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rence from this difcovery is intereffing and im-

portant. We karn thar the Americans arc fufcep-

tible of improvement.

If civilization be a blefing; if man, by relin-

quifhing the condition of the favage or barbarian,

affumcs a more independent ftation in the range

of human affairs; if in proportion to his advance-

ment to improvement (I fpeak not of a vicious

refinement), he is even fitting himfelf for the en-

joyment of higher comforts, of unmeafured hap-

pinefs elfewhere ; it is furely worthy the attention

of the good and wife to endeavour to extend the

cmpire of civility and knowledge among the nu-

merous nations who are ·fcattered over the coun-

tries of America. Irndividuals have often laboured

in this bufinefs: but it feems to be of fufficient

importance to engage the attention of whole na-

tions ; and it is peculiarly worthy of the notice of

the United-States, who have exhibited the auguft

fpeaacle of a people relinquifhing their depend-

ance, and moving with an unparalleled rapidity to

the atuainment of knowledge, and of arts.

I know not, Sir, whether ever the government

of our country xvill think the civilization of the

Indians a matter of as much importance as I do:

but I muif confefs, that I derive a portion of my

happinefs from fuppofing that they will. Should

I be difappointed, I ihall have no occafion to look


