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1HE ONTARIO TEACHER.

is only an entirely right and commendable
activity, wrongly directed. The differegce
between the studious and earnest pupil and
the mischievous and turbulent one is only
the difference of two streams, the one, of
which flows in its proper channel musmally,
helpfully ; the other thrown from its course,
bursting its banks, Dboils through the mea-
dows recLlessly, wastefully, It is a part of
the teacher’s work, failure in which is failure
in duty, to provide opportunity, through the
work of the school1oom, for full and free
exercise of the child’s faculties.

We do not accept the doctrine of total
depravity, nor do we believe, if two equally
attractive methods of gratifying the demand
for exercise be open to the child, he will
deliberately choose the wrong one. The
factis that fly-traps, and slate notes, and
tittat-to are vastly more interesting than
geography and grammar, and the child turns
to them as a matter of course. Where, then
shall rest the blame of this misconduct—on
the child, immature,ignorant, and plastic, or
on the tea\hcr, who should possess the pow-
er to direct.and shape fhis easily-bent mor-
sel of humanity to the shape of true man-
hood? But if, when all has been done that
lies within the power of the teacher, offences
must needs be,how shall the woe be brought
to the child by whom the offence cometh?

1. The child, at different stages of men-
tal development, requires different treat-
ment ; and

2. Penalties may be natural or artificial.

First, an infant, when all the power of
the mind is. exerted in the perception of ex-
ternal objects, can only become_conscious
of external impressions. If punishment is
needed for a child at this period, corporal
punishment may rationally be used.

But the development or the child soon
givés him 2 claim to the title of a thinking
Dbeing, and though, mayhap, he reasons
vaguely, yet there is a dim appreciation of
the relation of causes to results. Punish-
ment of such a person is &, efensible ondy when
it s regarded as the natural consequence.of
some conscious act of that person. Nature

suggests the law, which we must be. wises}

indeed toi improve. If I violate a natural

law by placing my hand upon a heated iron, -

the penalty follows instantly in the pain of
the burn, proportioned exactly to the degree
of theoffence. If Irepeat thetransgression,
I experience the penalty a second time ; and
should Jrepeat the act a hundred tlmes, I
am tonscious that a hundred times the pen-
alty would follow. Rccogmzmg this con-
nection between transgression and its con-
sequences, the least child exercises great
care in conforming to nature’s laws in so far
asthey are apparent tp him, For every
wrong action our pupils are liable to com-
mit, there is a natural reaction, and if the
teacher were but careful to make mani-
fest the necessary connection, and to see
that the penalty followed the transgression
inexorably, the child would soon acquire,
for the laws of the school-room, that respect
which he now feels for the laws of nature.

For the pain that attends an infritigerent
of natlire’s laws, one may become angry and
embittered, but his resentment can be dis-
ected only against himself, the transgressor.
leewxse, if the teacher act only as the agent
in causmg the ratural reaction to follow the
offénce, in this case also anger, if felt, can
be directed only against the transgressor,
and 2 fmitual dislike, which is so often en-
gendéréd by an artificial punishment and
which is the prolific causé of furthertroublé,
may be avoided.

Ttrests with teachers alone to maLe this
matter pract’.:al, by searchingout the natural
penalties fc school-room offences, If this
be earnestly and thoughtfully studied, pun-
ishment in every case avoided, unless there

bé a manifest connection between'it and the-

fault that precéded it, and care taken that
no-offence escape its mnatutalc.nsequence,
the time will soon be known among us

when this question will have ceased to’

trouble, and the Yod thatnow hangs, a badge
of disgrace, from so many school-roomwalls;
will occupy its only legitimate place, in the
hands of these beings to whom-the-Creator
has not given souls.—Prof, E. IV, Z?Eomp
s018, 1 Mcingmz Zeacker.
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