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northernnost turn of the river is the apex. AIl the
territorv lving north of the C. P. R., between the river
flowing north andil te river fiowing south is filled with
snow-capped inountains, nuimerous creeks, and one or
two larger streans flowing into the Columbia on both
the eastern and western slopes, with here and there a
pleasant valley and fertile beaver neadows. It is on
these western tributaries, as well as the Columbia itself,
that the ricli placer ground bas beenî worked at intervals
since 1865.

Tlhirty years ago Big Bend vas a busy place, a popu-
lation, variouslv estinated at fromî eiglt to ten thousand
ninuers and prospectors, being busily engaged in extract-
ing the precious ietal fromî its ancient bed. And many
of thei were successful, as it is stated that betweenî
four and five million dollars worth of gold was taken
out Iy placer ninuers in i 65 and 1866. Only placer
clainis were worked. No oie thouglht of looking for
gold in the benches or in quartz. Besides the imiethods
of hydraulicing in those days were crude and unsatis-
factorv Placer clainis that did not pan out more thian
$1o a day per man were uiprofitable. Provisions vere
dear, and the scenes enacted in the old Cariboo das-
so oftenî published--were applicable to Big Bend.

A steamer, the '49, was fitted out at the Little Dalles,
with a cargo of supplies and sonie passenîgers, made
wlat niust thiien have beenî a iost venturesomne voyage
up the River as far as Laporte, where further progress
was barred i- Priest's Rapids and the terrible Death
Rapids, 50 miles north of Revelstoke-as far north as
ever steamer went on the Colunbia. The '49 after-
wards came to grief on a sunken rock in wliat is now
known as Steaiboat Rapids, just below )ownie Creek.

The gold-seekers in the Bend, too impatient and per-
haps too imipecunious (with provisions at faminle prices)
to try the deep diggings, began to hear runiors of ricli
gold finds in other parts of the world, chiefly li Aus-
tralia, and then there was an exodus, onily a smuall per-
centage of the population being left to continue scratch-
ing the surface gravel here and there, iostly on Mc-
Culloci andi French Creeks, tributaries of Goldstreai,
whici enpties into the Columbia about 54 miles north
of Revelstoke.

It would occupy a great deal of space to einierate
the various placer claimis whicli have been staked during
the past ten vears, active operationls having been re-
conihienced in, the Beid in 1886. The Consolation gold
Mine, on French Creek, lias beei a large producer of
placer gold for the past five years, averaging, sonie
seasois, S0oo a day per nan, but a great deal of tlis
profitable work lias been neutralized by expeises in re-
pairimg damuages froin higli water. 'le gold from this
mine is as pure as it is possible for the crude metal to be,
and fetches $,8.50 per ounce at the San Francisco mint.
The average seasoni's ouitpîut, with four or five men at
work, bas beenl about S20,ooo in round n1umuulbers. The
output for the last four ionths amouunted to $4,ooo.
Sonie big nuggets have been found in this mine. John
Sweenev, Who came down to Revelstoke on a lioiday
last month, brought with hii a file showing of Consol-
ation gold, the largest nugget being wvorth $50, another
$43, wvhile $20 and $10 nluggets were quite plentiful.
The mine at present is loking better thai ever before
in, its history, and the owiers expect large ret«urns this
sulmîîer, as the gold is getting coarser all the tine.

There are other placer claims in the Bend with a sim-
ilar history ; the Gold Hill, lately sold by Vandale &
Beaton for a big suim, being one of the best producers
of the past two or three years. Placer iiinuîg is the
poor man's mining. Tliere is no expensive machinery
required, no liauling or smielting of ore. The miner
can carry his output in, his strong chamois leather bag,

and the only expense entailed after lie lias secured
ore is the sending o it to the iniit. Nunbers of
are eligaged in this industry in Big Bend who have
capital but their labor, and iost of them exPec
strike it ricli when they reacli bedrock. r

It goes wvithout saying that where the shallow g c
is rich in fine gold and smnall nuggets the lief,
nuggets will be found on bed rock, i. c. : the
bottoi of the bed of the ancient strean whicl brolb
the gold fron its original resting place--trundled ut
big nuggets along in its swift waters till they cae
fast in sonie crevice, to reniain there till in the cour'
1minllions of ytears the whole channel silted up with S0
gravel, and lîgliter gold, and eventually the t
sought another channel and forned another bed, to tY
tinue the sane process of eroding the gold froto
inother rock and deporting it safely in soie nook be

That tis process is still going on is evidenced b
fact that sometines large nuggets are seen, on the r
bed of sone swift flowing strean, so swift flowin'ilou
it is seldon an effort to land sucl nuggets with a it
handlied shovel is successful, the current washing
the shovel before it cai be brought above the surf
the water. IP 0

But I an digressing. Great attention is beiirese
to hydraulic mining in Big Bend just now, and ther d
several outfits engaged ii washing the benches, Iio te
on the smaller creeks, but also on Gold Streani aU
Columbia itself. The Columbia River Hydraulic'
panv wvho are operating on the Columbia just .
Smith Creek, are about to go in largely for tlis'
mining, having faith in their location through the rte
of Prof. Nason, an American expert, who sP'eut
whole of last suimmner prospecting the ground, and
is about to return to superintend the erection Of
to-date plant, the first carload of nmachinery
arrived at Revelstoke froi Chicago, and will be
up as soon as the vater is high enougi for Toni Il
large boat to navigate the upper river. bt ,

Besides placer and hyvldraulic mines, richl quartztd
been discovered in the Bend, and several claiis lOC0
For several vears it lias been known that there WaS e
siderable gold quartz in the mountains near the S 0il-
of the larger creeks, but the expenîse of getting leid
ng machinery lias been too great to permit of its

worked by poor prospectors, and even capitalists
been disniayed at the cost of packing machine
miles on horseback. But recently, Gus LuInd, 001
located two quartz clains-the Jenny Lind and Olee
-sone four or five years ago, lias been fort
enougli to dispose of one of them, at a good fige ile
believe, and sone saiples of quartz fromn this clainpee
Ole Bull) were exhibited in Spokane last fail by 0
the purchlasers, and were said to be worth over $600
ton. Mr. Lund had already taken up a small ii
proved that it would pay to mine gold quartz, ev
Big Bend. or e

There cau be little doubt t-iat the mîother lode, oe
or ledge, or whatever you please to call it, frol cIe
the gold was eroded in ages past (with the P t
probably still going on) is sonewhere in that die
and while it nay be il a riven and scattered cOIldi ilô
it will, whein founîd, be the richest piece of "Y' tb
broglit to liglt on this continent. The only thil,
prevents Big Bend. fromî ranking with Cariboo uto
placer.and hydraulic camp-is the costliness of gettlIL e
anythimg heavy. such as machinerv. Cariboo.ø
wagon rGad, while Big Bend has only a pack trail s0
for two or three iontis in the year, the river, as et
Laporte. But some nieais will vet be foulid tO
conie this impediment to the .district's prosperity'
light railway or tramway from Revelstoke would be


