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ONE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-FIVE.
The year on" wyhich we enter this month .is the last year of the third

quarter of this century. It is in fact the last year of a remarkable quarter of:a remarkable century..
The first quarter of this century was a tfine of war and much misery tothe people i alnost ail the countries of Europe. Napoleon kept the wôrldmu such a condition of conflict-and iun±est -thôt'fèw Christian enterprisës 6f ah'ymagnitude were planed or exeéuted for rnauind. The second qxiarter ofthis century was a time ofpeap and useful reforms in the State; Catholieemancipation was granted, the Reform Bill was passed, and slaves set free inal the'British possessions. The third quarter of this century has been atine of scrutiny and searching into the foundations of things. The riglit ofthe Southern States tolextend slavery in the Union was called in qûestionand denied: so also was the riglit of the 'pe to his temporal throne, andthe rirht of France to govern Europe. Uiider the keen, searching glance ofthis spirit, science has had auiew to examÈine its inductions, phiiosophy itsaxioms, the churches their creeds, and all Christians thei' Bibles. Muchthatmea cherished fondly as truth'in all depa.rtmnénts of thoiuht, must needs begiven up, and muchthat men disliked has fought its way to the iront 't'ietruth of God.

Indeed, the quarter of century which closes- with this year loôks very muchlike what is seen on boaÉd a: man-of-war when the order has been given toclear the deck for áction. It is a scene of bustlé, confusion, noise, excite-ment, hope, and féer; but.all this'4s hë'esàafy. Useleès WéàPspi' xiItithelaid aside, useful ones mùust be prepared and'brought into position, laggardsmust be stimulated, cowardg mnust be encoùîaged, ana everyone. must knowhis place in the confliet, and what is expceted of ]iim. It is soniething likethis that has beën gôing oi for the. Iasmttwnty'-five yeaïs
(kWemaytherefore exp-ectthatteclosing quat'r of this century on- whichthé woild enters nëxt year, Vwill be-atune of actíon and fruitful exeition in -ail


