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tions of the heavenly bodies. But these and simi~
lar facts had been observed from the creation
millions of times.  Why not with the same result ?
Water had risea in vacuums: bodies
in the air; apples had fallen from the
the fatal one in Paradise till the fall of the fortu-
nate one which awakened the “ patient thought”
of the Great Philosopher. The facts had been
witnessed, but the causes v
had not been sought after.

How often, indeed,
threshhold of the arcana of nature, the most im-
portant discoveries, or the richest mines of intel-
lectual wealth, wi
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tiply, new mines of incre
to light, until the discovery of a gold mine excites
no more astonishment than the passing events of
the day. Let the observers of nature be multiplied
from a few to thousandsor millions, and who could.
predict the glorious result.  Let the continents and
the islands, the wirter and the land, on their surfacet
and in their depth, be filled with anxjons inquirers'
into the secrets of nature; let them question her
closely, and she will reveal ten thousand wonders
more marvellous than those already known., An
ample field for discovery still remains. The sci-
ences are as yet far removed from perfection 5
they are but in their infancy ;
but just begun their progress; theeelements of
cthers are still uncertain or undiscvered. The
tesearches of ages may be necessary to give them
symunetry and beauty.” Of this we have an illustra.
tion in the history of science, In those ages when
only a few solitary individuals directed their at-
fention to such pursuits, little or no progress was
made in the various departments of seience. But
when the human mind arose from its slumber and
buist its fetters, and the number of rational inves-
ligators began to increase, science and art were
accelerated in their progress. When the Acade-
my of Sciences in Paris, and the Royal Sotiety of

ndon were established, some of the sciences of
the present day had no existence in name. Simi-
lar societies soon sprang up in different parts of
Christendom under the name of “ Literary Asso-
ciations,” ¢ Society of Arts,” ¢ Mechanics® Insti-
lutes,” &e. These have brought together the
scattered fragments, the facts, the elements of
truth, and consolidated them into the form of well
aranged sciences.

Nor let it be objected that the great bulk of man-
Yind are incapable either from want of time or
ability, of making discoveries. Al have the same
fenses and the same powers of reasoning;
great book of the universe, from which all discoy-
eries have been made, is equally open to all, from
the peasant to the king, We cannot o
We cannot step, or breathe, without being s
ounded with mysteries more m ssterious,
truths more profound, than those w
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Let inquirers go forth; let men engaged in the
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