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elifferent kinds of sait. The writer appears to of science; but not to be arrived at,luntil many fal.t-
d'oubt the correctness of Professor Beck's state- perceptions have becn purged away from the eye of ttw
meionît, upon the ground that the Turk's Island mind, and the evidence of muci experience presented
and Liverpool salts are preferred by beef and pork io flic understanding.
packers and farmers to the Onoîidaga, although j When we look forth upon the carth, it appears to be

sait is reresented t e ta surlace broken into ill and dale, but everywheretitet latter t lie purer than c ither ilîeninaid by the inargin of that %ast concavity of the
f the former. The facit of tins preference is w"ell heavens whichî is stretched out above us; and vhen v..%

known and allowed, but it does not inilitate are at sea, we seem to bc upon a circular plain of
against tie accuracy of the analysis in question, water, whose linit is no where far distant from us.*
es the writer of the observations in the Buffalo That error which assigns to the carth and to the lwa-
paper spems to think. Tie preference given to vens flic boundary of the visible horizon, corrects itir
tht former varieties is based upon expelience; indeced imnediatcly that we travel froni place to place;
they have been fond to be the best preservatives but how arc ive to free ourselves from the otier error t
of uent, &e., although by no menus the purestGo wherc ive will, we seem to bc moving on a fiat if
kintds of sait. For the antiseptie properties of sait not an even turfacc-we appear no wlere to be de.s-
are nlot iii direct proportion to its purity. Indeed cendig the sies af the earth, or climug on its aceh-

it , ; and an impression of our senses irresistibly grous
it would appear that perfectly pure sait, without upon us thait it is an extended plain. Astronony tell,
any adiixture of other saline substances, does iiot us of a lhuige sphere self-supported in the space of tle
answer xell for preserving ment. In illustration heaivens, and of thlat space stretching forth interminably
of this fact, I cannot do better thian extract, fron and immeasurably. How shall v realize this udea,
Darwin's Voyage of a Naturalist, the following and reconcile it vith vhat ve sec '
passage, in whichi the author is describing tIte Let us suppose a traveller, impressed with fle behel
salit procured fron a large sait-lake or salina lie that tlie earth is a plain, to set out and travel contiuu-
visited itear the town of Patagonis, on the Rio ally n lthe sanie direction im search of its bouîndaries
Ne-ro. " This salit is crystallized in great cubes, raiveliiing on until he meets the sea, let him embar

and i remakablure;r. Trrensham Rleeks has upon ut and traverse it until lie again encomjiters the
a.d is remarkally pure; land; thuts contm.inuimg his forward course unirpedel
kimdly analyzed soine for me, and lie finds ini it by any of the natural obstacles on the earth's surface.
only 0.26 of gypsum and 0.22 of earthy matter. Never will lie find any termination to it. Go where
It is a singular facit that it does not serve so well he will, still sea or land ivill lie open before hini.
for preserving meat as sea-salit from the Cape de There is no limit, no boundary, no interruption of its
Verd Islands; and a merchant at Buenos Ayres continuity; no chasin in it, no elevation extending
told me that lie considered it as 50 per cent. less itself into infinite and unknown regions of space-no
valuable. Hence the Cape de Verd sait is con- greater obstacle than a mounti.n-no more impassable
stantly inported, and is mixed with that fron space than a valley, a lake, a i% er, or a sa.
these salinas. The purity of tIhe Patagonian sait IIis first conclusion would bc, that ho was traveluihg

r aa surface of intinite extent. After a time, however,
or absence from it of titose other saline ladies this conclusion vould correct itself, and lie would per-found im ail sea-water, is the only assignable cause ccive to lis amazement, that,altough he had tra-
for this inferiority; a conclusion which no one, I velled on, continually nway, as it seened to him, froin
tiink, woald have suspected, but vhici is sup- the region where his journey began, this onward jour-
ported by tie fact lately ascertained, that these ney had nîevertheless brought hin back to that region
salts answer best for preserving cheese which again. Has he then unconsciously turned rouînd aind
contain mnost of the deliquescent chlorides." retraced his steps ? On this point lie may assure hini-

The purity of this Patagonian sait, as the reader self, and he vill find that, vwithout ever turmnig back-
cannot have failed to remark, exceeds that of the wards, or deviating from lis course otherwise than
Onondaga article. Hlence we have, I think, Con- perhaps to the right or the left of it, le lias yet returned
clusive evidence that the purest sait is not the toa e place etieexset at.But a very stigii exercise of lis juîdgmeuit vill be
best for the purpose of preservimg meat. Conse- sufficient to shew him, from this fact alone, that the
quently the results of Professor Beck's analysis earth's surface is not one extending infinitely, at least
are not at variance with the generally entertaned in the direction in vhich ho has travelled, nor bounded
opinion of the superiority of thle Turk's Island and by any edge or limit ; but, like the surface which en-
Liverpool sait over the Onondaga. closes a solid body, continuous, and returning inta

Toerponito e1849. N. itself.t If this were not the case, the farther he tra-
velled in tie same direction, or towards the same direc-

THE IsoLATION OF THE EARTH IN SPAcE. tion, the farther he would of necessity have receded
ie~ IsOLt IONd out The north over theE empty and from the point at which le set out; and ho could never,

"the stretchd out the north aor the empty space, and hanged travelling as le did, have reached that point. Thus,
It is uont easy t conceive the entire isolation of the i I see a fly mtaking a journey ac.oss my table with his

thead alwvays in the same direction, or dtviating only to
earth in space. That it does not spread out its dimen- fthe right or left of tuait direction, it is nanifest to ne
sions ito lte abysses of the universe, until at length it that he continually recedes from his starting-place, at
attains sone immoveable basis upon which it nay least as long as le remains upon tue upper surface ofrepose-that it rests ait no pedestal, hangs upon nothng the table. To reach it again, thus continually advanc-

pacI. l 1e, no. e g -Y p-

supported does not fall,-are deas which lie at the foun-
dation of al our knowledge of tie wisdom and power of
God in the universe; but to realize vhich it is neces-
sary that we approach them if not by the steps of a
rigid demonstration, at least by those of a gradual pro-
gression. They are indeed but elementary deductions

* tr the eye be placed at a height of about ten feet from tha
surface or the water, the horizon is distant froin il, in every
direction, between four and five mites.

t Not, for in tance, a surface like that of the page on which
titis i; printedj ilg fiat. aîud fermninated by au edge; but tîke
that which It would have If It were rolled up so that ils opposite
edges met and were perfectty loined.


