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CHAPTER XX.

THE BEGINNING OoF THE END,

Ju fuct. 1 gathered frum hislooks that very
smali cucoursyouut on wy part would hase
induced b to show fight—ana had we been
concerned with wnly the two boarders, the

yrobability s we sinould bave theown them

{;uth wtv the Chavnel.  Fortunately, how-
over, for these wynouuns of the law, the
bout whick bad waited them to thur prey,
and was now ranged alongside of onr crazy
dinzy, contuued, in addinon to a Ports-
moutls cunstable, fourstout fellows at the
oats, & glance at whuse deterinned wca_t'ucr-
beantens faces and stalwart forms convineed
o thut resstanes would b hopsliss, and
that the wisest course unucr the circum-
gtances would oo to buw to tho storm, and
gvo myso f up peaceably to those gentle-
wen, who onadently pussessed the power, as
thoy bad the will, of brinyging me budily into
capusity. o luss tune thau it takes to re-
{atoat, 1 hiad been presented with just such
aslp of papur s T had sped from Canter-
bury to avoid, aud found mysclfsitting quiet-
ly duown butweon two bailills, in the stern of
a four vared iz, for the ficst tune in my lifo
a fnsoler to the law.

Toefochiug was by no mueans a pleasant one
althougl its kevuness was to a certain degres
adapted by the fact that I had often of late
cuntemplated the pussibility of such a catas-
trophy, wlich, which, like most cther aftlic-
tivns, luses much of its horror when divested
of thu uxaggeruting cffeet of distance. The
first cousideration »as, ¢ What must imme-
diately bodune 2 It was uo usc to sit in an
opun buat, wet to the skin, aud repine atthe
aufortusat. clinuce which had scized on the
caplive whon so near his haven—at the bad
Iooh vut k- pt 1y myself and faithful Charon,
owiny iu a great weasure to the fondness tor
parrative indulg: d in by the lattrr—or at the
accurate iuformation and keen-scent.d vigi-
Jaucs which had enabled Mr. Shadrach to
place in uperativu two cffective furees simul-
tancously, the vne to besiege the barracks at
Cautcrbury, the vther to cffect a spirited
coup de main mthe British Channel. No,
the fiest tlingz to be done, doubtless, was
breahfast, u't 1 which sume arrangement
wust be entered upon to restore Liberty to
the caplive, at whatever saerifice. With a
cooluoss which [ owe 1nore to educativnthan
to natural streugth of mind, X ewilly request.
ed my captors to allow me 8 few minutes to
communicate with a friend ere I returnel tv
terra firma, and on the blank leaf of &
pocket booh I senbbled & fow hues to Car-
touch, hug_ing hio imm- diately to cuine
arhurc. avd prosint lnmsdf without delay at
¢« Thn Geore " W re he would find me in
durance vilk . This missive, devoutly hoping
that tise Culonel might have already cntered
upon his dutieson board the Hyderabad, I
jutrusted to my hump backed boat to duliver
without fail, and as the request was not ua-
accompanied by a daucexr that would pay
baudsomely for tho damagoe doune to his
craft, I had = lively faith that it would be
punctually attended to ; snd the old zailor,
evidently sympathising with a gentleman in
diffieultie s, r adlly volunteered to fulfit my
commission, aud as he rowed off in an oppa
site dircticn, and ever and anon  dropping
his var f r a woment, waved his twoccupied
Y.and, as theugh in - neouragement, SI felt,
fooliali as it may appesr, almost as if I bad
Tost my last r- maining friend.

I flatter mys If that T rather did create a
sensattan in the George Hotel, Portsmonth,
as I walk. d inds that most comfortable cara-
vanseral, w the peenlar costume recorded
ab ve, the startig effef of v attire muen
cithaneed by travelling all mght and sub
stituting a br « -y sail vn the Chaunel £ir the
vl moreng taalette of 8 gentleman; aud I
th aght 1 bk landlady and the qualty -
Toving st T oast glane.« of unmistakabh
wmpatty a3 N vt d pereon andag

i of oursclves,Mr, Bhadruch, and Levanter,
to whom, fur want of & better friend, I had
sent on my avrival in London, were assom-
bled au the ™ aehite's parlour, to discuss ways
and means, and coms to terms that should,
at all events, sct me at liberty for the present.
DBusiness details are proverbially interesting,
it is, therefore, sufficient to say that, upon n
clusu investigation of the state of y saffairs,
thoy were found to be so hopelessly 1nvolved
as tu entul an immediate sale of the com
mission 1 held in the Dragoons, a total
breaking up ot my ostablishment, and the
abandommnent of wy Indian appointment.
Nur wouu d all theso sacrifices have been saf-

ficient to satiefy Mr. Shadrach’'s demand,
bad it not been for the liberal use of his
namo with which Levanter favored me, aod
fur which, by an understood agreement, I
was tu return Lim all the advantages which
my own sigonature might be supposed to con-
fer. *I'll back your bill if you'll back mine!’

and apparently simple arrangement !

aud purpuses a beggar.

a farthing in the world.

& certain quantity of small-change arvailable
for my daily expenses ; so that any one to

Streot, well dressed and carefully booted,

staggered to bo informed that the fashion-
able-looking gentleman, whose oxterior be-
tokened al that was aflucnt and expensive,
who looked as if bic lived on the fat ot the

whiskers, and had no certain guarantee that,
1t aweek should clapse, ho might not be
comprlled to occupy airy lodgings uader the

such accomodation should not oventually
lead to the bed of tho river itsclf. London
was cmptyiug fast—fortunately, as I then
thought, for I still clung tenaciously to the
shadow of that faslionable reputation for
which I had sacrificed 60 1uuch ; nad day by

dav those orecting bocamwe fewer wluch 1

What & number of ruined speculators, dis-
tressed dependents, and distracted families
1nay trace their susfurtunes to this plausible

Contrary to the advice of Cartouch, and
against my own betler sense, I entered into
oue of these reciprooal arrangements with
Levanter, who was now concerned in a bub-
ble scheme, of wnich the shares were to be
ucheard-of fortunes, and the puolic the
daup.s; but, in thv meantime, Mr, Shadrach
was cuntent to take, for the bills of mune
which he held, all the ready money I conld
muster in the world, in addition to such
sceurity as I had to offer ; and I walked out
of the gaudy litile drawing-room 1n which X
bad first made the Israclits's acquaintance,a
free man curtainly, as far as corporal eman-
cipation was coucerned, but to all intents
Cartouch was
vbliged tu return to Portsmouth, so I had
not even his assistance in the fnal arrange-
meut of my affairs ; and when I had written
to Colunel Buld, requesting leave * to retiro
frow the sorvice by the salc of my commis-
swn,’ aud had arranged with Tattersall for
the disposal of the few liorses and carriages I
pusseased, I felt quite at & loss as to my
future prucecdings, and could not for a time
realise wy forlorn pusition— the effect of my
having no_prufussion, no occupation, no oo
oa whom X could dcperd, and, above all, not

True, 1 was & beggar; yet I did not find
much differcnce in my dJaily life, nor any
want of thuse little luxuries which become
necessaries tu the cxotic offspring of civiuz-
ation. T alo as guod a diuner every day'as
formerly, and with the same people; though
I was obliged to substitute a hack cab for the
high-stepping grey horso and the well-huog
vehicle un which I once so piqued myself. I
went to the same parties that in my palmiy
deys I had voted so great a bore, but that
now, when I was living as though every day
w re my last, acqmired a _charm they had
never before possessed. My wardrobe was
well replenished  with fashionable sarments,
that lost none of their gloss by the fact of
their being unpaid for, and amid the sale of
all my other personalitics thero was always

have seen e swaggering down St. James's
bowing to my Lady this, and offering an arm
to my Lord that, while a dinner with one or

a whist-party with the other was arranged
and discussed, would have been somewhat

land amougst her proudest and noblest, was
destitute of any tangible property save his

dry arches of \V.stminster Bridge, even if

fuur Lours Lad elapsed, a conclave, consist- , ready dexterity, the glib intelligence I had |

heretoforr mot with, the foreman's tape re-

mained suspended between finger and thumb,

and a gravo * Stop thiz way, sir,’ ushered me

into the sanctum of the proprietor himself,

whose usually urbane enuntenance was now

gathered into a frown botokening uncom-

promising firmness and dofiance. ¢ Very
sorry, Captain.’ said Mr. Strides. becoming,

like all men of weak nerves, more agitated
as he got d.uper into his subject—* very
sorry, sir ; bu. quite contrary o our rules to
supply any further articles, with euch a large
outstanding account—money very scarce—
guo:l any gents leaving town—bill deliver-
ed—lawyer'’s lctter totally unattended to—
scandalous usage—legal messures,’ &o., &c.,
&c. What I replied I know not, but a scene
of abuse and recrimination ensued, to which
I ought never to have sabjceted myself; and,
as I walked out of the shop, I confess that,
for the first time inmy lifv, I did feel wofully,
thoroughly, despicably small! And to tLis
I had arrived 1—I, the descendant of a
chivalrous family. the heir of an ancient
name, never yet sulhed by the breath of dis-
honor—with opportunities enjoyed by few,
with a good education, a glorious prufession.
and a fair start in life! To what had I
come at last ?—XMy commission was gone—
the doors of my father's house were shal in
my face—and I was actually a prisoner at
large, enjoying my frecdom ouly on suffer-
ance, depundent fo. wny very right of breath-
ing the upen air vn the liberality of a trades-
wan, the forbearance of a Jow! The world
wight sncer and laugh, dandies in posses-
sion migot vute I had mismanaged my affairs,
whilst dandies in expectation might consider
my present strait as the normal condition of
man, 8 lut which sooner or later must over-
take themselves, but which they devoutly
hope may be lung and indefinitely postponed.
St Helicrs doubtless wonld say something
be ter than usual anent my discomfitare, as
Lo settled himself comforiably in the grest
arm-chair, in the great bow.window, ard
dispensed the pearls and rubies of his con-

could scarce conuescend to langh even at his
witticisms whow they had raised to the ex-
aited pusision of their jester in ordinary.
Jack Lavish, whose constitutional good-
natare no. all the training of all the clubs in
timworld could alluy, would pity me ; but
he too would smilc, for Jack bas beautifvl
teeth, and likes to show them to advantags ;
but what would be the upinion enturtained
of me by those whom I really valued and
respected ?—what would my old comrades
think of the broken-down spendthbrift, who
had once held an honored place in their ranks
s an officer and a gentleman ?—what would
Colonel Grardison eay?—what wounld Maltby,
wbat would Hilliugdon 2—and as I thought
of my true, my early, my real friend, the
tears sprang unbidden to my eyes! Hilling-
don would put me in the way of at least
earning a respectable livelihood—Hillingdon
was the only mau in the world to whom
my proud spirit could bear to rest undcr ob-
ligation, aud to Hillingdon I determined to
b:take myself whilst I was yet at liberty to
guide my own steps, But even this cost me
s severe struggle. Even to Hillingdon I
could not bear to appear as a suppliant; the
idea was too galling that he who in former
days had known me the proadest of the
proud, the gayest of ¢’ s gay, should now
fiad mo secking his presence as a petitioner,
dependent upon charity for the very bread I
was tu eat—and yet there was nothing clse
forit. At least from him I should mecet
with uo grataitous censure, no unfecling re-
bufl. His gencrous mind would never con-
duescend to alloy the sympathy ho was sure
to affurd with those retrospective strictures
which add another drop of bitterness to the
cup alveady fill-d to the brim ; and whatever
assistauce Hillingdon would officr, ho was
surs to offerin his own frank, manly and
considerato spirit. Rovolving such thoaghts
a3 these, I strolled leisurely on towards my
triend’s lodgings, and as I turned down the
well-known strect, brighter hopes secmed to
dauco before me, whilst [ anticipatedthe wel-
come I should reccive, and could almost
fancy I heard his cuthusiastic enunciation
of that sentunent, a favorite one on fus hips,

versation am ngst a listless throng, who|d

any further, and it was almost a relief to sit
and listen to the poor old damestic's broken
narrative of the events which had led to the
fatal conolusion we could even now searcely
bring ourselves to believe. One thing I re-
marked, and one thing only, which might
lead mo to suppose that a change had come
over the habits of my friend. Ocoupying &
prominont siluation in hissitting-room, hung
a portrait, whicls, ever since I had known
him, was carefully veiled by » black curtain.
Not one of his friends had ever geen the paint-
ing, and to suppose that it was a likeness of
the unfortunate Austrian lady, to whom in
early life he had been attached, was sufficient
to check all eurious remarks or ill-timed al-
lusions, as regarded a suhject on which he
himself preserved an unbrokensilence. The
curtain was now removed, and as I sat op-
sosite the pictare, listening to the dresdful

otails of her lover's death, I could not keep
my eyes from Cwelling on the gentle features
of her who had exercised such a ban.ful in-
fluence of my poor friend. She was por-
trayed as & fair-born-locking girl, of some
nineteen summers; but what was most
striking in the countenance was that esger,
high-souled, and yet suffering expression,
which gave such interest to poor Hillingdon's
own features—that unearthly look which
those who are doomed to an carly death
seem to bear on their forehecads, as the pre-
monit:ry seal of the Destroyer—a spirit-
beauty which the .pirit claims to wear in
consideration of its premature release : and
this was as manilest on the lovely portrait
of bis youthful bride as I knew 1t to be on
that glorivus coantenauce which was lying
upstairs fixed and cold in death.

Let me draw & veil uver the scene that
followed, over the svrvant's lamentations,
aud my own unbearable grief. I saw him
—1I saw the well-biluv d faco, the admired
form—and I shudder to think of the state in
which I saw them. Days elapsed ere I
could bring myself to make the neccssary ar-
rangements which, us lns intimate friend,
cvolved npon myself, and into the de-
tails of which it was loathsomo to see how
Mawmmon erept, even into the chamber ef
death. It is sufficient to say, that froun the
accouats of his servants, and the examina-
tiov of his papers, which became necessary,
I gatlcered clearly that my poor friend had
veen decidedly and andoubtedly insane for
sorue time previous to the fatal act, and this
was all the consolation, since consolation un-
questionably it was, for the loss of the
brightest, truest, kindiiest spirit that ever
cLafed within its tenement of clsy.

And it was play that had brought the en-
thusiast to his self-selected grave. Play;
first the seductive pastime, then the in-
vincible habit, lastly, the deepest infatuation,
from which tkereis no escape. Desoper and
deceper had Hillingdon been drawn into the
whirpool, and and this was the result. A
pursuit first adopted to deaden the.stings of
conscience snd hush the importunate wail-
ings of remorse, had at length become the
one object of existence, the whole being of
the man. Lose of course he did, and lurge-
ly. Nor were the chances of thu gaming-
table sufficient to allay that eraving for ex-
citement whic}; indeed too surely grows with
what it feeds on. Stock-jobbing, railway
shares, mining investments, all and every-
thing that promised hazardous ventures and
disproportionate returre, were embarked in
with an eagerness too muchin character with
that imagative disposition which made
lum at once an artist, & poet, and a specula-
tor. For a time Hillingdon's speculations
Liad met wath tolerable suceess, enough in-
deed to encourage him to push his ventures
up tothe verge of all his savailable fortune,
and lus master’s spirits, as the old subseribed
tbem, wero higher than ho had ever known
tfor I thunk I have already mentioned the
eingular impassiveness of my friend’s out-
wurd demeanor), but even during this period
of temporary snnshine his eccentric ~ habit
was never broken through of sitting undis-
turbed for a portion of each day, gazing on
that portrait, which appeared-to compriee all
o valued and loved upon earth. This was
an unalterable rule, and day afler day bhis
cheek waa palsr and his eye more hagoard

L
dared not pursue the traid of my thoughts

e was_he might, conteary tu the
tico in such offers, have‘lgd ussxsul:::; 1
ly in the same proportion ; but 1t mayey !
his peculiarities to be indebted to no o
and his was a spirit to chafo alove aly
well-meant counsels of a worldly aj
culatiag friend. But the philosuphy vi
could smile calmly at the run of a wg
fortune should not have been accom
by the sensitive and imaginative L
ment that firmly belioved in its pove
holding oconverse with beings of w
sphere ; and the excitement of poor I
don's latter career had, 1 Erelh:;
health and shattering his nerves, sapml
foundations of that mysterious Lagpey
separates the shores of ressun from
limitable ocean of insanity. Step I
asI read on, I traced the downfald
poor friend’s reason ; step by step, I M
the catastrcphe approscmog, of wid
knew too well the terrible result. Fa
Le had believed in the actual appama
his Austrian love : twice, as he oiten
me, he bad seen her distinctly in the §
and the conviction was 1ndeilbly g
upon his mind that a third appearany
be immediately followed by Lis own &
With the peculiar ressoning of insauy,
belief appeared now to bavs assumd
shaps of a stringent oblization, & pm
honor, and, as he himself expressed s,
sbould be bound to follow when she xd
el him away.'! Once moro the ps
stood by his side, and from that moma
curtain was withd :awn from the fau}
trait. Twelve L curs afterwards lef
ceased to exist ; an 1 tho beanteons frz,
ot coivalrous snunt, the kindly o

eart, were as thougt they bad neva b

We buned him in ssuvwed g
Graterul at least for tius. Tue sun
the streets looked gay and crowded. 3
ness knit the brows, or pleasore bug
the cheeks of the heedless passengens
moved to and fro npon their umasin:g
their occupations. Did that de
upon the minate-bell thnll v tae b
one child of Mammon 2 Did that o
procession, as ever and anvu 1t sWpe,
wound on again in mysterivus gravfy,
its sulemn warning to onendisidons
busy throng ? ¢ We are beanng oned
selves to lus resl home,  Yesterdsy w
such as yo are, to-morrow shall yele
him. His place shall be your place, #
is going ye shall go. I fearm
We have indeed authoriiy to belim
where all else hath failed, not cven
of one from the dead shall prevail.

Webuaried him. Sball I ever fogt
dull dead sound of the damp eard
emote upon his coffic 2 Ashes tos
dust to dust! Was tins the end ofsl!
friend I my brother !

As I turned irom thechnrehyard ti
bearing in another funeral—so scon! |
that he was already forgotten. Wist
tered it to me ? I was alone 1o the

CHAPTER XXL

WINDING UP.

Tt was noon when I turned wy hd
the churchyard which now coo

Ingt friend. I was, indeed, ina m

of all fitted to eacounter the noise aod
of the crowded metropolis ; aud as It
of the vulgar curiosty, the impertineuts
ries of the many busybodies in the b
fashion, who would bave small &-
wringing my ! eart to satisly their o¥8
ing for aews, I shrank from the cki
other places of resort, where I felt oo
that even nowthe fate of my poor fn”‘
the topic of the gossip's eloquence ¢
idler's sneer. Little heeding my sl
walked on immersed in grief, I foand ™}
ingensibly drawing near the outskirts
don, and ere long the rapidity of mj?
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