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difficult, it will be valuable, and shoutld be tried."
This admission is in the riglt direction, but

"black tail and wings" are so seldom seei on the
best of birds that iic nust ask for a little modifi-

are those written under the infliuence of their feel-
ings, while the strong and rtasonable and therefore
pleasant parts reprts .nt tleir convictions. Otlirs,
anong the rest lie present vriter, have becn in-
duced to write upoi the question, and cach, pro-
bably, supposed they gave sone liglt to enquirers
on the subj, ct about whiclh two of our most able
men scemed to diff, r. If the question had been
one of ntmbers mnany pi rsons could have settied it
for themselvcs by thi use ofaritlimetic. There are
but few breeders of Liglit Brahrma fowls whlîo are
sifficie.ntly acquiiiitt d with the pet uliarities of the
original Chaniberlain, Tes, and Autocrat fowls to
know iow tley iay mate by mixing their blood
to s. clre restilts Claiieid as possible by Mr. Ma-
grane ; nor have many niodern brek ders I ad the
exp, rience in iating thtese îcry different famtilies
wiicl HInry and 1. K. Felch have lad in tiheir
long exper nee. Of fliose breeders wvho have hîad
experience, sucli as P. Williams and E. Con, y, we
dIo not hear fromi ; th.ey breed and sell, but do not
write for the press; tley are courteous gentlemenn
wlo can give a reasin for things when propërly
inquired after, but think controversy confuses in-
stead of ckaring the minds of inexpt rienced
brezders.

Among those who have taken up this question
but few have made btrongtr assertions than are
foînd in " Notes fron Waterloo." I an an Eng-
lislman, and like mîy countrynen, atm apt to (on-
sider the word Waterloo as indicative of something
decisive. Well, lie forms his lines of battle like
one of sone experience. He considers the posi-
tions of tlose le intends to oppose and launches
his forces against the weak points of the opposing
line. Like the rest of us,however, lie fails to make
his battle a Waterloo ; like others, lie advanees and
retreats, using tacties, as others have done, such as
indicate what lae prefers and wl]at lie wisles to do,
but how to accomplisli tlhat we so mucl desire lie
fails to illustrate by example.

He admits tiat "there is a growing desire for
pure white under-color," also, tiat judges ait tle
leading exhibitions in the United States and in
Canada have favored such as were white. He ad-
mits that it is best to set up a "lhigla standard as
a model," but npt to flic neglect of othier points
than color; but all lis opinions resolves itself into
this: " Can Light Brahiqas be bred uniforn, or a
reasonable portion of them, w.ith clear, distinct,
daik hackle, black tail and wings, and pure white
under-color ; or n ill the resuilt of our matings only
produce an occasional bird with these desired
qualities ?" "If the former, thon no matter how
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cotion, and venture the supposition that J. L.
an ans very dark tail and vings. the standard b-
ing so very higli that perfection lias been seldomt
reaclhed. WVitli this modification we believe the
"t desired resuilt" can b, attained.

- J. L. scens to take it for granted thiat the ru-
sult cannot bc attained. le says, " Tliere can be
no permanent improvement of the race or variety
unless flac best birds, the prize winners at tie ex-
libitions, are selc ted and mated for brec ding *
Again, -If we lave to breed two distinct classes,
one for breeding and one for exhiibitioi, therc is
soniething wroiig in the Standard or somewhere
cise." To me, the fault does not appear to be in
the Stanadard, nor in the fowls, but in the breeders.
If the brteeder bc intelligent, is posted as to what
Light Biahîmas w..re made of, unadLrstîands naature's
law of - like begetting like* only when other things
are favrtable, secs that in nature likeness never
exact is produced, that offipring is ever falling
back to ancestral pareitage, le will conclide that
all the variations of tnder-color seen are results of
thte compounded blood used, and will, under the
most skillful mating, be fixed beforeltand by the
breeder only in a comparative sense-the propor-
tion of such birds liglt or dark depending upon a
line of similar birds for many successive genera-
tions of flic sane blood, if not parentage, until the
preponaderance is absolute. Tien only would "J.
L.'s" position be tenable, that "a really first-class
pair of birds, from a straiglit line of pure and first-
elass ancestors should produce a majority of first-
ciass chicks." We nust be content with a " ma-
jority," even wlen the breeder is skillful and
knows lais material; his success will be compara-
tive under thie most favorable conditions, and in
this, as il. all man lias ever accomplished, his work
will vary with conditions whiclh influence, until,
as in the use of steam and electricity, lae, by con-
tinuity of action, fixes absolute preponderance in
using the elements of nature.

JOHN FLEMING.
Slierbori, Mass., U. S.

Higih Prices or Low?

Now, as the time approaches when our pets be-
gin to lay and maake us some return for the long
months of care during the past winter, and all
breeders are looking for a richl harvest from the
settings of eggs thîey will sell to their less fortu-
nate friends who own no hens, but have made up
thacir mind they will have some the present sea-
son, we miust all fix upon our list of prices. This
is a matter that rcquires much care and good judg-
ment, as trifling a matter as it nay seem, to say
laow much you will charge for thiirteen eggs. And
I believe a radical change can be made for thp


