French-Gagettes 3 Operations.in Hzdfen's Bay.

of the King's flees, to the Marguis de Caffricsy
T Ainifter asd Sceretary omel:fcr 1pe 1\1’@«
| rimg departmes, .
O Board the Sceptre; in Hadfer's
Strait, September 61b, 1782

YOU have been infurmed of my departure
from Cape Francois the 31l of May, with
the Sceptre of 73 guns, and the Aflree and
Esgageaniz of 36 guns each, commanded by
the Cievalier de Langle, and the Sicur de la
faille, Lieutenacsde Vaiffeas, for the expe-
dition in Hudfon’s Bay. I had efabarked st
St. Domingo 250 men of Armagnac and Au-
xerrois, and 30 artillery men, 2 eight-inch
mortars, 3cQ bombs, and 4 cannon. . This
detachment was under the command of the
Sieur de Roftaing, Major of the regiment of
Armagnac, The Sivur,Je Certain, Captain of
Arditle; v in the fervice of the Coloaies was
¢harged with whartever related to that depart-
ment. The Sieur de Monueron, Capiain in
the royal corps of Engincers wzs o dire& the
operation of the £eges 5 and the Sicar de Man-
fuy, Captain-engiveer of the Colonies was to
takg plans of the coafls and bays which we
were going to farvey. S

Nothing remarkable happened in my navi-
gatidn wntil the 17th of July, when atmid-

- night I made the iffand’ of Refolution. I
had fcarcely procceded 20 leagues up Hed-
fon’s Strait, when obflackes of every kind
multiplied ;. my veflcls remained feveral days
falt in the ice; the feamen went on foor from
one fhip to another ; the-Aitree and Engage-
ante fuffered infinitely, and were fo much
damaged in their bows as to alarm me great-
ly. The Sceptre alfo was very nearly lofing.
Ber rudder.  Every thing. was pew to us in
this navigation, which had made me negle&
taking on board ice anchors, which would
have becn of the greateft fervice to me. At
1ift on the 3oth of July, I had fight of Cape
Walfingham, which-'is the molt wefterly
part of the Straits.., Till then I had no other
goide, than fome points afi ronomically deter-
mined, inferted iv.the Pra@ical Navigator,
and by means of which the Siewr de Manfuy
and myicif have fketched out a chart, which
we correfted in proportion as the fog permit-

ted us to defcry fome rifings of the Jawd, I -

now flattered myfelf the grearet of my.difi-
culties were conquered, and . I .burned with
impatience o arrive fpeedily at Fort Prince
Wales. This was thefirft place which I pro-
pofed to attack ; I bad not an inflant 1o lofe,
the rigour of the feafon obliging all thips to
abandon this fea in the firft days of Septem-
ber ; but my impatience was put to-z new
proof.  On the 3d of Auguft, failing with fe-
curity enough in the Bay of Hudfon, I was
enveloped in a fog, and immediately ferroun-
ded. with large iffands of ice, which fored me
%o make a fignal for my divifion to. bring to.
The fog diffipating two hours after, I faw the
three-thips wedged-in-the-tee,~which-extenda
<4 beyond our- view. I, bad then 3 'well-
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grounded apprebeafion of lofing the feafon fog
operation, and 1' was aimoft determined 1o
fend back my-fhip and afrigate 10 the.wing-
ward itiaads, and o winter in the bay myfels
with the other frigate, and 2 {=all dvaber
of troops under the Sicyr & Roftaing. % .
thould have atzacked aud ezfiroyed the Eng~
1ifh fectlemeats the next feafon, but on, the
sthof Avgeit the bank of ice, in which §
was engaged, opeaed & little, anad 1 deter-
mined to furce through it by a prefs of fail,
whatever rifque my thips might run. I was
happy enough to accomplith it; aund on the
8th of Augutt in the evening, I faw the cow
lours of Fort Prince Wales: 1 -approached
within a league ind a'halt of if, fovnding ajk
the way, and '} anchored my dwvifios in eigh-
teen fathom water, moddy botiom. . In the
mecau time I fent an officer 'to foand 5 he re~
ported that it was fate for our thips to ap
proach very nearthe Fore; and 1 was affured,
that if the enemy thould meditate any refifi=
ance, the Sceptre could eakily réduce them g
all my preparations were wuftartly made foe
the defcent, but the night, was become very.
dark, and the tide contrary. It .was. two. in
the morning before the boats began to mmove.
The defcent was made, without, oppofition,
three quarters of 2 league from the -Fort,
which was boilt witi free-ftone, and appear-
ed in a condition to make a vigorous defence. -
The Sieur de Roftaing advacced with his dew,
tachment within caunon !hot; there halted,
and not fecing on the part of the enemy any..
difpofition for defence, bz feut 1o fummon the:
fort to furrender. They madeno bebiationz
the gatés were.opened ; and the governor and
garnfon* forgendered at difcretion. .. - ;. 2
" There was ‘in_this fort a very great quan=
tity of merchandife.of every kind ; the artil-
lery was in the. beft condition poffible; alb
the magazines were covered with-lead.

Not having an inflapt.to lofe in finithing
my operations in the Bay of Hudfom, I de-
termined to'burn every thing, excepting fome
beaver fKins and other furs, which have beers
thipped on board the Aftree. I have given
to the Savages whatever they thought propes
to carry away, particularly powder and fhor,
thefe people living only by bunting.. N

On the r1th I fer fail for Fort York, the
chief fettlement of the Eoglifh in this Bay ;.
but I underwent here much greater difficulti
than thofe which I had e overcome fince my
entrance into thefe feas. I knew that the
coaft was full of rocky fhoals;. I-had nor
chart ; our prifoners obftinazely . refufed
give methe leaft information: at laft after

* If Monfieur de la Perovfe bad favoursd ss-
with the mumbers of the garrifom, it swexld baves
been a curious detail—Tbhe Storckeepers .ang.
Servants of +he Hudfon's Bay Company, i the.
Sfix different Falarics in 2hat..Bay, areinakl
from 100 8 120 ;men, See Magamine 1786
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