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_‘iand Mining Company, the defendants in the
; present action, and it is climed that the latter
-;‘approprialcd the plant belonging to plaintiffs for
" the purpose of developing their own mine.
*: Dansereau ef a/. are now taking action to recover
'?.ffthe value of the following effects, alleged to
“fhave been taken from their property : one steam
“boiler, one Ingersoll steam drill, with pipes,
steels, fitting, etc,, one pipe cutter, vise and
.-_;tongs, three one inch globe check valves, two 34
“inch ditto, two dumping cars, a lot of crowbars,
,A;hnmmcrs, hand drills, etc., one complete set of
?ﬁb\ncksmith's tools, comprising sledges, bellows,
'fﬁlcs, anvils, pincers, etc,, six iron pulleys, three
?shcars, wire rope, derrick jrons, three mining
fgbuckcts, one hand force pump, between 6oo
'-:‘fand 1,000 feet of rope, and sundry minor
-’i‘articlcs, the whole of the value of $2,176. ‘The
E;s'jdcfcndants while admitting the taking of the
Sabove articles, answer that a number were re-
ﬁturncd. T'o this the plaintiffs respond that, if
fifﬁuch be the case a¥ articles returned were in a
‘vg?:ondition unfit for further use, and that their
’:&:laim for the whole amount should lie. ‘The
,’,gcnse is likely to continue for some days. A
A?z,mmber of witnesses have been examined on the
laintifs’ side, among others. Messts. G. R.
@Smith, E. G. Horan and F. S. Higginson, giving

ttention as a concise and handy reference for
he mineral community. In it will be found
2 chief localities of occurrence of each mineral,

ably beiter than in 1889, coke selling for the
rst two months at $1.75 per ton, and for the
mainder of the year at $2.15, the total value of

ef"!. sales being $12,903,940. In 1889, the

verage being about $:.40, and the aggregate
lue $8,156,156. Oven building has been

The shipments for 1890
show a grand total of 335,070 cars, an average
1,147 cars for every working day in the year,

o The price of coke, which had been finnly
Rtoaintained at $2.15 during the last ten months

[~ .

Regarding reciprocity in coal, which is else-
where referred to, several strong arguments
against it are brought forward by Mr. J. R,
Lithgow, secretary of the Glace Bay Mining
Company, Halifax, in a letter from which we

take a few extracts,  He says :

““I have received a letter from one of the best informed
coal brokers in New York, and during the reciprocity
treaty which ended in 1866, the largest importers in the
United Siates of Nova Scatiancoals, wheremtheysay 3 *We
do notthink themarket for Nova Scotian coals in the United
States, would be materially increased by the removal of
the present duty of 75 cents per ton.  The sharp com-
petition which exists between the different producers of
the domestic coal, and the rapid growth of the facilities for
supplying them, will, we think, keep the yricc of our
domestic coals as low, if not lower, than Nova Scotian
coals could be delivered i the States free of duty.’

© Not only would American coal, if free of duty, sup-
plant Nova Scotian to a considerable extent in the province
of Quebee, it would abo create such a competition that
the delivery prices in that province would be so lowered
a to leave little if any ‘])mlil to the shippers.  Even with
60 cents per ton duty, delivery prices have been too low 3
remove the duty and of necessity still lower prices would
follow and some of our collicries would have to shut
down,

** In the United States their own coals are so much
preferrad to Cape Breton, being freer of sulphur and soot,
that they are preferred at 25 1o 50 cents per ton more ;
hence this must be borne in mind_in estimating the prob-
able net value of Cape Breton coal in the United States.
Now, last year $2.15 to $2.25 was the fo.b. price at
Baltimore of the best steam coal, and the freight 1o Bos-
tonn was go cents to $1.15 enclusive of the cost of dis-
charging on to the whaif of purchaser.  And this, be it
remembered, when foreign competition was shut out by
the 75 cents daty,  Amwerican consumers are said 1o be
crying vut for the ramoval of the duty and cheaper coal ;
suppose the duty were removed and the way prepared for
the admission of Cape Breton cual, would not the price
of American coal be lowered at least 25 cents per ton ?
If o, then $3 would be about the cost of a ton of Aweri-
cau steam coal delivered at Boston 5 deduct from that 50
cents and you have about the value of a ton of Cape  Bre-
ton coal delivered alongside of wharf in Boston. ~ Well,
when it comes to that, [ hardly know whom to pity
most, thase who <hip the coal or those who freight it.”

We recommend these paragraphs to the con-
sideration of thosz who are agitating for reci-
procity.

Somz lizht is thrown on the impressions
created in the minds of Europaan investors by
the propos:d mining tax of three per cent. to be
imposed by th: Quebec Government, in the
following extracts from a letter from Dr. C.
Killing, of Amsterdam :

“I have been sent out by a large financial syndicate
from Europe to Canada for the purpose of examining
whether conditions are favorable to the investment of
captal in Canadian phosphate mines or not. I have
made a eareful study of the question and my impressions
o the whole are not unfavorable.  But I may say the
story of the proposed Government tax of three per cent.
upon the output is a great disappointment.

“Suppose for instance that the European capitalists 1
represent shoald invest $50,000 in the purchase of a mine
or phosphate lands, and the yearly output of the property
was 5,000 tons; the governmental tax would in that case
amount to between $2,300 and $3,000, or between 5 and
6 per cent. of the invested eapital. Do you believe that
forcign capital will be attracted ton country where, besides
other taxes, 6 per cent. must be paid to the Government ?
I believe that not one dollar_of such capital will come
into the country if this tax is tmposed.

“I am now going back to Europe to report on the
conditions of the investment of capital in Canadian phos-
}mh:uc mines, but T am sure that my friends will not think

urther of putting moncey into an enterprise under these
circumnstances.

“Everybody in the country knows that phesphate
mines with a small output lose moncy, and that only those
which produce large quantitics make any. It would be an
unjustifiable wrong to imposc a tax upon phosphate mined
ata loxs.  This experiment is very dangerous as well for
the future of the phosphate mines as for mincs in gener-
al, hecause I believe the industry cannot progress without
forcign capital, hut must remain in its present crude state.

““The principle of the tax is not wrong; it is its ap-
plication.  If the Government were to place an impost
of three per cent. u,l)on all outputs in cxcess of 4,000 or
4,500 tons, the small miners, who are barely paying ex-
penscs, would be protected, while the Government would
derive more revenue from the paying propertics.”

We hope to have our old cover ready from
the paper maker in time for the next issue, that
in the present number being purely temporary.

The change of title in this issue from the
Canadian Mining Review to ‘THE CaANADIAN
MiNING AND MrecHanical, Review will not
bring about any taterial alteration in the matter
contained therein, being merely in order to as-
similate more closely some interests connected
with the mining and quarrying industries.

Representations were made a few days ago to
the Montreal Board of Harbor Commissioners
by a deputation from the Coal Agents’ Associa-
tion, that the existing charge of seven and a half
cents per ton of 2,000 pounds for coal wharfage
was too high, in view of the large and mcreas-
ing trade between the Maritime Provinces and
Quebee.  The Board undertovk to fully con-
sider the arguments advanced and the deputa-
tion then withdrew.

‘The annual report on the work done by the
Geological Survey of Canada in 1890, is daily
expected, though it has not yet left the printers’
hands. Sufficient time has clapsed to allow of
its publication, and we hope, therefore, to be
able to refer to it at greater length next month.
‘T'he full report on the Sudbury district by Dr.
Robert Bell is expected to appear some time in
March. An interesting feature will be a number
of photographic views of that region.

Mr. James Cooper, president of the Ingersoll
Rock Drill Company, has gone to England to
further negotiations for the transfer of some min-
ing properties in which he has an interest.  Mr.
Geo. R. Smith, for many years superintendent of
one of our phosphate mines, and more recently
eatensively  engaged in the mining machinery
and supplies business, has also gone to England
in company with Mr. Cooper.  Both gentlemen
are widely known and highly respected, and we
are sure that good wishes will follow them from
their numerous friends.

P s e

A Novel Application of Electricity to Mining.—A
recent addition to the application of clectricity to mining,
and one which scems destined 1o find considerable use, is
a pantable device for detecting the presence and pature of
a mineral where the latter is exposed in the rock or casth.
This apparatus, which is intended for the use of pro-
spectors more particularly, consists of a battery and spark
coil, which are enclosed in a box, and the conductors end
in two platinum points. It is evident that if these points
be connected to a condnclin;i; body and the circuit rup-
tured, a spark will be formed, the flame and color of
which will give some indication of the nature of the body
which the clectrodes have touthed.  Thus, by placing
the two points against a rock containing metal in a free
state, its presence may be detected by merely applying
onc clectrode and passing the other rapidly over the sur-
face. The machine, which was invented by Mr. F. I,
Brown of Chicago, will, it is said, enable a novice or
““ tenderfoot ™ to pick up float rocks on the hills and tell
instantly whether they contain mincral or not, and cven
the comparative quantity in a_rough way. By mcans of
this instrumeat, also, i is possible to find a lost *“lead®
in a shaft or cut by applying it to the walls.  Another use
1o which it tnay be put is to the sorting of orcs, the color
of the flamme cnabling the sorter to scparate the different
kinds. The apparatus, which weighs about ten pounds,
is armanged to be carried on the back, and can be used to
cxplode blasts in coancction with clectric primers.—
Electrec Engineer.

Brown's Patent Steel Wire Chain.—The Greening
Wire C. of Hamilton have just madea veryimportant addi-
tion ta their already extensive lines of manufacture, having
purchased the sole right for the manufacture in_the
Dominion of Brown’s Patent Steel Wire Chain. They
claim for this chain, that being made of hard drawn steel
wire, and the links being formed without welding, & uni-
formity of strength is obtained that is not possible in the
ordinary chain.  Actual tests show a wonderful difference
between the Brown chain and the welded, a test made of
No. 8 wirce, broke at 1,950 1bs., breaking at the end of the
link, whilc the same sizc of welded chain broke at

490 Ibs.



