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iU *e bodies of beeties, grasahoppera, Crick.
ela aàl Qtber ins::ts; when ibey bave

mfrom their prey they live in smml
Poils or puddles of water. We have oflten

oëeLtJeate in holnows of the rock filled
with water by the waves on the shore. of
Lake Ôntario Occasionally they are found
in pàm of milk inte hich a oriket has
fallen. Their sceàoam ame in Gordia, de-
rivedfromthefahI*1Grdianknotahaytbol-
gy, and appliedtoutIm oaaocounmoitheintri-
este knotted maso auto wiCh tley often
coil themselves. The reder will find an
interesting and elaborate article on these
curious creatures in the May number of the
,American Entomw>ogist and Botanist, by Prof.
Leidy of Philadelphia.

PAuAsrES ON A CATERPHI.AR.-E. R. M.,
Holloway, Ont., writes:-"Enclosed -find
what seems tO be a caterpillar, apparently
found depositing eggs. Please explain the

matter, as caterpillars do not lay eggs.
These and several others were found upon
cotton cloths that had been left upon the
grass for a day or two. As any conclusions
I may draw are likely to be erroneous, I ap-
ply to you."

The supposed eggs are the little white co-
coons of a small lchneumon fiy, belonging
probably to the genus Microgaster, which
includea a very large number of species. The
eggs of this useful parasite are laid by the
parent fly on the body of the young cater-

pillar. When hatched, the maggots burrow
into and feed upon the fat of the worm, and
at length occasion its death. .When they
have become full-grown, and almost demol-
isle4the worm, they work themselves out
of its body, which has hitherto asorded
tihem board and, lodging, and form their egg-
like cocoons. In about a week, a little lid
is Qpened at the top of each cocoon, and out
comes a small four-winged By, which goes of]

to repeat the operation on another unfortu-
nate caterpillar. Thes cocoons should not,
of course, be destroyed, the parasites being
most useful , as a check upon the ndue in.
crease of destructive caterpillars.

THE PLUM CI3ncUL.-G. C., Craigvale,

Ont.-The specimens you sent are harmles
flies, though numerous enough about plun
and other fruit trees to be mistaken fQr ene
mies. The holes in your plums must havi
been made by the pestilent curculio, and no
by this fly. Jar your trees, as we have oftei
recommended, and you will no doubt catc]
some of the real offenders. We have sen

you a live specimen of the Plum Curculio b
mail, that you may have no difficulty in re
cognizing your foe for the future.

Cur-woRit ElTER.-i McCully, Of How

ard, Ridgetown, has seat us a specimen o
an insect that he fo nri destroying Cul
worms amrng cora' Another was observe,
that had seized a large wJrin by the neck
and was in mortal combat witi it. It ils th
larva ot a'large groan beetle, which, lik
1I>.rest ofthe members of its family, i ca

nivoroa it habits, and destroys nuuers

Of otler issøeti. ÇWig generAUy nop4traal
in their babits, these larvoe are seldom seen,
an4 not much in known about them: the
beeles into which they turn, however, are
very commanly observed under stones and
rubbisk, &a even ru=ning over the surface
of the ground. They ahould, of course, be
regarded as good friends of the farmer and

Flowers.
Your voiceless lips, oh flowers, are living preachers;

Each cup a pulpit, every leaf a book,
Supplying to my fancy numerous teachers,

Prom loneliest nook.

'Neath cloistered boughs each floral bell that
swingeth,

And tols its perfume on the passing air,
Éakes sabbath in the fields, and ever ringeth

A cal to pra ver.
Not to the dome where crumbling arch and column

Attest the feebleness of mortal hand,
But to that fane most catholic and solemn

Which God hath planned.

To that cathedral boundless as our wonder,
Whose quenchless lamps the sun and moon suip-

ply;
Its choir the winds and waves, its organ thunder,

Its dame the sky.

There, amid solitude and shade, I wander
Through the green aisles, or stretched upon the

sod,
Awed by the silence, reverently ponder

The ways of God.

A Dream of Summer.
BY JOHN G. WHITTIER.

BIad as the morning breatis of June
The southwest breezes play;

And, thxough its haze, thse winter noon
Ses warm as summer's day.

The mnow-plumed Angel of the Norths
Has dropped his lcy spear;

Again thse nîossy esrth looks fbrth,
Again the streanis gush clear.

Thse fox his ll-side celi forsakes,
Thse muskrat leaves lis nook;

The bluebird in thse meadow brakes
la slnglng in the brook.

«"Bear up, .0 M.other Nature." crY
Bir, breeze, and streansiet free.

"Our winter voices prophesy
Of summer day. tW thee."

3 So, In thoae,,winters of thse aoul,
h By bitter blaisteand drear,

t O'srswept frons memory's frozen pole,
Wil snnny days appear.

Reviving Hope and Faitis, they show
The moiti its living poweru,

And how beneatis thse winter's 5110W
Lie germns of sumîner flowers.

f The NigisI is Mother to the Day,
Thse Wluter of the Sprlug;

And ever upon old Decay
The greenest masses clin g.

Behind thse clouit thse sunlight lunks,
eThrougb showers thse sunbeans fail,

,. for Ood, who lovetis anl Hia worka,
- as left ti hope wlth ail.

Birdt' Nestu-Iuasbd Ornament&
To the XcLitor.

,SiR,-The advantage of rendering our

homes attractive to the eye as well as to the
heart has repeatedly been the subject of edi-
torial comment in the CANADA FARMER, and
I fully concur in regarding the subject as one

of great importance. Farmers, and al' who

live in the country, have many ways of adorn-

mg their homes without indulging in costly

ornaments, which are usually quite beyond

their means. Objec'ts of natural history af-
ford the most pleasing means of contributing

to this end in almost endless variety; and
among the most interesting and beautiful
specimens of nature's handiwork, few things
ate more curious and attractive, or better
fitted to serve the purpose of giving an air of

refinement and taste to the interior of a room,
than birds' nests on the table or other fit
place. The wonderful structure& of these

tiny, feathered architects, are full of instruc-

tion, To the refiecting naturalist they open

up a wide field of enquiry. Speaking of the
mechanical skill and industry, manifested by
birds in constructing their nests, Professoi

Rennie says -
"This work is the business of their lives, the

duty which calls forth that wonderful inge-

nuity, which no experience can teach, and

which no human skill can rival. The infinite

variety of modes in which the nesta of birds

are constructed, and the exquisite adaptation

of the nest to the peculiar habits of the indi-

vidual, offer a subject of abnost exhaustless
interest. The number and variety of the

eggs of birds are curious subjects of contem-
plation, and should be carefully noted when-
ever opportunity offers."

Professor Rennie has arranged birds into
systematic order according to the construction
of their nests, under the following heads,

namely: Mining birds, Platform-builders,
Basket-making birds, Ground-builders, Ma-
son birds, Carpenter bires, Weaver birds,
Tailor birds, Felt-making birds, Cementers,
Dome-builders, and Parasite birds. It only

requires an examination of the nests them-

selves, whichi he has thus arranged, to con-

vince us how appropriate the ternis are which

he has applied to their several structures.

In preserving eggs it is only necessary to make

a small hole at each end of the egg with a

glovers's needle or a triangular awl, then

blew through the egg, and the contents will

escape. The eggs should now be returned to

the nest and fastened down with a little ce-
ment, dried in the open air, but in the shade.
Then take the nests and their contents to the
parlour, where they will attract more attený
tion than any silver tea tray or othel costly
articles. Besides, any boy or girl can.accom-

plish the task without money or los of time,
Bayfield, Ont. A. B. »ROWNSON.
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