
Our Sabbath.

upon tlieiii to provide for it 0o1 the
Saibbaith as on other days of the
wtek,. Then, furnishinig the regular
food supply for the great cities, as,
for exanmle, the supply of niik,
creates a sort of qitazi necessity for
the mneaus of transit at least ini the
early liours of the Lord's-day. Theni
the enornîous extent of our modern
caties-a natter -which is only begin-
iig to, touch us in this country-
raises the clamour for chea1 and
expeditious means of communication
on ail days of the week.

These are only a few of the per-
plexing elements whichi have been
l2nported into this difficuit question
by the progress of events. They are
wîentioned here not for the purpose
of entering upon their discussion,
but simply to indicate the perplexity
of the probleni, and the intelligent
discrimination required in its prac-
ticai solution. At the ame time,
wvhat has been said shows the many
points at whichi encroacliments niay
be, and are likely to be, made upon
die sanctity of the Sabbath, and
%vlich nmust be carefully and sacredly
a arded if this p)art of our glorious
hiertage la to be preserved in its in-
tegrity.

Of course, thie Stute can do but
litile ini respect to this miatter with-
out the Church. Besides, tLiere is

aaspect of tse Sabbath wvithi which
the (ioverninent of the country bas
nothing to, do. It is the duty of the
State to guard the rights and privi-
leges of ail classes of the people,

ann>ngs the rest the rigyht to l'est on
OiC (lay out of seven, and to spend
iL as their respective consciences nîay
dictate, without sufi'sring Ioss of eni-
ployinent or any other disability on
accotait of their so doing. And the
legislation which bas taken place
during the lat few yeara in this
P>rovince, and the bill bearing upon
duis subjeot, introduced into the
Dominion Parlianient by Mr. Charl-
ton, though its consideration was
tunfurtunately postponcd in couse-
4juence of the pressure of other mat-
ters, showv tlîat our public men are
alive to this matter, and if they do
îlot ahvays net with the promptuesa
and decision with which they oughit
to acG, it is probably because there

is not, or they think thiere is nôt, the
degree of intelligent conviction on
the subject that there should be.
Under a representative form of gov-
ermnnîent, such as ours is, it la uselesa
to expect the nmen in authority to go
fartdier in tiiese muatters than the
sentiment and feeling of the people
wiil warrant themn in goin1g. And it
is the functi on of tihe Churcli to form,
that state of public opinion whicli
will furnish tihe right sort of legis-
lation on titis and all other matters
in which morals are concerned.

iBesides, the religlous observance
of the Sabbath is a mnaLter whicli
belongs exclusively to the Churci.
Witli it the State bas no right to
meddle. The more these two great
forces are kept within their owu
respective spheres the better wvill it
be for both fihe one and the other,
and the more likely are fthe great
interests committed to their charge
respectivsiy to be effectuaily pro-
xnored. We are pleased, thierefore,
to observe that the Ministerial Asso-
ciation of titis city, instead of con-
senting to, bring pressure upon the
Governmeut in order tu have atreet
parades, with brasa banda and other
noiay denionstrations on Sunday, pre-
v'ented by law, resolved to bring thxe
full power of the pulpit to bear upon
the subject, taking it for granted
that if the Governmnent did not go
as far as it oughlt in this miatter, thxe
cause iw as not lu any disinclixiation
on the part of the mien entrusted
with the management of our public
affaira, but lu the apathy of the
people. It was a happy thought
withi the Association to set apart a
day for the special discussion of this
important subject, and we venture
to believe that, lu this, it lias set an
examplle worthy of being followed in
other localities. The simultaneous
presentation of the sanctity of Mie
Sallbath, and its proper observance,

f0 the Christian congregations of thxe
entire community, if if la done with
intelligence and eimuestnesa, can,
scarceiy fail to produce a l)rofouaid
impression. But whether it la done
sinîultziueous1y or xîot, the pulpkts of
the land must give no uncertain
sound upon thiis subjeet, and if mnust
be set promniently before the people


