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lying at either side of it, and from one steep scarped bank
to the other is a distance of a mile or more than a mile.

How, I ask, is this mighty fissure, extending right down
the* country from north to south, to be crossed, and a
~passage gained to the Pacific? I answer that the true
" passage to the Pacific lies far north of the Frazer River, and
that the true passage of the Rocky Mountains lies Jar nortk
of the Téte Jeune Pass.

And now it will be necessary to travel north from this
Téte Jeune Pass, along the range of the Rocky Mountains.

One hundred miles north of the Téte Jeune, on the east,
or Saskatchewan side of the Rocky Mountains, there lies a
beautiful land. Tt is some of the richest prairie land in the.
entire range of the north-west. It has wood and water
in abundance. On its western side the mountains rise
with an ascent so gradual that horses can be ridden to the
summits of the outer range, and into the valley lying
between that range and the Central Mountain. -

To the north of this prairie country, lies the Peace
River; south, the Lesser Slave Lake; east,a land of wood -
-and musky and trackless forest. The Smoking River
flows almost through its centre, rising near Jasper's
House, ang-flowing north and east until it passes into the
Peace River, fifty miles below Dunveyan. From the most
northerlg point of the fertile land of the Saskatchewan, -
to fhe most southerly point of this Smoking River
country, is about 100 or 120 miles. The intervening land
is forest or musky, and partly open. ‘

The average elevation of this prairie above sea level
would be under 2000 feet. Im the mountains lying “twest
and north-west there are two passes; one is the Peace
River, with which we are already acquainted ; the other is
a pass lying some thirty or forty miles south of the Peace
River, knewn at. present only to the Indmns, but well worth
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