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for the First Time

THE MISSING FINGER

My friend, John Seaton, once stay-
ed with me for a few days. He was
following the legal profession, and
found it necessary to come up to Lon-
don before his chambers were quite
ready, so he accepted my invitation
to put up with me for the time being.

As we sat smoking and chatting be-
fore the fire one evening, I noticed he
wore a ring which I did not remem-
ber having observed the last timu we
met—about twelve months previously.
Knowing one another for a consider-
able time, I could afford tu be in-
quisitive, and after a little I said,
«Pardon my curiosity, Seaton, but 1
den’t think I have seen thau ring - be.
fore.”

“No,” he said, looking up with a
smile, ‘fit came into my posses:
sion in July last, during my holiday
on the Mediterranean,”” Then, pulling
it off his finger, he handed it over to
me, saying, ‘“‘Have a look at it—
rather peculiar, I think you will ad-
mit.” 3
As he said, it was decidedly pecu-
lar. The band, & remarkable
piece of chasing, Wwes square edged,
and, as far as I could see by the ar-
tificial = light, the gold of which it
was formed was very pale in color. At
equal distances “round it were six
small pyramid-like projections, the
apex of each being a small stone, The
front of the ring was a banner shapeil
design, in which was set a Gat ruby-
like stome, engraved for aseal. (O
closer examination I found the die to
be that of a small scimitar «* Eact

knife.

“T came by it in a rather curiou:
manmer,” said Seaton, af*er I bad
been studying it for some time. by
you think you will nat feel bored. 1
will relate the circumstinses,”

I assurcd him it would be quite the
reverse, and requested him to procee:d.
I threw on a piece of ooal, as v
room was beginning to feel cr My,
and, with a fervent hope that T weuld
not be called out during the remain
der of the evening, I prepar_a’!d to lis-
ten.

“Ag I told you,” he commenced, ]
went to the Mediterranean for my
holidays this year. One afternoon, un
the return voyage, I strolled into the
smoke room, which was remarkably
empty for the time of ike day. Un
entering, T noticed a young fellow
sitting on one of the ¢« u Mer  pulling
moodily at a Havans. and eing 0
inviting chair not far irom him 1 sat
down. I had not icen seutad long un-
til he passe«d sov o cominen place’ re-
mark, and 3050 we W2 A cvavern
tion togeth:r. He 100k e by sus* sv,
however, whea after we had Leen
talking about half an hour cu vinou-
topics, political aad otherwise, he
suddenly broke off at a tangent und
enquired if T wovld buy his ring, at e
same time e ing his hand, on the
third finger of which was the ring
you have just been looking at. He in-
formed me that alth.ugn the fact of
his undertaking n trip like the prescnt
might indicate that he had plenty  of
money, such was no- he cuse. While
in London he hai tuken more wise
than was good fur m, us well as
getting  into debu pany quariers,
so in order to s if it might he the
means of “reaking him off some ¢l

Jle haists, o wenlthy
uncle had pa:ted 1im off cn the voy-
age. He had borrowed five pocnds
from one of the passenyers, who, after

e deal of pativace, he ndmitted, now
threatened to show Lim up to all on
board, unles the money was repaid by
swelve o’clock the ioilcwing day. As
you can understand, I was not a lit-
tle surprised at the story, and matur-
ally did not feel inclined to purchase
the ring under the circumstances. In-
stead, seeing that the fellow was much
worried, I offired to udvance him
five pounds, retucanble us soon ns he
found it convesieat to doso.. Even
with his many weaknewsés he haod a
fair sense of honor left, because he at
once declined my offer, inl‘orm{ng e
that unless I took the ring he would
be, reluctantly he confessed, compeiled
to refuse the money. [ eventually cf-
fected 8 compromwse by taking the
ring in exchange for the five pounds,
on the understanliig that as scon ws
he was < able to d> su be wowd huy
the ring back from s The matter
was congluded, and we exchangea ad
dresses, I -saw the Iasy f him at Na-
ples, whérei/he went ashore to stuy
for a shorttipe with the uncle whe
had paid - the expenses of the rip, .
and from whom, he ivformed me, he
hoped to get the money to re purcr.ase
the ring as promiserl.

“Shortly after  we lefr thui port 1
was aware of a new arrival on board.
The reason I noticed th's indivicual
was owing to Lis unusual b
an inch less thua siv feet three, 1
should say, and a peculiar habit he
bod of snappiog bis fiugers os ke

stftiled about "“the deck. By his fen-
tures, crisp black hair and beard, and
certain characteristic manners, I judg-
ed h'm to be of Spanish blood. 1
made his aoqueintence also in the
smoke room. We got into conversation
and 1 found him a most interesting
person. He showed an intimate know-
Ldge of many of my particular pur-
suits and interests, and in a short
time we were on very frisndly terms.
As he was about to commence a fresh
cigar, and I happened to be re-light-
ing my modest meerschaum, I extend-
ed;him the light. He took one pull ut
hig cigar and then sfopped short, and
the match burned out. T was wearing
the ring, having slipped it on along
with my own plain signet, believing it
to be safer there than anywhere else |
might put it, and it was this which
had caused my companion to inter-
rupt the lighting of his cigar so sud-
denly. He stared at the ring for a
moment or two with marked surprise,
then with profuse apologies for his
inguisitiveness remarked that it was
a peculiar piece of jewellery, and en-
quired if I had come across it in
London or abroad. Of course, under
the oircumstances in which it had
come into my possession, I did not
feel inclined to emlighten him, and be-
yond mentioning that I had purchased
it from a gentleman by private treaty
gave lim no imformation. He then lit
his cigar, and although he made an
effort to continue the subject of con
versation previous to the interruption
I saw his interest was gone and we
gradually relapsed into. silence. After
a short time he again reverted to the
ring, and, informing me that he had
taken a particular liking for it, asked
if I could be prevailed upon to part
with it for a reasonable amount. 1
politely but firmly declined, snd 1
think my manner indicated that 1
preferrcd the matter to drop. A frown
of disappointment crossed his fuce,
but was gone in a moment. and he
merely said with a smile, “AL, wll,
Senor, I hope you may not regret
your refusal,” and then juickly vurn-
ed the conversation. I had intended to
complete the voyage to London, but
on arrival at Marseilles I found o let-
ter awaiting me mecessitating my
presence at home sooner than 1 cx-
pected, so I left the steamér at that
port and journeyed overland. I did
not | see my Spanish friend when 1
went ashore, and presume he went
round  to London, as most of the
passengers did. The remark made by
him in the steamer smoke room caus-
ed ‘me some little th ugzht at first,
but I have come to the conclusion
that it was meaningless, ond was
merely the outlet for his disappoint-
ment at my refusal to part with ring,
for which he had evidintly taken a
marked fency. I have since discovered
that the address given to me by the
person from whom I got the ring isu
fictitious ome, and 8o I snppose the
ring is now my property, and  will
doubtless remain so. as the perty hus
not come to claim it.”

Seaton left my pluace a few days lat-
er, on learning that his chambers
were ready for occupation. and we
saw nothing of ench other for about
a month.

Late ome 'night, however, I 1eceived,
by special messenger, & note from
him—at least not from him, but writ
ten at his diire:tion reguesting me 1o
come across. [ at once hed a hansem
called and drove over as quickly as
possible. On arrival a surprise await-
od me. Seaton reclired on a couéh,
and his clothes and shirt iront were
bespattered with blood. As 1 entered
the room he heid up a handaged
hand, and I saw that the third finger
was - missing and with it the curious
ring! Then before 1 had recovered
from this surprise, he pointed to the
table near, wand on lookingz I saw
thereon a small bloodstained knife ex.
actly similar in design to the minia-
ture shown in the seal on the ring.
One thing I looked for was missing,
namely, the severed digit. Thanks 10 a
slight knowledge of ambuiance work,
Seaton’s# man had bcer able to stop
the bleeding, although as it was my
friend had lost a consid tably quan-
tity -of blood, and was naturally feel-
ing very weak as a result. On exam
ining the stump, I found thke amputa-
tion to have been made with a  cer-
tain amount of surgical sk 1l, and the
bone Had evidently been savered by the
recognized instrument, although the
small knife on the table had been us-
ed for making the incision. With tke
aid of his man, I had Seatou convey-
ed to bed, after having properly fixed
up the wounded hand. There he ex-
plained that a stranger had called on
him during the day, informing him
that bhe had a most important »ase to
discuss, and requesting as a special
favor that Seatom should stciive him
privately aiter business hours, whea

WEEELY MONITOR, WHDNWSDAY MARCH 21, 1906

they might go into the matter to-
géther. Seaton, with his usual court-
esy, asked him to call at his chamfuers
in the evening, and in dué course the
client appeared. Seaton rang for re-
freshments, and they sat down to-
gether. Tfe does not clearly remember
the circumstances of the case on which
his advice was wanred. but had a
faint recollection of listening to sume-
thing about an erroneous or duplicate
will regarding an cstate in Herts, the
whole of which story, however, can
have been nothing more than an elab-
orate excuse for gaining admission to
his private apartments. Once or twice
during the conversation he had occa-
sion to rise for a yolume from his
bookease, and believes that while his
back was turped the stranger must
have taken the opportunity of drug-
ging his glass. At any rate, he re-
membered mothing more until he
awoke to find Thomas, his man,
standing over him, the stranger gone,
and also one of his fingers.

Thomas’s story afforded a little
more information on the subject, He
stated that a short time after his
master and the stranger had been
oloseted . together, a second person
caled, and, saying that it was not
necessary to announce him as he was
expected by Mr. Seaton, went upstairs.
About a quarter of ahour later  the
two visitors came down together, and
were shown out by Thomas, one of
them placing five shillmgs in his hard
as they went. He thought it rather
unusual  that his master had not
come down with the pair, and on go-
ing upstairs a short time after he
found him lying unconscious and one
of his fingers severed.

From a description given hy the
servant there is mot the slightest
'dullbl that the second arrival that
night was none other than the Span-
jard Seaton had met on board the
steamer,

One point which has caused us a
good deal of conjecture was  the
party from whom Seaton obtained the
fateful ring in any way conmected
with the Spaniard, either by rivalry
or otherwise—but we have never got
beyond conjecture, and 1 do mnot sup-
pose we ever shall. Poor Seaton often
Jooks at the stump of his finger and
shakes his head. He cannot mow bear
the sight of a ring, and never wears
one. )

Gossip is mnot one of the lost arts, |
but has been preserved and even culti- ‘
vated by being handed down from |

mother to daughter.

We are thankful there are only a |

very few villages in Provine
where this gift of tongues has hccome
a fine art.

I have such a vill in mind, s I

l
|

But the society I mean is W-mau’s
Crazy Tattlers Union. The qualifica-
tions to become an Al, member is &
glib tongue and no respezv for the
feelings of their fellows, The tongue
will wag—sometimes innocontly, but
more times with ~malice, spite and
vemon. To enter this society (h® initi-
ation ceremony is very simple, but
far-reaching, and oconsists of a plain
oath or affirmation—administered on
any book. Some well-worn novel pre-
ferred.

“Do you promise and swear. to en-
ter all your neighbors’ houses- as true
friends—gather all the family secrets
you can® and all scraps of news nnd
small talk, add to same all you ccn-
scientiously .can; dom’t scruple or hesi-
tate to change a word to make it
stronger—then guickly repeat same to
any or all of the members of the so-
ciety?”’ 1 do.

In order that you may know a sis-
ter of this' degree—they generally
wear a long apron tied arunnd’ thé
waist, the end thrown caralesslv over
the left shoulder, and urins akimbo.
The meetings take place anywhere—in
the back yard, over the gurd:n gale,
or wherever there is no cover to con
ceal a spy or eavesdropper.

The subjects discussed are many.
chiefly the shortcomings of those who
do not mix with them. And woe <o
that woman who will not mix. “She
is proud. She thinks herself above
us. Who is she anywsy? ‘Aunt Hettie’
knew her family long before they came
here. Why I heard, I"don’t know how
true it is, that her great grandfather
was once arrested for stealing. So
she meedn’t stick herself above her
betters.” The new minister has to
take his dose of = scandal to cripple
him in his labor of love.  The new
| lady teacher comes under the dis-
pleasure of this society, if she tries to
assist in any good work. ‘“She is too
fresh, too officious and meddlesome.”
if she treats the young men with com-
mon civility, “Oh, she is after the
beaux,” and some okl gossip will rise
up on her hind legs and declaim and
defame, and say. “I never was like
that, in fact Iwould never have mar-
1ricd if my John hadn’t sworn L.'d
| take poison, and Ijust had to wnar-
| ry him to get rid of him.” Then up
jumps another, “Well, T am thankful
| my daughter is not like the teacher--

s 1 PR
[do you kmow she hasmo inclination

| forthe men, she would rather settle
down and read a good book such es
“Harry Tracy,”s ““Jesse James,” or
The Highwayman.” Somethingz to
improve her mind for Sunday school.
“SKIPPLING."”
e e,

Gift to Acadia College

The many warm friends of Acadia
| College were much pleased by the an-

write, where a society was formed [ nouncement made by President Trotter

with name, the initials of which were
w. C. U. Let m wplain, not the
Women’s Christian nperanee Union,
that noble body of Christian womes
who have done so much to amcliorate
the sufferings of their si

have sunk almost to the

despair by the demon intemperan

"SHYED JAY LIFE

—That's what a prominent
druggist said of Scott’s

| this week. For some months past Dr.
]Trnttvr has been quietly seeking to
secure greater facilities for meeting
mbdern edncational demands, and on
| Monday morning at the chapel ser-
vice, to the surprise and delight of
faculty and students, he announced
that on Friday last he had received
| from Andrew Carnegie, of New York,
i the written promise of a gift of £30,-
‘;0()0 for a new Science Building. Mr
| Carnegie’s offer is not conditioned
upon the raising of any mew fund
| from other sources. His omly stipula-
| tion is that the $100,000 contributed

Emulsion a short time | by the people of the Second Forwand

ago. As a rule we don't | Me¥

use or refer to testimonials
in addressing the public,
but the above remark and

ement is on hand in the form of
J “cash or realizable securities.”” Mr.
Carnegie will then make good his
!prnmise.'fhis will not be long delayed
| for the Board has in hand forty-four
thousand dollars of the amount in

similar expressions are|cash and the entire balance in writ-
made so often in connec- |t pledges perfectly good, all of

tion with Scott’s Emulsion
that they are worthy of
occasional note. From

%whixh will be redeemed by Jan. lst,
‘ 1908.—The Acadian.

FOR SALE

infancy to old age Scott's| 15 8. C. Black Minorca Cockerels,

Emulsion offers a reliable
means of remedying im-

ithoroughbred, also 50 pullets. Prices

right, satisfaction guaranteed,

JAMES 8. KEATING,
Rockingham.

proper and weak develop- | Halifax. N. 8.

ment, restoring lost flesh
and vitality, and repairing
waste. The action of
Scott's Emulsion is no
more of a secret than the
composition of the Emul-
sion itself. What it does
it does through nourish-
ment—the kind of nourish-
ment that cannot be ob-
tained in ordinary food.
No system is too weak or
delicate to retain Scott's
Emulsion and gather good
from it.

We will send you a

sample free.

Be sure that this picture in the
form of a label is on the wrappe!
:f every bottle of Emulsion you

uy.

SCOTT & BOWNE
Chemists
Toronto, Ont.
50c. and $1; all druggists.

1 -

The Cazleton House
| e e

HALIFAX, N. 8.

l TERMS, $1.50 A DAY. SPECIALIRATES
. BY THE WEEK.

Central, conven'ent, pleasant. To resch

| from railway station take our jage direct or

| take ~ar at station stajrway tw St Pauls
church, then one et}um to right.
&&r No liquors sold.

F.W. BOWES. Proprietor.

M*WM

The Grand Central
HOTEL

wm. P. COADE, Proprietor

RATES: $150 per day.
Free Buss to and from trains.
We set the best table in the
valley.” Promptattention given
to teams. Ntable room for all.

!

AVegetable Preparation for As-
simifating theFood andRegula-
ting the Stomachs and Bowels of

Promotes Digestion,Cheerful-
ness and Rest.Contains neither
m,Morphine nor Mineral.

OT NARCOTIC.

Vrm Sced -

Aperfect Remedy for Conslipa-
tion, Sour Stomach, Diarrhoea,
Worms Convulsions Feverish-
ness and LOSS OF SLEEP.

Fac Simile Si.gnahu'e of
T NEW YORK.

At m u,n,l‘hsv old

i PR

For Infants and Children.

IThe Kind You Have

Always Bought

Bears the
Signature

In

Use

For Cver
Thirty Years

: }])‘Dosrs' -35CeNtS E j,~
9 JE}'J

Remarkable Progress!

That there is no better Company with which to place your

Life Insurance than

The Manufacturers Life

is clearly shown by the following

eomparison =

DEC. 31, 1894. DEC. 31, 1904.

Insurance in Foree
Policies issued during the year

Asset
Income .
SURPLUS to Poli

$37,666.468
7,107,148

177,630

The ten years during which these increases have taken plac
cover the perivd of the present management ol the Comipa
Certainly such magnificent success guarantees

POSITIVE PROTECTION TO POLICY HOLDERS.
——————————————————————————————

1. A0 A Tt 1SS0

E. R. MACHUM, Co. Ltd

Apply for Rates to

Good Terms

Managers, 0. P Go UCH E R.

Maritime Provinces.

=15t Johm, N 8., and
ifa N.&.

—t0—

General Agent,
MIDDLETON, - Nova Scotia %<& Good Agents

———————— A
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Cadies’ Kid Boots
Below Faciory Prices

We came across them
when we were stock-
taking and as they are
a little out of style
decided to close them

out.

| Dongola Kids, formerly $2.15 ard

$2.2) a pair, selling now at
$1.65.

Another line formerly $1.80 a pai
now $1.2, and still another
which sold at $1.6 for $11. "

JOSEPH 1. FOSTER,

RSN ST T S P teebes®
oo eqregaelreseleslostaalealesienienionte:

Sewing Machine Caik

Almnst everybody kvows that the
SINGER is 'he best machine on the
market. but perhaps not 8o many people
are aware, that it can be bought for
Jess money than any other high grade
machire.  If you are in need of a
machine. let me know, and 1 will con-
virece you that what I say. is true.
SEWING MACHINEK
CLKANED and REPAIRBD

NEEDLES FOR ALL MAKES
OF MACHINES

Best of Sewing Machine Oil alwaysonhan

C. B. TUPPER. - Agent
GRANVILLE ST., WEST meumowx.l

{ :
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CAN USE

PAINT

In brightening your house,
just as well as a professional
painter. There is no trick
about it if you get the right
PRk s e w e

THE SHERWIN-WiLLIAMS CO.

Make paint suited te €very
purpose, and we can tell you
what special paintis best suit-
ed to your purpose. There
is the cupboard, or shelves
that you have wanted to
paint.. FRAMILY PAINT
gives a tough, lasting surface.
It gives an oil finish that
can be'washed. . . . .
There are twenty-one colors,
all good. The colors are on
the can so that you can easily
select the desired shade.

SOLD BY

Karl Freeman

| Just Received

Rat_TrAPS and Ox KNosgs.
:s and GLass CUTTERS.
p SHELLS and B. B Caprs,
Purry KN and BAG NEEDLES
K~1ves and Forks, and MiLL FiLE
TuRrRPENTINE and CrosscuT SAwWS

For sale right.

K. Shipley.

¥
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