ateer breahfast, Maleola con
o« vl Lae Lgwe U tus tothier, whe couid uut
Syppress ier deight ab the prospeet of hier
Citnre dadsuterau-aw s aivauc went, as
v bt tte it 15 onuhninp s clevation to o lagher
cphiere. * Aul now, Chiulee, sho added, * 1

apprope the s cret tay b disclosed 2

* Ui, uo, my dear mother, our Lps are
o 2 unta 3 -auchamp allows s o vpen
t w m—thal was the condutivn ; and our pro-
caimds 1 art be fatufudy mastateed. Mote

vely te VL lias ol §el lupp.uc.] , and
aetad (e i Deel.lanG o frabhs dvan, we
Lot oty by Taagied at wd dogpasad g
Lot 1gs WIS cuichiu~ bfore tu-y are
contetnnd,

[T ¢ aftetnoon, when B'uh Iic atad
N IRLCe, Wity Maicolin aud l'lul, Lal ot
St tor tiaear usual ride, Mr. Harcourt called
1 Gefosvenor Sgnate, and, ﬁ-ndm',' ‘Lady
bageolin at uone, upened bis cotamission by
«itornung her of the 3oyiul realisation of s
aral Men. Harcourt’s wishes, {hat morniog,
vy & propusas frot the Marjais of  Ayr hire
oot tief piens » band. *This is roally quite
wig 1 ol eapectations, Lady Maleoln, ns
L .\llln]\ub 134l v[luvua‘) rich , avd hc bas
<t 1ed, 10 tue miost Laudsune  wanner, to
~tle the whole of hier fortune, with a large
s adieton Trom Ins own, swictly upon her-
soud, s ciso of lus ducease, and fve th.usand
w year entirly at ber own disposal during
wen Jtfel R

* Very hberal indecd,’ roplied Lady Mal-
2 lm, rather coolly.

- then § presutic, on the part of yoar
s cuy yunt indysiap will st once aceept Lord
Ayr-bure o propusals, as I believe sh. Las al-
soely s el suflicieut cugoaragem.nt o cx
ject a fusurablo agswer.’ .

« There, Mr. Harcourt, I think Lord Ayr-
rtirry wust be ander sume  delusion, as, frem,
wy v vbservation, Llaoseko Lias Du} given
win auy enconragauent at all, Iu fael, frum
ws tordsh p's well known cbharacter of plpy-
s tuo flut wuth youny girls, she received a
caution irem ma at first to be on Ler guard,
aod 1do nut baieve she eptertained the
wost 1 anute 1den of acceptiog Lis atteutivns,
as a susor, aibough Budwg Lim  agreeable
cnwian as au acjaaiolance.’ .

] a quite astuuished, Lady Maleislm,
at s uneapected wtdugonée What
caus auy gits bo thishing of, to refuse ruch an
VI O

- Leruaps, Mr. Harcvart, sbe may be
i -ihiug of sutne oo Jse shelikes better.”

- May I Leg the favor, then, of your lady-
aup wlerming 1o of the vame of the person
wietn Miss Dicugla prefurs to the Marquis
craAMnlure .

+ That, at present, 1 am not in & position
i+ teveal, Mr. Harcourt.”

3o wawmteat, Lowes T, tLat AR :a.'_s
“wage ssavate thuro is such o porec, aG, as
e ;,uald;.\h vf Miss Dvuolus, 1 h‘"l"' Lnd)’
crisesernas W favl thiah i too Procaliiang iu
LRSI AW S O AT W X Lt to know the fco-
e aasdia B salbissn [ll‘l.a :.‘ M. B(.A.A('num].,
Wi By iu.ul) RO LRI 2% ¢ in watd uf ll'l for
tune.

“Nady adeantar 1y, Mr. Harcoait, are
Lot Vedy sefesd b occiBee ab ALCHLT, ALY
wwol6 than 33t owE, tn Y itds neither deeor-
cus Bot culapraacntary e yea to speak da
sach terms to me, who take an cqual, if not
5 Jpeniur, interost in my tiece's Wlfero. Yet,
as her.guardan, T will tell you this much ;
to peron to whom I allude bas a3 yetmala

o dircet proposal to mo fus ker band, and l.oz and very AT ctivnste, which cansed her-

CHAPLRR NN

Whea Blauche returned from  lier nle,
Lady Malcolor told hor of Mr. Iarcourt's
viut, aud the answer sho had given bim.

¢ Have I dune right, sy love, in  puremp-
tuiily refusing the Marquis ?°

¢ Qls, yes, dear Aunt Malev!m, I am so
tnuch vulized by your great kindoess 1o sav.
1153 100 {tuin a gewno with Mr. and Mes. Hae-
cunrt, but I am surorised at Lord  Ayrshire
addros~ing thetn on euch a sulyoct, atter T
bave su frequently cliveked every advance
he has :nrde to & more intimate acquaint
ance. [ad ed, the nisht of Mres. Harcourt's
ball, when waking eome allusion to my
friends, I gave hum distin:tly to  noderstand
that the Marquis of Ayriur bud peser
bovu cens deted by o vuv of thal num
ber.’

*Well. sy Jdear, you acted guity right i
undee nsiug ut, uul of ho was witally
Lhiud, you caunut by blawed for leadiug Lim
sotray.’

Cu the third evening after the,  cvtmuni
catiis, asthey were ail s thing tugether, with

. * Tuerd 15 8 mao, wy lord, ia the  hall,
with & parcel, which Lis will not didiwer to
any one buat your lordsthip.’

“Waat tho dvuce dues the fellon mecan 2°
caciabusnd Maleola, spriugivg ur from  bis
clinir.

* I think he said, my lord, Le was the
auard of the Nurthorn wail’

¢ Show him in here, then.'

The man, entering with a lew  bow, seid,
*Tanin-trn.ted wi h aparecd tod Lveronly
i.tsthe Lands of L .rd Malcolm, frem An-
nandal Custle, who is tu pay we a sover
eizn, and senl back av answer by wysel?;
as I ghall be cn the road azain to murrow
morning by {our o'clock.’

* I am tha person,' replied Malcolm, ¢ so
6.t Jown a moment in tLat.chair, and here's
sumething to wash the cobwebs out of your
tbroat,’ placing a bottle of wine aud a glass
in his kands.

Tearing open the parcel, threo l.iters ap-
piared, all jo Beauchamp's band writing.
* Here, auot, and Blanche, one apieos for
you, and the othier for.myself,’ the contents
of which be Lastly run through, anl then
Liauding it to bis wmother, observed, ¢ No
balil-guing t-night, my dear mother, as Con
maust be off.”

* Who save.you the parcel, my man 2° in
quirced; Malgolm,

‘A yunog gentleman at the Lodge gate

ave it to my lellow guard, my lord, and 1
ﬁxink they called him Mr. or Lord Beaa-
ckamp, I won't bo sure which, so if your
Jurdslip will be kind cnvugh to gepd a re-
ceipt of tie cuntents inside that same paper,
I sLall be glad, as I'vo got a cab “waiting to
go back into the City.'

Tius was s00n dono by Maleolm wriliag a
few Lines aud sealing up the parc_} asbofure,
which Lie hauded to the guard, with a couple
of suscreigus. * Yuu will be sure tlis is de-
livered safe °

* No fear of that, my lurd, when sent by
‘such pay master —saive ko this suits my
complaiut «sactly, m{ iord ;" with which,
and alown L.w {o the ladies, the guard dis.
appenrcd.

The purport of Beauchawop's three letters
wa. the sawae- that the Lurl of Aunaudale,
Laving Leard fioin Lim abont Lis soster, was
v.ry Jdesitous of secing Ler, and Lad, to de-
frag Ler uapenices, insisted ot eendiug her a
drafi on London f.- {wo hundred pounds.
A postacnt was added, in whick Deauchamp
alvised ber setting off jmmedjntely, as tuc
pror old Earl was.evideatly declining “very
fast. . .

*Woll, Cun,’ exclain:d Muledlw, * xe
mst laave at dasbreak to murrow, if dear
auoty will g~ with us ° )

* 1ndeed T will, Charles, most gladly ; €
now, my dcars, we bad better at oucs preo-
pace £t our journey.’

Beauchamp's letter to Blancha was very

-

l

pratl=-tle feesh breezo fduning our  faces as
we winrl along 2 Ol ! it witl ho quite  de-
higbtful after the hat, dusty rid.-s through the
suburbs of this mighty, smoky Babylon—and
the haudling of some of thoso thuadering big
trout in tho large lako bafore tho castle ! By
Jove ! nunty, but that will be fine fun, and
supply her ladyship's table witbout scnding
to the fislunongers.’

Tuo next morninz enr travellers st out
on their journey av five o'clock, and

rea hed  ther d stination  the secund
evesing  Tue old Earl was greatly

pleas.d witlh Constanc-, and recoived Mre.
Gordoa anu Maleolm in tho most friendly
manner and from that timo the two ladies,
fromn their gentle unremitting sttentions,
Leeam » two wm.n.stering angels in his sight.
*Al, my dear, kind friends,’ exclaimed
the old wan, a tow days after theic arrival,
* how mauny y.acs baveIlost, by not being
acquainted with you bafore, and all owing to
my ol fashioned, crabbed Labits, in living

i - dessart, the butier et red the roow, say- i

more like & bermit in this cell than a rea-
sonalla beiop.

Finding his end drawing near, the Earl
~cut for a lezal alvis-r, and male great al-
terativns in his will, appo'nting Mr. Beau-
and b1 s son 81l exccators, and baqueathing
after & few 1-gac er to distaut connections
and s old dimestics) tho residue of his
personal estats, amounting to upwards of
two hundred thoasand pounds in the fands,
ty Coas'auc-. William Beauchamp having
heeame a great favourite, was sent for to
the Larl's vrivate room, to ascertain his
virus on particular points, and to be en-
trustad witl seme contiaentid comwunica-
tiuns.

* I wishi tv know wy younz fiiend, yoar
opivioni how the s vces of my old faithfal
scrvants should bs rewardd, and to sao. if
your ideas Agrec with mine. Th2 old bousa-
keeper will waut anothi:r Lome waen I am
gouc.’

¢No, wmy lnid,’ replied Beauchamp,  that
shio shali never reyaire 8slong as she pre-
fars remaming here. My father apnd my-
88lf will nover dismiss one of your old favor-
ites. Tue Latler, housekeepor, head koeper,
and gardener shall n:ver leave their pre-
sent sitaations, except at their own desire.’

*Bat I bave left each of them s hardred.
a-year after my deceasc.’

‘Well, my lord, replied BeaucLawp, ‘I think
they well deserve it, and should they prefer
Living by thomselves, instoad of occupying
their present aparlments in the castle (in
ahich it is onr wish t, continue them,;, wo
wilt add another fifty ponnds y.arly to cach,

in place of wages.’

* Tuen, my dear bey, there are my old
pets, horses, dogs, and I know not what, aud
the buvks and farnitare in my owa sitting-
rovm which I do not wish removed.”

*All shall remain o their present position,
my dear lord—even the sparrows at your
window shall not be molested. But why
trouble yourselt wih thése harrowing de-
tails? for believo me, on the word of 8 tuus
Beauchampe, very wish of your hvart shall
be religiously chsersed by my futher and
myselt. QGive mn only vour insiructions,
and they shall bo carefolly carried vat.’

* I am content, my d:ar boy, for Ieesin
your faca candour and kindness of ds-
position combined, anl I will trost youim-
plicitly.’ -

* Thank you, my dear lord, for that con-.
fideace, whicl shiall never be abused.”

.. One wish stil remaits ungratfied, Wil
liam—tau it ba realised?

¢ Ifin oy vower, you Lava only to m:n-
tion it.’

* Ilong o s0e your tatare Lrde, of whowm
Counstance and M¢z. Gordon Lase givea mo
such a glowing deseription.’

* You shall sze Lo, by Gcd's permission,
&8 sood as horses ¢an couavey her to Anoan-
dalo Castle; and 1am surs Lord Maleolm
will most williagly set out to Londun for
that purpose.’

Maloolm, who enjoyed travelliog, left by
the raail that samo-night, and refurned the
third--evenivg with Blanche, ‘who was-de-

l?g,hted 0 leavo London, avd join once

Jowmund el viler,

¢ And why not, wmy child?

No answer was returned; but adeep
blu b overspread her face, suffuging her
very b:ow, nud e eyes were riveted on the
grouad.

* I know what is passing in your thoughts,
my dear girl,' added the Earl ; ** you are not
yot Beauchamp's ¥ife; but tell wme truly, do
yon prefer another to him ?°

¢ OL' no,no, my lord—all my hops of
happiness aro centrod in him alone; Lat per-
haps hv may—"'

¢ What,wy child ! prefer avothor to you?
Du~s ha, did ho ever love any other but
yourself ?*

¢ Indeed I beliove ho never has my lord.’

¢ Then rost assured, my ohild, lhie naver
can—for where would ho find a second
Blanch Douglas? So douow as 1 desire,and
let us compare the list with the contmnts.’

¢ I will wiliinzly assist you, my lord, in
that work, if you desire ; but in my present
position, I trust you will pardon me for
mainlajuivg wy purpose or declining to uc-
capt the family jowels.’

* Well, child, I respect your delicacy, and
will not press you farther now, only assist
me in my examinativn,” which occapied
them tor sume considerable time, the Karl
noticing and commenting on ths valus of
each ornamsnt; aud when all were found
correct, and returned to the closset, the key
was agaia off:red to Blanche, who, with
tenrs iu her eyes, bepged to be excused
taking it.

¢ Indeed, wy lord, I feel your kindnsss
more than I possibly can express, andit
pains me to refuse youm; but I cannot over-
come My repugnance to presume on 8 situa-
t:on wuich, by soma uonforseen ovent, per-
uaps may nover bo my lot to fill.”

¢ Well, wel', my child,’ said the Ear],
rather impatiently, ¢ you have disngpointod
ma3 in the pleasure I anticipated; but your
Aunt Gordon will not refasa the confidence |
sball repose in her, and keep this for you. So
now give ma your arm down stairs, bat not
another word, ualess yon would distress me
more than you have done already.’

With Jjeachamp and the ladies’ assistance,
the Earl bad boen onabled to walk up and
down stairs, and after breakfast was general-
ly wheeled in his easy garden chair abont
the lawan, which wag geveral acresin oxtent,

reaching down to tho lake, over whose waters|

Boauobamp, of LUampton Houg,
soventh Earl of Anuandals)
son and daughter, bave b
Qastlo for saino time.'

¢ Tmpeasibla ! this must bo o hoax '

¢ A boux, my dear! Wuo do you thisk
would put such a thing in print, unless
weto {rus?’
¢Oh! S:lina Markbam ; just to anmy
me,’
¢ Pooh | no_sense! bnt now Lady g
colm’s mystery is explaiacd—ol Ler neite
b ing attachod to the bLejr of ono of
richest earldoms 1a ths kisg tom—bers yeic
—\Yuham beauchawp ; then Mrs. Gordon's
Jdeparturo with Constance aud Blanche, {1
lowiug 60 soon after—why, the facy 15, 1,
Joubt, they have all beon staying at Anpss.
dule Castle.’

* Weli, I think 1t 18 unpardonable 10 Lsis
Maleoln and Mrs. Gordon keeping us 1a th
dark so-long.’

* That 13 our own fault, my dear, farspeak.
ing 8o ofton 12 a derogatory touo of My,
B -auchamp, who is 8 gr.at lavorite with g
those ladies ; and {aerefore thsy have kept
the secret to themselves,'

*wull, Mr. Harcourt, were ho a duke, 1.
stoad of Lord Beaucbamp, as 1 suppose b:
must now be called, o shall never have my
consent to marry my biece. ’

¢ You need-not trouble yourself, mv doar,
as 30ar consent 18 not necessary.

* Tuen yuurs, as her gaardian, 15; apd o
you hiave tho spirit of a mmouse, wh ch 1 seme.
tiaes doubt, you will not submit t» Le jo-
sultgd and despisedTEU05 " bureliced map-
uer.

¢ I must be guided by circumstances, M,
Harcuurt, aud do notintend to foliow yorr
example, by losing my tzmper where there
1s mo vceasivn for.it. You appear to furget al
about the trial, and are blind to the fact tha
Mrs. Gordon is joint guardian with myself
to Miss Douglas. What would my opposi-
tion o now worth, with Lady Maleolm;
inflaanco tbrown intothescalo agamnst me?
No.bing, Mre. Harcourt; lteraliy wom
than nothing! I should, in that case, b

L.
o
o who, witnly
2en slaying ety

insulted and despised to 1y fac,
as you era pleased o say I bhane

been already.

*Ob, I see. You wish to curry fivour
with the ruling powers; and the Ear} of
Aonandale 18, of course, a very different pi-
sontto the old fox-hanting Eurl of Samp-

silvery swans (one nearly bis equal in age) as-
gorted their dignified supremacy, bolding
the other wildfowl in terror of their sway. A
servaht carrird o small basket filled with
corn apd bread, with which his pots were
fed from the Earl's own hand, awd with
Blanche and Cons'ance on either side:his
qmorning was thus spent; whilst the old
squiré, Ala'eslm, and Branchamp rode
about the country, visiting the farm houses
belonging to tho domsin. The reaction
from this t:mporary excitement was soon;
bowover, apparent to all, and the poor.old
man, b2coming cxbausted by his forced
exertions, was, at the end of tex days after
Blanche's arrival, obliged, from excassiva
woakuess, to keep his own aparfmsant, which
be was never again destin~d to 1éave; Mrs.
Gordon and B-ancliamp sitting andreading
to him, by turos, .portions of Scripiurq.and
raligioas baoks, from which he derived much
consolation and support. e
Tho night in which the earl.breatbod. his
last, the aged Earl called. the family to his
bedside, and joining.the hands of the'two
affianced couples tugetlier, invoked (like the
patriarchs of oldon times) o blessiog on‘tleir
hoads. Taking then au affeétifhate abd im-
pressivo laave of Mr. Beanchatfp' aud Mrs,
‘Gurdon, he sank on his pillow, exbdustid of 4
bis last remaining strength,.and continned.ia
astato or stupor iur somg, Lours,, ¥.lliam
B:auchamp suliog by hip bedside ; his.name
was mure ultered 1o & low 4one, scarcely
above a whispor.
*I am here, my.

dear loxrd ;. do: you want
auything? P.aytake ‘this.cordi
] [

ali$o Yevive

1 D

yéu.'

* No, mydear boy; I ‘bavo doné with-tho®

on.'

* Undoubtedly, my dear, h2is, as & paer
of the realm; and Lord Bzanchamp s ni%
entitled to demand of MAliss Dunglass. In

s8hort, the.Lord Chancellor, if appeaied to on
jthe sabject, would; withont hesitauon, give
s approval to the marnage.’

, * 1 hate those Bsauchamps, Mr. Harcour,

the son particnlarly, who bas occasiuned
as such disgrace 1n that tral; and ao3d
rataer havo seen Blanche Douglas Lerd
Vancourt’s wife, bad as hLe was, thaa
\Vilham Beanchemp's tride.

* You ought to b2 asuamed to exprs
such feelings, whatever may be your. secrat
thoughts, Mrs. Harcourt. Mr. B:aochamp
bzhaved with great courage end forbaarance
throngliout that unfortucate aflar, sod
acted as I should mysalf.’

* As yon would, indeed ; why, at tha very
sight of Loord Vanconrt's gistsl, you wond
have fallen 1oto a fit.'

* I shall not submut to your taunts a me
ment longer, madam, excimamed her iodig
naat hasbacnd, nisiog. from s cume, audd
Lord Boauchsmp were to Lecomo pian Mr.
Beauctamp sgan to-morrow, be  suvnid
marry my ward with roy tull coensent,
saying which, hiolefl to roumn & fanots
passion.

Tuo day after Lord Maleolm's retam
to London, he m:t Mr. Harcourt 2t bis
own door, when walking ..turough Brook
Street. L. LIS

*Ah, oy lord, oxclamedihe, * I'm glalto
sep you in town again ; wo wondered whero
you‘had altgono.to. . . - o

;
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