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HE B. C. Hardware Co. will be found carrying
on their business at the stand formerly occu-
pied by The Nicholles & Renouf Co., Ltd., .
cor. Broad and Yates Streets, having placed in an en-
firely new stock in premises thoroughly renovated,

and have added to the lines formerly found at this

stand. v
We respectfully solicit your patronage.

3.C. HARDWARE CO.

E. E. Greenshaw = . W. J. Griffin
Phone 82

P. O. Box 683
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KEILLER’S
Strawberry and Rasp-
berry, per 2-pound tins,

All other sorts; in glass -
All other sorts, per2-1b. [l jars....c...oeouesmsuesess--25€ .

B e opi s ok sae s PO 7O ¢ T . 5 B
CrowN BRAND Jamss.per B5-1bapailS. s v cbe b 2.2 75C
DIADEM BRAND Jams, per 5=Ib. pailS.....seessecsenss 65C ¢

DIXI H. ROSS & CO. .

Cash Grocers. 111 Government Street.
S SPECIALTY :
Guava Jelly, -per jar - = - s . &

CROSSE & BLACKWELL’S
~In glass jars, Strawberry, |
Raspberry and Cherry, *

R U ol 5‘5 U = 15 P
Save All Your Crea

; U.8. Cream Separator is biggest money maker—gets
more Cream thanany other: Holds WORLD'S RECORD
for clean skimming, Cream represents cash—you waste

cream every day if you are not using a

. U.S. Cream Separator.
Has only 2 parts ln.glde‘bowl—-elsily and quickly washed,
Low supply tank ¥ to pour milk in‘to-*lsee ;:iddm

1 i rts enclosed, keeping out dirt
teclﬂ::r th: %p?utote.n Many etheg exclusive .dmu;m:
Call and see 8 U.

For sale by

The Hickman, Tye ﬂardWar Co, Ld.

Victoria, B. C., Agents
32.34 Yates Street

Victoria’s Quality Store

QUAKER TEAS and COFFEE

QUAKER TEA, 3 1b. tins.. & cenee vamesess$1.50
QUAKER TEA, 1 Ib, packets. ... L T ey s DO
QUAKER TEA, % 1b. packets 25¢
QUAKER 'COEFEE, 2 1b. tins, roasted.... «ac... Sodsn=100
QUAKER COFFEE, 1 1b. tins, roasted...... «:..-» o4 508
QUAKER COFFEE, 1 lb. tins, ground.... e N
QUAKER COFFEE, 2 Ib, tins, ground.....e cene sasasse 50¢

FELL & CO., LTD.

Telephone 94 49 Fort Street
PHONE ORDERS PROMPTLY ATTENDED TO.
......“.........................» ‘

azelton and,Bﬁlkl"ey Valley

Prospectors and intending sottlors can be fully.
equipped at R. 8. Sargent’s General Store at Hazel-
ton. All prospectors’ groceries packed ~ in  cotton
sacks. Small pack train in connection with business.

#

~—Drop me a Line — 3

R.S. Sargent, - Hazelton, B.C.
Fourteen years in Busine;u at Hazelton :

BOY TRAIN WRECKER a narrow escape.

St g

John, N. B., April 16.—A deliber-
ittempt at train wrecking is-re-
~d from Sussex, on the Intercol-

ed over one of the rails.
time the train
running throu
that prevented a de

a ‘Seld.

An iron ring an
inch in thickness was: securely clamp-
About the
assed a boy was seen
; One thing
ilment was the

way, when the Canadian Pa-|fact that the track ‘was straight at

lifax express, westbound, had ' that point

|stated that he thought

ENPLOVERS TEL
"~ THER TROUBLES

Comptain That White Lébo:r,érs'
Are Too Independent to
‘be Useful ;

S0ARD F TRADE_ LABOR RQUIRY

Interesting Sidelights on Various In-
dustries—Farmers Lament Short-
age of Japanese and Chinese

‘That there is a shortage of labor in
this province and that the farmers at
least would be pleased to see the
the prohibitive head  tax taken off
Chinamen and their immigration, un-
der certain restrictions, again pérmit-
ted, seemed to be the trend of the
evidence at the ‘enquiry conducted yBsV
terday by the special committee = of
the board ‘of trade into the condition
of labor in" this'province.

as follows: H. F. Bullen (in the
chair), J. W. Amberry, T. W. Pater-
son, W. J. Pendray and Anton Hen-
derson.

Nothing was done towards summing
up the evidence Tuesday and conse-
quently - no ‘conclusions were “drawn
from the statements of the witnesses. |
It was however .easy to asee the di-
rection which the evidence was tak-
ing. The majority of the witnesses,
it 'is true, were cautious and refused
to méake any definite statements as to
what course they would recommend
to overcome the shortage. One or
two of those interested in farming
had the courage of. their convictions
and stated that in their opinion - the
only ecourse which would- bring pros-
perity to the farmers of the island
and to the province as a whole would
be the removal of the head tax.

Other interesting side lights were
also cast on the labor pfoblem. The
relation of the unions to the shortage
was @iscussed, and it is probable that
the report of the committee will con-
tain some references in this regard.
It was contended that the regulations
of the trades and labor unions do not
allow of a sufficient number of ap-
prentices being trained to keep the
ranks. .of- the  skilled laborers, and
especially of the machinists, up to the
mark. b
. The inability of the 1ocal, machine'
shops and mills to keep up with all
the: orders which cameé to them, and:
the conditions governing the compe-
tition- with the cities of the Sound,
especially as regards  the machine
shops, were discussed.: Considerable
time was spent over the relative ‘cost]
of raw material and labor' paid by the
machine shops of the Seattle and those
of this city. . | sk

From the evidence of heads of local
machine shops, the committee was
given to understand that if they in-
creased the wages of their:men they

{could not hope-to-successfully combat
{the competition emanating from the ]’

cities to -the. south..of the-line. In!
view of the fact that it was admit-
ted that raw material cost very much
the same on both sides of the line, and
that higher wages were paid in Seattle
than is the case here, the board could
not see just why the local men could
not raise the wages of their employ-
ees until they were equal to those paid
in the shops of Seattle and still hold.
their business. The only satisfac-’
tory answeér appeared to be that in:
Seattle the laboring men are forced
to work harder than they do here.
number  of witnesses were heard
yesterday, the speakers for- the most’

.| part being interested either in farm-

ing or machine shops. = Only ene not
in this category ‘was heard, &nd he
was H. E. Levy,; of this city, who gave
the board some information on | the
wages paid to cooks, Chinese and
white, 'and to waiters,

Mr. Watters was present represent-
ing the interests of the Labor party.
Mr. Watters was called upon to give
-evidence, but refused, stating that' he
had not come prepared to do so. He
it would be
only fair for the board to allow him
to question the witnesses and' to bring
out the laboring mens side of the
case.  This, however, the board re-
fused to "do, saying that if it was 'al-
lowed the enquiry might stretch out
interminably.

The " investigation will probably be
wound up this morning, when more
witnesses, among ;them the represen-
tatives of .the labor. organizations of
this city, will be heard.

Servants and Cooks Scarce

H, E. Levy, restaurant keeper, was
the first witness called. 'Mr. Levy
boldly stated that so far as he could
see .the only remedy to the present
congested state of the labor market
so far as domestic seryants and cooks
were concerned, would be to admit
Chinamen into the province with the
stipulation that they take part in
these pursuits alone. He stated that
the shortage of general servants was
falling heavily upon hotelkeepers, as
well as upon private persons, and he
also deploréd the shortage of, cooks.
The Chinese ecooks, said he, were al-
most the only ones that ceuld be pro-
cured in the province at the present
time. It was possible to secure them,
but not at anything like the wage
which had been current some years
ago. The Chinese cooks, seeing that
they were much in demand, were be-
eoming * very “independent and could
not “be depended upon as had been
the case before the head tax was im-
posed. He also stated that under the
regulations of the newly formed wait-
ers’ union there would be difficulty
in securing men to work the odd shift.

No Good Workers ldle

A. J. Bechtel, manager of the Vic-
toria Machinery depot, was the mext
to give evidence. He claimed that
there was a.shortage both so far as
skilled and unskilled labor -was con-
cerned. In particular he spoke of

penters and = caulkers. “Especially
during the past year,” said Mr.
Betchel, “labor of all classes has been
hard to get hold of. I have found it
difficult to get men to work at both
skilled and -unskilled. labor, and_yet
I must admit that there are men who
are still looking ~for employment.
These, however, are not good workers.
They are the kind of men who don't
want to work, or who have heard too
much of what-is going on on the other
side of the line—higher wages and all
that sort of business. _So far as this
higher wages cry is cdhcerned, I may
say that we have only had one man
leave us for higher' wages in .years.”
419 there. 8  continuity of  work
throughout the year ” enquired DMr.
Amberry. &
“Yes,” was the reply. “We do not

‘owing to lack of labor.

The enquiry committee is composed |

the lack of boiler makers, ship car-

suffer any slack segson during  any
part of the year.” 23
Mr..Builen—iIn what classes of lapor

i . from; shortage? .
ygulkers, 'ship carpen-

akefs ‘and unskilled la-

s'ﬁts 1s gvhat we want Inf’

particular. = We have & vessel on the
ways now on which work is held up
. We can’t get
men to attend to her.

Mr... Bullen——Why
them? Lo g

Mr. Bechtel-——Well, they don’t appear
to be' in the country. &

Mr. ' Amberry-—How do . the wages
paid in the shops in this city compare
with those paid in Seattle?

" Mr. Bechtel—They are about the
same, so far as I.am aware, . . ¥

Mr. Amberry—How - do ‘the ' hours
compare? . "

Mr. Bechtel—Well, I have been told
that they get an eight hour day in
Seattle, although in ‘regard to that 3
tan’t speak authoritatively. <In Van-
couver the hours are just the same as
they are here. e

Mr. Amberry—Wwell, if the hours are
the same here as in Seattle and the
wages edual how is it that:they can
get labor over there and we can't het

can’'t. you @get

-it here? Sos

Mr. Bechtel—The - alien labor laws
interfere with us if we attempt to get
ﬁxen over from the other side of the

ne.
without coming under their clauses, .

Mr, Ambefry—That ds, the federal,
not the provincial laws, you mean? |

Suffers Loss of Trade

Asked whether or not he was suffer-
ing any loss of trade on account off
the ‘shortage of labor, Mr. Betehel
answered in the most emphatic man-
ner that he was, gy

“Why,! ‘said he, ‘we '#re loosing
‘business at theirate of several thou='
sand dollars & monkh. - In'five months
alone I calculate that’we have let slip
$40,000 worth of trade, all of which.|
could have been ngtai?'edhad we been
able to seécure a-gufficient number of
men.u & . .: & o 38

“Where does ‘allthat ° trade go?’
asked Mr. Amberry.

“To the American side, mostly,” was]
the reply. . “Sem of its goes to Van=
couver, but:the t=majority of it
passes on to the.shops of Seattle and
the Sound cities.” Sl

Asked as to who were his compet-
itors on the other side of the line, Mr.
Bechtel named Meorany Bros., Jenkins,
and two or, three other firms, all of
which he sald were' very keen after
his business. i :

“And ‘do the American ‘shops have
the same difficulty in getting men that
you experience over here?’ asked Mr.
Hendersom 5 .

Mr. Betchel—Well, I don’t know:for
sure, but'I don’t think so. I haven't
been over # Seattle lately, but when
I was there last, they appeared to have
lots of men in. the shops. The thing
is that men flock in there rather more:
rapidly than-they do in here. People,
are moving into Seattle all the time,
while the same thing is hardly the case
here. Victoria is @ rather out of the,
wl?y sort of a spot, you know, after
all. / A

Mr. Bullen—Do. your boiler makers
work under -the'same ‘conditions as
those at Moran’s ship. yards, in Se-
attle? R s

Mr, Betchel«—Yes, 8o far #s I know.:

Mr. Bullen—bid you’ ever ‘have any

leave you ‘to go to”Moran 8?
. Mr. Betchel-—Yes, one. ¥ think; some
time ago. - That, however, was an ex-
ceptional case, fuis TEHG,
e "Remedy - SUggested "/
“And how -would you .suggest rem-
edying this shortage of labor?” Mr.
Betchel was asked. 7. 7 B

“Let’s. get more meh into: the coun-
try,” he replied forcefully, “thén those

who are here won't be so independent. |

That's: my strong ‘yiew of the case.
I've always found that whenever there
is. a - shortage of labor the workmen
will manage to get up trouble of some
sort. . They know that their employ~
ers want to  retain them and they
don’t mind what they do.”* « [ o e

Mr. Bullen—And awhere would you
get more men? LS

Mr. Betchel——From Canada, by all
means. Whatever::we - do, we don’t
want to go to the American side of
the line. There- are- too many sea
lawyers among the men  who come
from ‘there. Besides, - there are lots
of ‘men to be had in Canada. 4

Mr.. Pendray made some enquiries
as to the standing of the local ma-
chine shops in connection with those
of eastern Canada.

. “Suppose,” said he, ‘“a manufacturer
in this city wished to have a new boil-
er installed, couldn’t he save by hav-
ing it built in the east and sent out
here?” bR ¢

- Mr. Bechtel—Oh, surely. 1 know
several instances where such has been
the case. A boiler can be manufac-
tured in the east and laid down in this
city for a less price " than it can be
manufactured here. And the reason
of that is that labor is much higher
here than it is in the east. Some
might claim that it was the differ-
ence in the cost of raw material, but
I don’t think so.  The cost.6f raw
material here and in the east is just
about the same. It is the wage rate
that takes the difference,

Asked whether he could not, if He
paid  high enough wages, get all the
men. he wanted, Mr. Bechtel stated
that such was undoubtedly the case.

“If 1 advertised and paid a high
enough wage, I could without doubt
get mll the men I wanted. In that
case, however, I should have to charge
for my products at a rate that would
ensure their cost not selling with the
present competition—and  that if
course would hardly be business.”

Fruit Growers’ Case

‘H. Puckle the representative of the
Victoria' Fruit Growers asfociation
gave it to be clearly understood that
he looked upon -assisted immigration
as the solution of the problem. “The
main trouble” said he, “is that the
country has gone ahead "too  fast.
Fruit farming has developed = and
grown until it is now an important in-
dustry, and now it is threatened with
destruction owing to the fact that the
farmers cannot get the labor necessary
to agsist them in their work. They
cannot get anyone to pick the fruit.
If they continue to pay the present
wages they will merely loose money.”

Mr. Puckle said that at the present

 You cannot gosslbly have
a better Cocoa than

PPS'S

. A delicions driok and a sustaining
food. Fragrant, mutritions and
economical. This excellent Cocoa
maintains the system in robust
health, and ‘enables it to resist

winter's extreme. cold,

COCO,

Sold by Grocers and Storekeepers

have to lay off our men, nor do we

in 1-1b. and #-1b Tias.

‘We can hardly  do anything hard

{have willingly agréed to come out andi

.- {men you must remember are all living
{from hand. fo mouth and. for. them. to
1save. £17 is- a seriousi maatter.”

s ¥ e,

e ———
time, fruit farmers were ‘paying’ $50/
4 month’ for the lgbor of a man and
his wife. This - included the use of ai
ens and all the other appurtenances of
a small farm, o e
“When the head
said  he,

nothing. - The fruit. growers would be
willing to pay the fare of & good hard
working Englishman to this-country,
on the understanding that smail
monthly deductions should  be made
from ~his wagés until the whole 'debt
was paid off, and this may be done in
some cages, Still, it is hardly possible
that all the labor needed should be
supplied in this way. ! For fifteen years
the fruit growers employed Chinamen.
Then the feeling against them got S0
strong, that they abandoned them, and
tried to get-white meén to do the work.
Since that time matters have  gone
from bad to worse. The white men
have held us up on every possible oc-
casion. We first.gave them $20, and
then they held us np for $30. When
we gave them $30 they struck for $40
and now that they have got that I sup-
pose that they will demand $50.  In
reality the most that the fruit grow-
ors can afferd to pay to their pickets
and. continue  to make any profit is
$25 & month with all found. .The pres-
ent state of affairs bears . particularly
d on the farmers who own land
that is hard , to clear. Perhaps the
farmers in such places as the .Delta,
where . the .land does not require to be
cleared might stand the present rate
of wages and still be able to make
some profit, but here where the cost
of clearing land is high $25.is the most
that can be paid.”

“Do you pay $40 and $50 the year
round, or just in.the summer time?”
asked Mr. Amberry. .

“We would pay it the year round if
the men would stay with us. Usually,
however, they will not. They getrest-
less about the summer time just when
we are beginning to gét busy and need
their services and then off they go. The
result of all this is that no land is
being cleared now,—in fact the reverse
is the case. Land that has peen cleared
is being allowed to go to waste again
for lack of men to keep it in trim.
When we had Chinese laborers we
cleared land in this meighborhood -at
the rate of 100-acres & year, now we
are closing down and ceasing to culti-
vate from 26 to 50 acres a year. It is
impossible to clear land by white labor
To do so costs about  $250 an acre,
while with- Chinamen it was possible
to do it for $90. Besides white men
will not work at such monotonous and
hard employment."”

Mr. Amberry—Can you offer
suggestions as to a remedy?

Mr. Puckle—There is no doubt at all
in my mind but that the only remedy
lies in assisted immigration. A friend
of mine was in thé old country recent-
1y and while there he was besieged by
young men and boys at the rate of ten
or twelve a day, all asking to be told
of some way  in which they might
mandge to get out to' Canada. They
could not save the necessary £17 from
théir wages but would one: and all

3!
any

work for £2 a month until they had
paid off any passage money advanced
to them.” = -~ gy
“Would the provincial alien labor
laws’ prevent their being brought in
this manner?” asked Mr. Amberry.
“No, I don’t think it would was the
reply, “It is the prohibitive railway
rates that prevents their coming. These

“To- how many persons do you
reckon that: you 'could give employ-
ment?”. asked Mr. Henderson.

“Well, I calculate: that we need at
least seven to -an acre during the sea-
on,”” was the response. = “Altogether

e could «de: with at least one thou-
sand. To these we could give steady
employment for six months of the year,
while seéveral hundred: of . them we
could employ the ‘whole year round.
At present we are using Chinamen
and Indians to do the picking. But
they are growing scarcer all the time,
and what we are to do for pick-ups
this year, I am sure I cannot imagine.
What we want is:families,—man;,. wife
and ten children,—we could give good
employment to them all. During the
summer. we shall look largely to boys
and girls from the ecity to help us .in
picking the fruit, but I am: sorry to
say. that they as a rule are not very
satisfactory. What we want is sensi-
ble boys and girls who are willing to
work.  They can earn good moneyifor
six months of the year. As to older
boys and men, once a picker has a
crew of these . together he can keep
them going for six months, and in
many cases theéy can earn enough in
the six months to keep them going for
the rest of the year.”

“What do the Chinamen do  with
their wages, now that they are get-
ting such high pay?” asked Mr. Am-
berry.

“Just the same as they alwlys did,
send them " to . China,” replied Mr.
Puckle. E "

Have To Sell Farms

Mr. Puckle further affirmed that it
was on the small general farmers that
the lack of help: fell even harder than
on the fruit' farmers. “Read the ad-
vertisements in the papers,” said he,
“and yvou will ‘see that every farm but
one in BSaanich is for sale. What's
the reason.: Simply that labor can-
not be got to work them. It is ashard
on the women as on the men. The
women -have to work like slaves. Their
lives are one continual drudgery. Life
for -both the .men and. the women is|
not worth 'living and as a consequence
they are moving out to some place
where labor ig not so scarce.”

Questioned as to whether or not any
new acreage -was being planted in
fruit, Mr. Puckle stated that land for-
merly. devoted to general farming was
being planted. “I myself am planting
thirteen acres this spring,” said he.

“But if labor is so short as you say,
how do you expect to look after it,”
as‘l'(ed Mr. Amberry in surprise.

‘Oh, we expecy the. government to
do something to remedy the present
?tate of affairs,” remarked Mr. Puck-
e.

Finds Men Independent

Joseph Sayward of Sayward’s Mills
spoke of the condition of labor so far
as the milling industry was econ-
cerned, and was -<emphatic in the
statement that there. was a shortage
of labor and that immigration of some
sort was needed. In ‘particular Mr.
Sayward inveighed against the men
who, rendered independent by the de-
mand for labor, were in the habit of
taking a position for a few days to-
gether and then gquitting. '/ “Since the
first of the year,” said he, “I have en-
gaged from 25 to 30 men who have
worked for from one to ‘fifteen days
and then gquit without <giving- any
notice. It is impossibie 'to keep a
crew together for any -length of time,
and as for the Chinamen, they have
grown so independent that-there is no
doing anything with them. One can
hardly speak to them ‘without their
quitting off-hand.”

. Mr. Sayward testified that he paid/
his Chinamen from $1.50 to $2.35 a day,
He employed them for a number’ of
purposes around his mill, but that they
did not work as teamsters. To secure
white mpgn to drive his teams was a

cottage and very often -of a cow, chick~man came to me

had three teams tied up in his sl;abltxss1
owing to the lack of drivers. “A few
days 8go a strapping young ‘Engligh-
rand” as
work,” said Mr. Sayward.
him employment either on my farm,

me ‘for
“1 ‘offered

,ftaﬂx=was>1‘mpé’sed." in' the mill or ariving a team, He
“Chinamen doubled = their}said that he preferred to stay in the
wages, and since then we-have made|city, and I set him to work. He start-

ed in at 1 o'clock. Next morning he
turned up at the office and asked for
his pay for the half day. ‘When asked
why he was gquitting he said that he
did not like the job.  He got his feet

wet.”

Mr., Amberry—How do your wages
compare with those paid in Vancouver
and Washington state? i

L Mr, Sayward—My wage rates are the
same as in Vancouver, but so far as
Washington is conecerned, 1 am not
quite certain how they stand. ' On the
other side of the line they .get a better
class of men in the mills and Tumber
camps—Scandinavians, for the most
part, who are used to the work and
ean do more of ‘it than the general run
of the employees over here. Zi

© Mr. Bullen—What do’ you think of
the Hindus as workers?

Mr. Sayward—Some of the Hindus
are very good. They are quick to
{earn when properly treated, and soon
Yecome very  useful. . 1.have never
employed’ very.many of them, and so
am not compétent to say much-about
them. 1 have five or six working for
'me now, however,.and I find them all
right. They are guick to pick up the
right way of doing a thing, and I-find
them as pgood “as Chinamen, perhaps
even better. ~ Of course, if I could ob-
tain first elass labor I would employ
neither them nor the Chinese. I wouid
give them both up at once. :

Mr. Sayward stated that it was im-
possible to operate satisfactorily with
the men quitting at a moment’s notice,
as they were doing.

. Mr. Henderson—Would you be will-
ing to pay goeod -men the same wages
that they are getting in Washington?

Mr. Sayward-—Certainly.

Mr. Henderson—How is it, then, that
you can’t get them from the other side
of the line?

Mr. Sayward—The alien labor law
prevents my doing SO. The regula-
tions prevent my getting them over in
the ordinary manner, and we can't
offer any speciai inducements. We
can’t afford it.

Plant and Tools Cost More

Mr. Sayward, ‘questioned by Mr.
Paterson, stated that to build a plant
in this country cost more than it did to
build one in Washington. Hea. also
affirmed that it cost more to maintain
it, the price of oil and of tools aill
being higher - here than” on the other
sidé of the line. Questioned as to the
reason of this, Mr. Sayward stated that
so far as the building of the plant was
concerned it was. usually necessary to
buy the greater part of the machinery
on the other side of the line and pay
duty on it. “®As for malntenance, the
oil had to come from the Standard Oil
Company, and on this duty had to be
paid; whiie the lumbermen, he said,
in many cases refused to work save
with American saws . and hatchets.
Rven where the supplies and ma-
chinery could be bought on this side of

to that of thesAmerican goods plus the
duty. St i L
Prefers Scandinavians

Questioned as to what remedy ‘he
would suggestfor the present s ite of
affairs, M ‘Sayward .said that he
thought the gewern .v}.'vou'gst to take
some Steps .. get a proper class of
{mmigrants ifite. the country. . “IU's. DO
use looking "to’ " ‘the * urenployed i of
England;” said he. . “Personally 1 pre-
fer the Scandinavians for
work. They are used to laboring in
logging camps and sawmilis, and are,
moreover, a hardy and industrious
race.” & ?

In answer to a question by T.. W,
Paterson, Mr. Sayward stated that in
his opinion the amount' of manufac-
turing done in this province"must be
at least three times greater than it
was a few years ago.

could operate a plant employing white
men alone, as cheaply 8s you ~could
operate one using Chinamen alone?
Mr. Sayward—No, I don’t believe
that T could. In some ways the white
men are superior; pbut then in others
the Chinese have the advantage over
them. However, I don’t believe that
there would be very much difference in
the cost of running & mill; under the
two contingencies that you suggest.

Wood Dealer’s Grievance

J. E. Painter a local wood dealer
testified that ever since the head tax
had been levied the Chinamen had
been steadily increasing their demands
for wages for cutting cord wood until
now the terms demanded were twice
what they use® to be. He stated that
it was impossible- to. get white men to
perform this.work, he having only got
one white man to go out in the woods
and ‘cut wood in-‘all the time that he
had been in business. “It is as wood
cutters that we miss the Chinamen
most,”..said Mr. Painter. “They have
always been qur choppers, both in the
mountaing and the town, and we-have
been in' the habit of relying upon
them. Now we can'. get them except
at exorbitant wages, and very often
we find difficulty in getting men at
all.

Mr, Painter stated that for the wood
for which he had charged $6 a cord de-
livered to the purchaser he himself had
had to pay $4 a cord. In addition. to
this he had had to pay 70 cents a cord
for freight on the railway and 30
cents -for teaming—$5 a cord in all
To' show how the Chinamen had been
continually increasing  the price of
their labor, Mr. Painter stated that in
1902 they had charged but 75 cents &
cord for -eutting: .In -1803 they had
raised this to 80 cents a cord. ' By 1904
it had gone up to $1. “And last week,”
said Mr. Painter, I tried to getsome
Chinamen to go out into the K woods
and chop for me, I offered them .$1.40
a cord, and they wouldn’t take it. Later
I heard that they went for a man who
gave -them §$1.60 a cord,—just twice
what they charged in 1902.”

As to the hauling, ‘which was for
the most part done by Chinamen, Mr.
Painter. testified that while in 1902 the
charge had been merely 60 cents a .cord
it was now $1.15.

Questioned by Ald. Henderson, Mr.
Painter stated that a Chinaman could
cut two cords a day and thus make
$3 a. day according to the present rate.
He had no doubt but that a white
man could do, even better  than _a

as soon as & man became skillful
enough with his axe to cut two, cords
of wood .a day he was hurried off to
the lumber ecamps where he could
draw from $4 to $5.50 a day. A

As to the piling and sawing of wood
in the city, Mr. Painter stated that it
was work which would be undertaken
by no white man. ‘I only knew one
white man ever to saw a cord of wood"
sdaid he, “and when he was through
he sold his saw.” :

J. B. Grice and John Burton also
threw some light on the labor short-
age problem from the ‘standpoint of
the wood dealers. They agreed in all
reéspects with Mr. Painter, Mr. Grice
giving a little. further information “to

the line, the price was, usually equal | 1o “cha

y class of|

Mr. Paterson—Do you think that youl.

Chinaman. The trouble was that just’

been impossible to get longshoremernt
to unload the wood scows. For thig
work they had formerly been paid at
the rate of 3b cemts a cord, but they
would now-undertake it on no terms
whatever: :

Farmers’ - Favorites
Capt. Barkley ‘who: stated that hé
represented the farmers of ‘Duncans,
Westholmé and Chemainus ‘was called
upon. He sung the praises of the
Chinese and Japanese as farm labor-
ers and . had .na hesitation in recom*
mending that they be admitted to the
country on certain conditions, ‘““When
I first' came to this country, twenty
years ago” stated the captain, “we
could get all’ the “Chinese labor we
wanted at $12 a month. Then later
the Japs came and we got the price
of farm labor down to $10.- For this
we could command the very best labor
that there is to.be had. For brushing
and work of such a mature the Jap is
unsurpassed. 'When the Japanese left
to go to war, the price of labor began
to rise, and since them it has been
steadily increasing, until®at the pres+
ent time fhers IS no s@ch thing as a
Chinese or Japanese .farm hand in
the wholeyqeighborhood. The Chinese
are all-employed in the mines and
smelters: *They work at Crofton and
such places, where they command 2
wage 6f from $2 to $3 a day. Such a
rate as this the farmers of course can-
not afford o pay, and the consequence
is that mg :do not command the labor
BNY mMOPET i e

The captain stdted -that the China-
men  spent ~their -money freely in the
neighibortood, that they epjoyed the
best of everything: and ' were in al
ways good  customers af . the  farmers
of the' neighborhood. “f “have . tried in
viin-to secutre 'a white farm laborer,”
he continued, “and I Rave come-to the
conclusion: that' there.ils not such a
thing.on the island: I:mean & white
man working on a farm who will do
the general work, milk the cows and
look after such 'Jobs. I have heard
of one ‘agricultural laborer who is
coming ‘from England to ‘work on the
farm of :Michael Heéw at Chemainus.
Mr. ‘How  is .providing him- with 4
house for ‘himself and his wife, with a
cow-and a number of-chickens and s
moreover paying him $45 a month.
‘Well, that’s alright for &" man whe
does« not depend on’ his.-farm alone.
Mr. How cafi. falls back on his hotel.
But for the :ordinary farmer such
terms are prohibitive.’

Captain. Markley msade “the some-
what startling “statement that on 2
dairy farm it takes the produce of 10
cows ‘topay the wages of one China-
man.

For this reason ‘he stated that
he advised-hi§ son to:sell his famous
herd of thoroughbred polled cattle.
The hearing of the evidence of Capt.
Barkely ‘completed the work of the
morning session ‘off ‘t‘he committee.

. 'The News.—No Pure Dru
Laws would be needed,
were like Dr. 8hoop's C
has been for :20 years: The National Law
now .requires, that if .any poisons enter in-
to a cough mixture, it must be printed on
the label or package. For this reason
mothers and others-should insist on hay-
ing Dr. Shoops Cough Cure. -No poison-
marks on Dr. -Shoo})s labels—and none in
the medicine, else it must by law be on
the label. And it’s not only safe, but it
ja saild to be by those that know it best,
a truly remarkable cough remedy, Take
nce, particularly with = your chil-
Tnsist on having Dr. Shoops Cough
. _.Compare earefully the Dr. Shoop
p&;ngg ¢ith others and see. No poison
‘marks there ou oan; always be on the
, side By démanging DT. Shoops Cough
nres m?r,y ] e to: accept any other.
Sold by Cyrus { ”95.

Cough Cure

Ty

RUNNIG BAGES WILL
BE FEATURED 0N GAR

I.oéal‘iHorsemen‘ ‘Meet Agairi» To-
night to Discuss Victoria
Day Programme

Another meeting of the local horse=
men who. are behind the movement to
hold ‘a race meeting here on Victoria
Day will be held at the Driard hotel
tonight when the various committees
appointed at the last meeting will re-
port. The report of the programme
committee will be the caisxf torie of
discussion as considerable difference
of ‘opinion seems to exist as to the
merits of harness and running races as
drawing cards. It‘is understood lpat
the committee is divided in this con-
nection, some members favoring . the
featuring of the runners while others
believe in catering 'to 'the
classes. It is likely that the advocates
of the running horses will prevail and
that the programme will show a pre-
ponderance of this. class of racing.

it is hardly likely that the majority
of the harness horses hereabouts will
be ready to go to the races by May
24, which would mean small fields and
one-sided contests, and a consequent
diminution of interest in the meeting.
If running races take a- prominent
place on the programme then the own-
ers of the 700 horses which will be lo-
cated around ‘Seattle about that time
preparing for the opéening of the rac-
ing season there will be afforded a
strong inducement .to race here. The
Seattle meeting will not open till June
and the local meeting would give them
some much-needed workouts as well
as allowing the owners to pick up a
little desirable feed money. Besides
the followers of the gallopers appear
to be in'the majority among racegoers
hereabouts and if the meeting is to
be a success then these will have to
be given attention.

Ask for Amherst solid leather foot-
wear. e

MR. CHAMBERLAIN’S ILLNESS

Members of His Wife's Family Hurry
To His Bedside

Boston, April 16.—Having received
word that the illness of her son-in-law
Right Hon. Joseph Chamberlain, the
distinguished English - statesman, con-
tinues serious, Mrs. W. C. Endicott,
widow of the former United States
secretary of war, accompanied by her
son, Wm. C. Endicott, and his wife,
sailed for Liverpool today on the
steamer Saxonia. The party is hur-
rying to Mr. Chamberlain’s bedside.

o

Varicose Ulcers Cu red

Miss Elizabeth Campbell, 20 Sheri-
dan Ave., Toronto, states: - “About
eight” years ago I hurt my leg near
the ankle and the result was what
doctors called varicose ulcers. I was
treated in two Toronto hospitals and
sent away without being cured. From
the  very start Dr. Chase’s Ointment
helped} me, and by persistent use it

hard matter. At the present time he

fhe effect that since last spring it had

has entirely cured me.”

harnes®
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