
would be in vain to endeavour to acquire by practice, as
if orators "w re born, not made," as is said of poets.

The art of r ding well is one of those rare accomplish-
ments which ai wish to possess, a few think they have,
while others who see and believe that it is not the unac-
quired gift of genius, labour to obtain it, and it will be
found that excellence in this,as in everything else of value,
is the.result of well-dirëcted effort, and the reward of un-
remitting industry. A thorough knowledge of the princi-
ples of any art will enable a student to achieve perfection
in it, so in elocution he may add new beauties to his own
style of reading and speaking however excellent they may
be naturally. But it is often said " Our greatest orators
were îlot trained." But is this true ? How are we to
know how much and how laborious was the preliminary
training each effort of these great orators cost them, be-
fore their eloquence thrilled through the listening crowds?
As Henry Ward Beecheri says: "If you go to the land
which has been irradiated by parliamentary eloquelice ;
if you go to the people of Great Britain ; if you go to the
great men in ancient times ; if you go to the illustrious
names that every one recalls-Demosthenes and Cicero-
they all represent a life of work. You will not find one
great sculptor, nor one great architect, nor one eminent
man in any department of art, whose greatness, if you
inquire, you will not find to be the fruit of study, and of
the evolution which comes from study." So much for
the importance of Elocution and the advantages of ac-
quiring a proficiency therein.
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