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is only an entirely right and conimendable
activity, wrongly directed. The diffèere
betveen the studious and eamnest pupil and
the nxischievous and turbulent one is only
the difference of two strearus, the one, of
Nvhich flows in its proper channel musically,
hielpfully; the other throwvn from its course,
bursting its banks, boils through the mea-
dowvs rccklessly, wastefully. It is a part of
the teacher's wvork, failure in wvhich is failure
in duty, to provide opportunity, through the
work of the school-i oom, for full and free
exercise of the child's faculties.

We do flot accept the doctrine of total
depravity, nof do we believe, if two equally
attractive inethods of gratifying the demand
for exercise be open to the child, he wifl
deliberately choose the wrong one. The
fact is that fly-traps, and siate notes, and
tit-tat-to are vastly more interesting than
geography and graminar, and the child. turils
to, them as a matter of course. Where, then
shail rest the blamie of this miscondut-on
the child, immature, ignorant, -and plastic, or
on the teach er, wvho shou1d possess the pow-
er to direct. and shape ibis easily-bent mor-
sel of humanity to the shape of truc mnan-
hood ? But if, wvhen ail bas been done that
lies within the powver of the teacber, offences
mnust necis be, how shall the wvoe be brought
to the child by whom the offence cometh ?

ir. The child, at different stagep of men-
tai development, requires différent treat-
ment ; and

,2. Penalties inay be natural or artificial.
First, an infant, when ail the power of

the mind is cexerted in the perception of ex-
ternal objects, can only bcQme conscions
of externi'al impressions. If punjshiment ii
needed for a child at this period, corporal
punishment xnay rationally be uscd.

But the developipent or the child, poon
gives hîm a dlaim. -t the titi e of a thi;4ing,
being, and though, mfayhap, he reasons
YaguèIy, yet there is à dim appreciation pf
the relation of causes to results. Punish-
ment of snch a person is defi'nsiblconly1 When
it :jÈ reçgai4ded as the naturai consequençe- of
sorbe conscious act of thatfperson.. Nature
siiggests ih~e -lawy which we miust be., wise,
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indeed to improve. If I violat, a natural
law by pilacing my hand up.on a heated iron,
the penalty follows instantly in the pain of
the burn, proportioncd exactly to the dcgrce
of theoffence. If!I repeat thectransgression,
1 experience the penalty a second time ; and
should jrepeat the act a hundred times, I
amn tonscious that a hundred ties the pen-
àlty wvould follow. Recognizing this con-
nection betwveen transgression and its con-
sequences, the lcast child exercises great
care in conforming to nature's Iawvs in so far
as thcy are apparent to hlm. For every
wvrong action our pupils are. lable to com-
mit, there is a natural reaction, and if the
teacher were but careful to niake mani-
fest the x4ecessary connection, and to sec
that the penalty folloved th.e transgression
inexorably, thie child would soon ac .quire,
for the lawvs of' the school "on, that respect
ivhiclvhe now feels for the Iaws of nature.

For tlhc pain thai attends an infiugèenet'
of natfire's laws, one rray beýcomge angry and
embitteea1, but bis resenitmaent can be dit-
ected: onl. y,agarnst*himself, the tra.n'sgressor.
Likeisie, if lthe teacher actî oly as thé agent
in causing 'the natural reaction to follow; the
offènùdé, in this case also anger, if feit, 'ca à
be directed only against the transgrcssor,
andcà; m»nutùàl dislike, wvhich is s0 often en

g ndérèd'*by an artificial, ýünishment and
ivhich Wsthé, prolific cause of further troubl,
mày be avoi-ded.

Itrests witJ' teachers alone to make this
matter j*-act.:al, by searching out the natural
penalties fc' school-rooma offences. If this:
be earncstly and thoughtfuhly studied, pun-
ishmient -in 'every câse avoidcd, unlcss there
be a mànifest connection between-it and.the-
faùlt that preceded it, and care taken that
no offence escape Ïts ntti .neune
the tfrnt will soon be known among us
when this question will have eased* to'
troublé,* and the 'Iod thatnow hangs, a badge
of disgrace, froni so many schocol-robrmwalls-
will occupy lits only legitimate -place, in the
haüds of those beings ýto wvhom, the Creator
bas îlot given souls.-Prof. E. IF Znx,*
soit, in Michiganj Zeacher.


