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dons of the heaveny bodies. But these and ei io yet been revealed to the mind of mortal from thelar facts had been observed froin the creation volume of nature.millio d rf tmen. Whynot vth the same resuit? Let inquirers go forth; let men engaged in theWther lad rien ia vacuums: omies had vbrated practical ursuits of lie be conversant with sci-in the air; apples had fallen froan the pluckin of ence, aud let scientific men becone students ofthe fatal one in Paradise til the fal of the fortu- nature, and a new and vigorous impulse will benate a n Phich awakened th 'patient thoughtad given to every department of science. The vastof the Great Philsopher. The facts ad been universe lias never yet been thoroughly explored;wvitnessed, but the causes which produced %homa we have but coînmenced the searchi; wve are onlyliad fot been souglit after. :sporting with the pebbles upon the shore of theHow often, ideed, do we tread upon the very boundless ocean of undiscovered truth. We havethreshhold of the arcazna of nature, the mosv carelessly examined a few grains of sand upon theportant discoveries, or the richest mines of iteiisurface of our globe, but its depths remain unex-lectual wealth, rthout being consious of ou 1 plored ; we have caught a glimpse of the nearestproximity them. Like the rich milnes of our of the heavenly bodies, but the vast wilderness ofvast Continent, which have forages, been trodden worlds lie beyond the reach of the most powerfulunder the foot of the untaught aborigines, undis-, glasses. Descending ta the manifold and diver-covered, or when disclosed, their value unknown; •sified creatures whicl swarm the earth how littlebut when sought for by the patient intelligents known of their nature and relations, and howobserver, they are found. As the explorersmuî- imperfectly that little. Of things animate and in-tiply, new mines of increased wealth are broughtiammate, too miute or too remote for the eye or forto light, until the discovery of a gold mine excites glasses, all are inwrapped in impenetrable mys-no more astonishment than the passinr events of tery; and of thiigs visible how imperfeet ourthe day. Let the observers of nature bemultiplied knowledge beyond the declaration of Holy Writfrom a few to thousands or millions, and who cold that God is their Author. That Author-the Inpredict the glorious resuilt. Let the continents and n'te Perfection-how immeasurably beyond ourthe islands, the water and the land, on their surface compreheunsion !and in their depth, be filled with anxious inquirers' T- ithe uliverse in al its aspects, so far as itinto the secrets of nature; let them question her lies withi the range of human inspectin beclosely, and she will reveal ten thousand wonders ie thoroughîly explored, uncertainty wll con-more marvellous than those already known. An tonne to rest upon nanty inftem.»ii departmentsample field for discovery still remains. Tlh si ° î .edge, and many of u most speciousences are as yet far removed from perfection; theones i the sciences anusi.t be considered asthey are but in their infanîcy; many tm h being built upon slendei and unitablef
but just begain their progress; th elenents of Ihecpropensiy fo theoiize withut facts, has ledethers are still uncertain or undise ered. Theto ail the errors and conflicting hypotheses withresearches of ages may be regard to both mind and matter. The observancesymmetry ad beauty. 0f tiis e have an illustra.. of t is too slov a proce s; te foimation of the-lion im the iistory of science. In those ages when ones is more i accordaince with aurinmpatience.only a few solitary ndividuals directed Consequeny theory has bei iared upon the'lention to such pursuits, little or no progress vas and system upon sstemade ii the various departments of science. But mirers and period of applause, till subsequeint dis-when the human mind arose from its slunber and coveries have gvept thlem away as a dreami orburst its fetters, and the number of rational inves- vision oeth ha. ecrstale hees arttigators began to increase, science and art were vhich Ptolemy had enclosed the heavens, areaccelerated in their progress. When the Acade- dashed to pieces ; the vortices of DesCartes havemy of Sciences in Paris, and the Royal S'ciety of long since ceased their whirling; the earth whichLono were established, some of the sciences of T he Damsh astronomr-placed in thele present dlay had no existence in name. Simi- centre of the unverse is now in rapid motionlaite sona expnc in fe p othrough the skies; the abyss of water with whichlhi-stie ooner up in diffèrent parts Ao Burnett filled the centre of the earth, is now con-Christendo i under te name of "l terary Asso- verted into a mass denser than the solid rock; the

ciatiofl5,'ý "1Society of Arts" " ' lMeclianioes' Insui- sbtie ether -%vlih fornieriy accoumîteci for so mnanytutes," &c. These have brought together the suleoter lis formely a ue at s mnscatteret fragments the facts, the elements o phenomena, has become elechcity and heat; tieruh, and consoidated em into t fom f four elements of the ancients hve ultiplied intoarranged sciences, sixty; and lte sparkling diamonds in the.heavenîshave become ponderaus warlds or centres of sys-Nor let it be objected that the great bulk of man- tes. Sudc meil be t c fate oall theories ntind are incapable either from want of time or founded upon fact. They eill perish by terability, of making discoveries. Ail have the same own intrinsie infirnity. The human mdy trrses and bo e saine powers of reasoning; aud the impatient ta caliect facts, leaps at tle conclusiongreal book of lte universe, fram wvhich al] ciscov- by saine bld tleory. The period lias poat yet ai-elics have beeî made, is equally open to ail, from rived when any material portion of t the humai

e psan t t oe te cannot open ur eyes, family devote their attention even partially to sci-roe canna step, or breathe, without beig sur- ence; the great body of mankind still suffer theirrounced wih mysteries more mysterious, and faculties to lie in a state of langour and inactivity,
,luths more profounà', than those, wivhl live -ever and those who are more vigoraus,, are 100 mucb,


