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GHEAP LAND.

The advocates of unreatricted trade with
the United States, find it impossible to ac-
count for the abandonment of fheir farms
by the caltivators of the soil in the New
England States. = According to their theory
those farmers should be . the happiest and
most prosperous people under the sun.
The circumstances of those States as re-
gards soil and climate, do not differ very
materially from those of the Maritime Pro-
vinces of the Dominion. of Canada. The
advantage of having the very best part of
the market of sixty-five millions at their
doors, should more than make up for any
drawback thatmay exist in the New England
States. But i “Bpite of the good market
and the facilities which the railroads give
the New England farmers, of profitably dis-
posing of their produce, they do not remain
on the land. They offer their farms for
ridiculously low prices, and when they can-
not sell them for a song, they abandon
them altogether. The reader will be able
to form a pretty correct estimate of the
state of the country when he'knows what an
dmproved farm with buildings on it can be
bought for in one of the bess of the New
Eng[&nd Stat Ma h tt

“The board of ngiiculture of that State,
not long ago, instituted an enquiry into the
abandopment of farms and to find out what
they could be purchased for. We are told
by Mr. Clifton Johnston in the Cosmopoli-
tan Magazine that orie hundred and thirty-
five towns responded with reports of de-
serted homes. The board of agriculture
£ound that the average size of the abandoned
farm was eighty-six acres. Their value,
with buildings, averaged $894, or a little
more than ten dollars an acre, and the farms
without buildings $561, or less than seven
dollars an acre. Here is a description of
one of the farms:

Shutesbury—Farm of sixty acres ; mow-
ing, eight; pastore, eighteen; woodland,
thirty-four ; suitable for cultivation, twelve.
Almost a]l the grass can be cut with a
machine,  One-story house five rooms, in
need of some repairs. -Small barn. in good
repair, Good well at house and running
water back of barn. Twenty apple ani
twelve other fruit trees. Rniﬂ'oud station,
Leverett, six miles ; post-office, Shutesbury,
one mile. = Price, $400; ‘cash at sale, $100 ;
interest on balance, 4 per cent.

Sixty acres of land, with house, barn and
orchard, all for $400, and that not cash
down ! This is how fairly good farm land
sells- in the State of Massachusetts.

Another farm of 164 acres, with 100 acres
of meadow and pasture land, woodland,
sugar bush of 150 trees, a house with seven.
rooms in good repair,a barn and an orchard,
was offered for $1,200, which is little more
thangevendollarsanacre. Halfthemoney was
%o be paid down and time given for the
other half. This large farm, too, was situ-
ated in a good locality, with school, church
-and cheése factory at convenient distances.

‘These prices, low as they are,.are.in many
7instances more than ean be obtained,
‘Well:to-do people in the large towns some-
:times buy these farms for summer resi-
~dences, but it appears there ia great diffi-

-oulty in getting people to occupy the aban-
-doned places with the intention of making
-a living off the farm. The land is far from
being barren. It yielded generations of
- farmers & decent living, but life on it was’
too slow for the ambitious Yankee boys and
girh. and they left—some of them, it is
~feared, not to better their condition. /
The Cana§jian annexationist ought to be
.able to explain how the farmers of Nova
“Bootia, New Brunswick, Prince Edward
_Tsland and Quebec are to be made rich by
political union with the United States, when
. rthe farmers of Maine, New Hampshire,
Vermont and Massachusetts have been
. gtarved off the land. There must be some
* iflaw in the calculations somewhere. And
we read that the lot of the farmers in the
fertile West is not a happy one. They are
complaining very loudly of the tyranny of
money lenders and the extortions of railway
companies. “They are crying ont for a re-
drees of their grievances and are devising |
some singular schemes to get even with the
.money lenders and the rai}rbnd men.

: A LIBEL OASB. -
'One of the most peculiar libel cases on

mecord was recently tried in England before |

:Mr. Justice Hawkins. The libel was noth-
ring more than the direction on & letter; no
-statement of any kind had been made. A
letfer in the opinion of the person receiving
it was wrongly directed, and he corrected
what be regarded as a mistake,

The letter was addressed to Mrs, Vivian,

24 Eaton-square. It was delivered at Mr. |

Vivian’s residence after he h=d been di-
vorced and he took the liberty of re-direct-
ing the letter as follows: ** Miss L. B. H.
- Craigie Halkett (late” Mrs. Vivian)—(mar-
‘riage disgplved) Belgrave Mansions, Gros-
" venor Gardens.” This was the libel. Mrs.
Vivian regarded the new direction as a re-
l,eoﬁnn on her character md‘uhegonu-
quently-entered an action against her late
bhusband. Mr. Vivian said, when ‘ex-
amined that he had ‘no intention to
injure the lidy~ when he - redirected
the letter. All ~the r world ~ knew
- that she had been divorced from him, but

_te thonght that she had no right to use his |

name. He considered that it would be very
awkward if he married aguin .that there
should be wo Mrs. Vivians having the same
. dnitials;  The jury, however, did not look
upon the change in the address of the letter
mp:oby Mr. Vivian as barmless. The judge
t01d them that they had to consider whether
the libel was calculated to convey to persons
~ mwho saw it that ﬂ(ugghinﬁ!fhd been di-
worced from the defendant for some mis-
-oonduct on her part. . The jury were of the
opinion that the change in the address of
&he letter was caloulated to make on those
* who saw it an impression unfavorable to

7

Mrg. Vivian. They also. thought the sum
of vwenty-five pounds, paid into court, was
entirely too little to compensate the lady for
the harm done to her good ‘name, so they
gave ber a verdict for £725 more. Mr.
Vivian found re-directing his late wife’s let-
$er & rather expensive diversion. $3,750 is
quite too much to pay for so trifling an
amusement. The reader may judge from
this that the law of libel is exceedingly
severe in England, and that if a man wants
to defame his divorced wife, or any one else,
he must be very careful indeed as to how he
d6es it. Mr. Richard Glyn Vivian, how-
ever, could very well afford the luxury, as
he has an income of £6,000 or £7,000 a year.

THE QUESTION AT IS8UR.

We think that our able and bright con-
temporary, the Seattle Téelegraph, is
little astray when it says that the outcome
of the Briggs ‘oase is comprised in these
worde : ““ That the original Scriptures of-
the Old and New Testaments being immedi-
“étely inspired by God are without error.”

What was decided was, in our opinion,
that the doctrines believed in and tanght by
\Dr. Briggs are not in accordance with the
Standards of thePresbyterian church, which'
every regularly ordained minister of that
church is required to subscribe. 'We do not
think that the General Assembly undertook
to lay down the law with regard to the
inspiration or the infallibility of the Scrip-
tures. The 3
Faith and the Larger and Shorter Catechisms
contain, as far as we know, the only authori-
tative declaration as to the way in which
the Scriptures are regarded by the Presby-
terian church, and it was according to
these Standards that Dr. Briggs was
judged.

The Confession declares that the books of
the Old and New Testament which are re-
garded by Protestants as canonical, are all
¢ given by inspiration of 3od to be the rule
of faith and life.” The fourth paragraph
of chapter one of the Confession reads as
follows : :

¢ The authority of the Holy Seripture,
for which it ought to be believed and |

of any man or church, but wholly upon
God, (who is truth itself), the author there-
of; and therefore it is to be received, be-
eause it is the word of God.”

The answer to the question (157) of the
Larger Catechism, *‘ How is the word of
God to be Vs :

‘¢ The Holy Scriptures are to be read with
an high and reverent esteem of them, with
a firm persuasion that they are the very
‘word of God and that He only can enable us
to understand them, with desire to know,
believe and obey the will of God revealed
'in them, with diligence and attention to the
matter and scope of them; with meditation,
application, self-denial and prayer,”

It muss be rémembered that ‘Dr. Briggs
acknowledges these Standards to be author-
itative and maintains that he holds no doc-
trine that is not recognized by them.

The question which the General Assembly
had to decide was, can . the man who be-
lieves that there are mistakes in the Sorip-
tures remain in a church which has for its
Standards the confession and catechism from
which we have quoted ? Can there be er-
rors in the *‘ word of God,” the ¢ very
word of God ”?_ Is it consistent in a man
who confesses his * fall persuasion and as-
surance of the infallible truth and divine
authority ” of the Holy Soriptures to pro-
claim to the world that those Scriptures
contain errors of various kinds? The ques:
tion, a8 we see it, ‘was not, is . Dr. Briggs
right in the abstract, but are his teachings
in conformity with the Standards of Pres-
byterianism ? It would not take a man of
average intelligence long to come to the
conclusion that the man who teaches that
the Scriptures may contain errors, either of
fact or doctrine, has no business to remain
in a position in which he is bound in hon-
esty fo teach only what is in conformity
with the Westminster Confession of Faith.

We are surprised ‘to find how few there
are who are aware of the position which the
Presbyterians take with respect to the Scrip-
tures, But it is necessary to have a know-
ledge of their belief-in the matter as it is
laid down in, their acknowledged Standards

before one csn form anything like an intelli

gent opinion of the merits of the case,
or the justioe of the decision of the General

Assembly.

SUPREME COURT.
IN CHAMBERS,
(Before Mr. Justice Drake.)
i June 9, 1893.

E. & C. Gurney & Co., Ltd. v. Braden &
Stamford—To examine defendant Braden.
Order made on usual terms. 8. Y. Wootton
for plaintiff, Hon. C. E. Pooley for defend-

i : ;

| Harris v. Brunette Sawmill - Co.—To
amend notice of motion for new trial. Order
‘made to amend. Costs to be paid by appli-
cants. Hom. C. E. Pooley for plaintiff,
Bodwell & Irving for defendants.

Mesher ' v. Blt:naoourb-—()ounty &;u‘t
summons, to am particular er
made; costs to becosts in cause.” W. H.

ngléy for plaintiff, H. G. Hall for de-
fendant. : « :

Rithet v. Union Stesmship Co.—To make
defendants, Hall and Cox, party plaintiffs,
A. L. Belyea for plaintiff, A. St. G. Ham.
mersley for defendants.

Seeley v._ Morse—That approved convey-
ance be deposited in court. Laid over for
one week, :

Queen v. Pittendrigh—For order absolute
to g:y money within one week, and an issue
to be directed by a jodge. Granted. W,
H. B. Aikman for plaintiff, Bodwell & Irv-
ing for garnishees. ° :

— e

87. PAUL, June 8.—The executive com-
mittee of the reciprocity convention has de-
cided that the next convention be held in
Daluth between October 1st and 15th. 'The
committee will, before the convention meets,
prane;' a platform “;lio écheme :!)f recipro-
aity and some proposition as to deep water

Paris, June 8.—The Deputies’ committee
 has decided against the repayment by the
#°ate to M. Rouvier of tho 50,000 francs the

‘Panama company advanced for secret sers
vioe.

«

estminster Confession of |-

obeyed, dependeth not upon “the testimony |

rapidly as possible,
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A coMMTITEE of the K. of P. Lodges are
making arrangements for the proper cele-
bration of their decoration day.

YESTERDAY’S Gazette ‘contains notice of
the assignment of Samuel Clay to R. W.
Higginbottom for the benefit of creditors.

Muir and George A. Keefer have been elect-
ed directors of the-Kootenay Land and Im-
provement Co,, Ltd,

Mgs. TroY, who was injured by a rail-
way train on Tuesday, was reported to be
‘‘ progressing nicely ” by the hospital
authorities yesterday.

THE Sons of Erin will hold - their Do-
minion Day picnic: at Caledonia park, and
are preparing to make it one of the great
out-door events of the season.

THE corner stone of _the new E&i-oo‘fll
church at Saanichton was laid on onday
last by His:Lordship Bishop Perrin, assisted
by Ven. Archdeacon Scriven and Rev. J.
A, Chrisvmas. The ceremony was largely
attended. The party who went out from
here afterwa-ds lunched at Mrs. Watson’s.

EmrLoYES of the B. C. District Telegraph
Co. who had been sent to remove a call box
from No. 129 Johnson ~street, a house re-
cently vacated, yesterday morning, made
the discovery that a deliberate. attempt had
been made, to set fire- to ' the place. They
communicated with the su
police and the chief of the fire department,
the former of whom has the matter in hand.

SamuEL D. Souurrze and C. J. Prior, of
Victoria ;* R. F. Kimmond, John J. Ban-
field and Thomas Mathews, of Vancouver,
and A. D. Williams, of Nanaimo, have been
gazetted as notaries public. John Jane, of
Savona, H. P. L. Bayliff, of Chilancoh
River, Frank A. Hewer, of Alexis Creek,
and Charles Woolard and John R. Shaw, of
North Arm, haye been appointed juatices of
the peace. $

DonaLp MacrLeop, Charles§. Philp, A.
H. -McNeill, W. J. McGuigan, William
Ralph, . William H. Maclaren, George D.
Scogt, Joseph Sheasgreen.and Allan Sharp
—all residents of British Columbia—have
secured incorporation as the Prince Albert
Filat Hydraulic Mining Co., Ltd.  The cap-
ital stock of the company is $200,000, in $1
shares, and the trustees named are Geo. D.
Scott, W. J. McGuigan and A. H. McNeill.

Ar Christ Church cathedral 'on Wednes-
day evening last, Rev. Canon Paddon, as-
sisted by the Bishop and by Ven. Archdea-
con Scriven, performed the marriage cere-
mony uniting Rev. E. C.. Miller, oge Cedar
District, Nangimo, and Miss Emily King-
ham, of Victoria. sister of Mr. J. Kingham
(Kingham & Minor) and of Rev. H. King-
ham, formerly of Christ Church . cathedral.
Miss Perry and Miss Paddon were brides-
maids, Rev. C..Clinton supporting the
groom, :

THE oase of Macdonald v. the trustees of
the Pandora avenue (Metropolitan)-Metho-
dist church, which was up for tFial last year

in the Supreme court, has been re.

Px B B0 Bimmern- A Maxwsll

ntendent of

" M. QUAD'S HUMOR,

to the “Kicker” Repre-
senta.tiye.

Missed the Widow but Saved His
Money—His Many .
Families.

[Copyright, 1893, by Charles B, Lewis.]
THE ARIZONA KICKER. “

GoNE HENCE.—A year ago this month
dignity compelled us to put a bullet into
ex-Judge Green of ‘this town. He had
sworn to humiliate us, and he met us on
Apache avenue and pulled our nose.. We
dropped him, but to prove that we had
1o ilt'will we sat up with-him every night
for two weeks and paid his doctor bill.
The " judge never forg_avé us, however.
He came here to run the town, and he
found us in his way. He had been used
to licking editors all his life, and to have
oue of the fraternity get the best of him
rankled in his soul. Six months ago we
were informed that the judge had bet 2
to 1 with Bill Poole, the faro man, that
he would make us eat dirt in front of the
postoffice at: high noon, which 1s our usual
hour for calling for our mail. We oiled
up our guns and went forth, fully realiz-
ing that the prestige of the editorial fra-
ternity of this territory was at stake.
‘While the judge was looking for us from
the south we approached him from the
opposite direction. It will be remember-
ed that we disarmed him, and that on his
knees he asked our forgiveness and prom-
ised not to thirst for our gore any more.
We sold his two guus at public auction
and gave the money to an orphan who
wanted to get back to Boston awfully
bad, and we supposed the judge would
go out of business. It seems, however,
that he only let go again to get a. better
hold. Saturday evening last people saw
him skulking in the vicinity of THE
Kicker office armed with a shotgun. He
was no doubt looking for a chance to drop
us, but Providence intervened. While
skulking in the alley in the rear of the
office he must have fallen over some ob-
struction, for he was found dead Sunday
morning, a victim of his own weapon.
We buried him at our.own expense, and
also acted as a pallbearer. We had noth-
ing against the judge, and we think of
his death with sorrow. It is always a sad
thing to find a man making a mistake in
his mission on earth. The judge would
have ‘made a good superintendent of a
clothespin factory, or he would have done
passably well as a stage driver or pros-
pector, but he was determined to become
a champion editor -killer. Had he not
fallen by his own hand we should have

At the time the action was on befare,a non-
suit was entered, with leave to the plaintiff
to bring another actior. The trouble at
that time was some unexpected evidence
coming in, which, owing to the absence of
certain witnesses, it was not possible to deal
with, The new suit will be advanced as

Smeriry  WooLERyY, of King ocounty,
Wn., has been in Victoria for several days
ast searching for Mrs. Reed and other
ugitive witnesses in the Thomas Henderson
Boyd murder case, Mrs. Reed was. last
heard pf at New Westminster, and some of
the other missing witnesses are rted to
have penetrated the Kool g dis-
tricts. The case will be cal for trial
again June 17. The defence claims to be
desirous of procuring the same witnesses
for zhich the State is now searching so dili-
gently. =

Tug Quesnelle Forks Canal and Hydrau-
lic Miping company give notice in the
official ' Gazette, published yesterday, of
their intention to seek incorporation. The
trustees pamed are 'W. H. Ellis, Jos. Peir-
son and Thos. C. Nuttall. The objects for
which the company is formed are to take
over and operate certain water rights, and
for bringing a ditch or canal to the bench
lands in the neighborhood of the north and
south tt;:eku of the -Qulnelleddktriot 3 also
to acquire ' minip l:m and to carry on
hydraalic or othegm » and any business
incidental to or connected with the same.
haren o8 95 4ach.. The” pribatal Pl
shares of $5 'he princi of
business is to be the city of Victoria.

A TELEGRAM from Woodstock announcing
the suicide by strangulation of David G.
Sheddan, is causing considerable discnssion.
¢ Dave ” Sheddan will be well remembered
by-all as one of the veterans of the Victoria
Lacrosse club; he went from here to Wood-
stock, his boyhood home, and his friends
are now wondering if it can be ‘“Dave”
himself whe is d The circumstanees of
the case shiow either temporary insanity or
something very near akin. Sheddan was
arrested for jumpiug into a milk wagon left
standing in the street and driving off with
the vehicle. He was captured at the ferry
landing, where he made an unsuccessfol
attempt to drown himself, and lodged in a
cell at the city lockup. A few hours after-
wards he was found dead. He had strangled
himself with his suspenders.

Lasr evening the lecture room of the
First Presbyterian church was well filled to
hear Rev. Dr. Campbell on the parable of
the sower (Matt. 13th Chap.) He said that
jJesus did not give a connected discourse,
{for crowds are caught by points rather than
gg‘ arguments. many things in this

pter were about the one thing, snd that
one thing was the Kingdom of Heaven.
This parable is unique, in that it is ex-
which gives us the key to
interpret the parables. This parable is true,
mmnl{:bonﬁ the Kingdom of Heaven, but
about the charch of God, the place of busi-
mess and indeed every place where men are
employed. There is the careless hearer.
He can follow Christ through good, but not
through bad report. He cannob bear to be
laughe ‘at.  There is the ~critical
who is more concerned about the platter
than the food served. He would not take
the meat bepanse a raven brings it. There
is the forgetful hearer who is like a sieve.
There is the sleepy, the indifferent, the in-
attentive, etc., hearers. The doctor, in a
humorous manner, described all the hearers
represented in the ble, He said the
di ce was not in the sower or the seed,
but in the soil; not in the teacher or the
word, but in the hearer. The address was
racy, practical and bumorous. The audi-
ence burst into a spontaneous I at an
 anecdote of Mark Twain, who rep toa
Featlamm who met him in New York:
L

church.”  Thursday evening addresses
on the parables will be/given during June
and July. : ;

i

‘‘HE ASKED OUR FORGIVENESS.”

riddled him sooner or later, and the re-
sult would have been the same. We hope
and trust that he is better off. In that
land to which he has gone may his ambi-
tion have full swing, and may - there be
no editors to cast a shadow across his
sunny path.

* - TaE Major RxrurNs —Three weeks
o Major Hbnnewell of this town start-
ed for New York city with a view of  set-
tling down there as our regular corres-
pondent.. We heard nothing from him
until two days ago, when he walked into
Tae Kicker office a sad, mad and disap-
sinted man:” The major didn’t like New
g:)rk, to begin with. No one seemed to
be looking for his arrival, and no one ap-
peared to care a copper after he got there.
He hadn’t struck Broadway before he felt
lonesome for a glimpse of & slab shanty
saloon with a smiling proprietor and a
double barreled shotgun behind the bar.
He missed the thrifty cactus, the barbed
wire fence and the ambling mule and long
horned steer. We not only cautioned the
major that they probably burned gas in
the big: city, but gave him written ‘in-
structions not to blow it out or tie a rag
over the burner. He mislaid the card,
blew out the flameé and was discovered
just in time to save his life. 'When the
major started out to do New York with a
l"?h coiled on his shoulder, the police
ran him in.. When it was discovered that
he had two guns strapped around him, a
jndge fined him $15. He put on his
buckskin suit and stood in Union s
and uttered s warwhoop, and he was'run
in again. He went into a saloon ard
pounded on the bar and asked the crowd
to step up, and they called in a police-
man bt; ti\ row him out. ﬂiHe ed at
most of the newspaper offices, expecti
to have a long, friendly chat with tl';g
editors and get some pointers; but all
were too busy tosee him, They demand
ed that he remove his hat in a restaurant
where he went for grub, and because he
refused he was bounced clear across the
road. The major held on for two weeks,
hoping to make a round up of it, but be-
ing robbed of his watch and bunkoed out
of most of his money he decided to give
the east the cold shake and come home to
this great and glorious provinee. |

THE. COLONEL CEAW’;ESBID.

The colonel and I were sitting on the
‘tavern veranda smoking and talking when
he g::lgenly reached behind him and ex-

i 2

h, yes, you and . I sleep-in the same | cla

* ‘“Durn my skin, but that's just like
me | - Left my pistol at home en the

bureau !”

The *Editor Killer” Knoeked Under

. ““There doesn’t seem to be any need
of it around here,” I replied.

¢ Can’t tell—can’t, 1t’s about time
for Major Green to come along, and when
I meet up with the major I always feel
better to be heeled.”

“ We dropped the subject for unother
and had been talking about 10 minutes
| when back went.the colonel’s hand again,
and he said :

“Durn my skin, but there’s Major

with 1”

*¢Is there going to be any shooting
here 7

¢“Not under the circumstances, but
you are goin to see the worst case .of
crawfishing that has happened around
heré for 20 years I”’

The major came along the street, caught
sight of the colonel and stopped with his
hand on his hip. As the colonel made
no move of ahostile nature the major
slowly ascended-the steps, came along
down to us and said ;

¢ Colonel Johnson, fo’ years ago I hap-
pened to state that Captain Bross had a
nigger working for him.who was blind in
the left eye. You picked me up, sah,
and said it was the right eye. We part-
ed, sah, and we have not #poken since |”

¢ Major, I reckon I was wrong,’’ re-
plied the colonel.  ‘‘ Yes, I reckon I was
wrong and you were right. Meant to
have told you ¢o long ago, but had no
show.”

** If you still insist that it was the right
eye, why !"—and the major threw his
hand back. o

“Oh!no!no! Left eye, major, left
eye ! How’s the cotton coming on, ma-
jor? Heard you were going -in for a
powerful big crop this year.” :

* The cotton, sah, the cotton,” replied
the major as he turned to go, ** the cotton
is all right. I shall have a powerful crop.
Good day, sah.”

And when he bad disappeared in the
distance, marching away as stiff as a
poker, the colonel turned td me with :

"¢ You were speaking with that migger
as I came out. Which eye is it ?”

¢ Neither one, colonel! He has as

| good a pair of eyes as yours or mine.”

And | the colonel . softly whispered,
‘““Durn. my skin!” and went away to
drink ‘alone.

~ 'SAVING A SPECIAL.

When word came that the train was
four hours late, a chunky young man who
bad on his store clothes and was sticking
close to a,big black satchel went to the
depot master and said : ;

*“Gok durn the luck anyhow ! 1 was

" [to be married down at Henderson to-| !

night.” o

** At what hour ?’

*¢ Seven o’clock.”

 Girl or widow ?”

‘¢ A widder, who is wuth over $4,000.
Can’t I' hire an ingine or sunthin to git

‘| me down thar ?”

¢ Why, yes. I might get you down
perhaps, but it would cost you a smart
sum. Better telegraph and see if there’s
any use of your going.”

‘“Any use? Why I'm to be married,
ain’t 14"

“ You said se, but maybe there’s been
aslip. You can’t always tell about wid-
ows, you know. Better send a telegram
and ask if everything is all right.”

The chunky young man felt insulted
and wanted to raise a row, but finally
cooled off and sent a telegram to a friend
at Henderson. In about th uarters
of an hour he got an answer. 1t read :
*“ No use to come on., She married the
other fellow this forenoon }” ;

=+ Saved you at least $25, besides your
trouble,”said  the depot master as the

‘“SAVED YOU AT LeAsT $25.”

down, * I've been engaged to three dif-
ferent widows, and every one of them
threw me down at the last minute.
Thought it'would be so when I suggested
a telegram. ' Take-a little of this whisky

gunno. You are not.mortally wounded,
ut only mashed as flat as a pancake.”

BEFORE AND AFTER.

¢ Yas, git right up and ride as fur as
I'm goin anyhow,” said the old man as
he stopped the wagon and reached me
down a hand to get over the wheel.

‘1 got_a seat on the sheepskin beside
him, and as we moved on he continued :

*“1 was over to Grafton to git some
things fur my darter Jane. Lands! but
how they do charge fur women fixin’s |
Why, you kin bust a dollar bill all to
emash in ng time. I've got over $7 wuth
of ut.qﬂ' in that thar bundle, and it hain’t
as big as 10 pounds of brown sugar.
Jaue’s got to hev 'em, though. She’s
goin on a tower with her aunt.”

‘* Going to the seashore.?” I asked. _

*Further than that. I'll hev to pay

out over $40 to git her ready.”
¢ To California

Green, and I ain’t got nothing to khoot.

young man’s knees grew weak and he sat

and then go out and sit on those bags of |

Roal

Highest of all in Leavening Power.—U. S. Gov't Report.

Baking
Powder

ABSOLUTELY PURE

‘ Further than that. Look a-here.” i
He took a small parcel from his pocket
and handed me the lines while he remov-
ed the paper dnd exhibited a lot of cards
on which were printed his daughter’s
name. I noticed that there were two
lots. In the left hand corner of one were
the letters ** G. to Y.” and in the other
“B. w0 Y.” T couldn't make out the
meaning, but didn’c want to ask. He
was ready to explain, however.

““These here are to yse before she
goes,” he said, ‘‘ and these arter she gits
home. Them keerds and the printin
cost me jusi an even $1. You see them
letters down thar ?”

“Tdo” ;

‘T had ’em put thar myself. Do you
know what they stand fur #”

¢ I must confess that I don’t.”

anybody begins to discuss politics or re-
ligion, go to your room and lock the door.
You’ll see a heap o’ bow-legged, cross-
eyed, lopshouldered folks, but if you
fetch just one grin you're a giner.”

“ How do you get along when in town?”
I asked. -

‘“Me? Oh, Ilive on the other side
and only drive through occasionally when
T'm obleeged to. Then I put the hosses
on a dead run, look straight ahead, and if
anybody yells at me I purtend to be deaf
and dumb.” M. Quap.

" A COLD DRESSING ROOM.
But the Old Man Was Game and Doffed
His Clothes.

*One night,” said the drummer, “T was
on the New York Central not far from Buf-

*Plain as the nose on your face.

gin out now. That means,
Yurup.' The odes with
she’ll use arter she gits home.
means, ‘Bin to Yurup’ and seen every
gosh durned thing of any account from
Dan to Be’sheba and back to Jerusaleum.
Good idea, eh ? ' Lots o’ flies around, but
none on your Uncle William up to last
reports !”

EASILY EXPLAINED.

¢¢ Gentlemen,” said the old man as he
held out his greasy and ragged cap, ‘*it
is not my fault that I am compelled to
ask for charity. I wassrich and happy
once.” .

* Why didn’t you remain s0?” asked
an unfeeling man.

‘* It was the will of Providence. Three
of my wives were killed by a tornado at
the same time. That tornado damaged
me about $10,000 worth. A year later
the typhoid fever carried off 2 more of my
wives and 11 of my children, all inside of
two weeks.”

*¢ What are you giving us, old man?”

** The solemn truth, gentlemen. A few
months later seven more of my children
were poisoned at the same time, and three
more of my wives died of some strange
ailment.”

et

! DO YOU ENOW WHAT THEY STAND FUR ?”

** That's 8 wives and 18 children !
on |’ ;

$“Then there came an epidemic of
smallpox, and I lost 5 wives and 19 chil-
dren inside of six days. We held 12
funerals at-once ovne day. Gentlemen,
you can’t imagine my grief and conster-
nation.”

*¢ That’s 13 wives and 27 children ! Old
man, youhave struck a new lead.  Keep
on n .

Go

*Then lightning struck my house and
killed 4 more of my wives and 8 more of
my dear children. | I was trying to rally,
and I think I could have got on my feet
again, when a great storm' came and

last building and —and”’——
*¢And what 9"

into the world a broken hearted man.”
*‘ That figures up 22 wives and 70 chil:
dren! Perhaps you don’t mind telli
us where all this happened 7. ©
‘ No, sir. It happened in Salt Lake,
1 was a Mormon bishop. But for the
of Providence I should have had at least
40 wives and 200 children ! Gentlemen,
can you help a ppor old man9”
We sent him on his way rejoicing.

: A HARD TOWN. . :

A farmer who was driving four mules
to a wagon overtook me on the hifhwsy
and offered me a lift, and when I was
seated beside him he queried : .

8 %oin to stop in town over night, eh?”

‘“ ©8. » é

* Don’t know anybody thar 7’
£ 13 N’o »n e

** I reckon you want to git out alive ?”

¢“Of course. Ts there danger 2”

¢“Thar mout be. ' You'll meet the land-
lord of the tavern, of course. His name
is White.- He'll fall to cussin the Joneses,
but don’t you mix in. You'll meet old
Brown. He’ll cuss the Blacks high and
low, but don’t you mix in. You'll meet
with Jim Johnson, and he’ll cuss the
Greens from Dan to Be’sheba, but don’t
Yyou mix in. Thar’s jest 66 families in
the town, and they are all related to each
wther by marriage. They spend seven
days a week cussin each other, but the
stranger who comes along and mixes in
gits hurt.”

*“1'll be careful,”

¢ You'll hev to. If you see an old wo-
man in a poke bonnet ridin a spotted
cow, with a grist behind, don’t laugh. If
a couple of dogs begin to fight;do you
make for down, cellar. If thar'sa hoss

trade goin on, do you stand clear. If

These here with the ‘G. to Y.’ on she'll|
‘Goin ' to !
‘B. to Y.’ on'
That !

mm'ﬂﬂéx‘“ ’
[@ | bad great respect for his departed better

and swept away my cattle, tore down my

“ 7 have to weep. It is too much. That|
storm caused the death of my last b wives|
and my last 25 - children, and I went out|

b

falo. - The.sleeping car was nearly full. We
stopped at some place, and an old man with
a map of St. Lawrence county on his face
got on board and was shown to his seat by
the porter. He piled up alot of baggage
and then asked whether he could not go to
bed.

** ‘If you will go away for afew minutes,’
gaid the porter, ‘T’ll make up your berth.’

“The old fellow took a little handbag
and walked up and down the icar, appar-
ently looking for something. Then he dis-
appeared through the door. The porter
made up the berth and arranged the cur-
tains. It was the first berth to bemade up.

*Presently old St. Lawrence, as we called
him, appeared at the end of the car with a

ile of clothes hanging over one arm, his
ts in one hand, his collar and socks in
the other. He had nothing on but a gray
flannel’ nightshirt that just covered his
knees. He looked around the car and then
made a rush for his berth.

“Everybody roared. His feet were bare,
and we could see the snow melting on his
calves and ankles. He drew. his curtains
and remained silent for a few seconds.
Then his head appeared between the cur-
tains,

' ‘“Hey, young man’ he cried to the por-
ter, ‘T'll be goshdurned if this company
hain’t the meanest I ever struck.’

* ‘Why, what’s the matter?’ asked the

rter,

* ‘Well, by thunder, they oughtergive
a decenter place to undress than them co
steps out there betwixt the cars.’ .

**We found out. that the old duffer had
undressed on the platform, which was cov-

Gazette.

Beb,ukod.i
Dr. Charles O’Reilly told the following
story the other day: ‘‘About two years ago
an old farmer living in the backwoods suf-
fered the loss of his' wife, a most-amiable
and respectable woman. “Notwithstanding
s el e S
i 1QY . & x

oot

half, became very indignant. So the night
of the wedding festivities they gathered
from all points—men, women and children
—about 100 in number. They carried tin
pans, tin kettles and horns, and at9 o’clock
there commenced such a din as was never
heard before.  The old man stood itaslong
as possible, but finally he threw.the door
open, and waving his hand forsilence said,
‘I'should think that you folks would not
make such a racket around here so
after there has been a funeral.’ ”’—St.

Republic.

To the Purpose.

§ Daisy, I suppose you can con-
love in several languages.
- Miss Daisy—No, but I can decline *“you”
English.—Brooklyn Life.

Too Busy to Eat.
. “We can’t stay at this hotel, Marial” ex-
claimed Farmer Meddergrass after reading
the rules tacked to his room door.

“Why not, Nathan?”

*Why, they have dinner from11t08. I
kim to town on business, an I can’t afford
t0 waste no three hours a day on dinner, to
say nothin ’bout breakfast an supper.
Gather up yer traps, an we’ll go somewhere
else.”’—Vogue. 5

Too Much of a Good Thing.

Caller (to business manager)—Yesterday
I put an advertisement in your paper for a
servant.

Business Mansager (blandly)—Yes, sir.
And what was the result?

Caller—I had so many answers that my
front steps were worn out and the bellpull
broken. Will you please have them re-
paired?—Texas Siftings.

. Ominous Signs.

Mrs, Wisewife (as her husband startsout
for the day)—1It looks pleasant, dear. The
sun is shining, the birds are singing, the
air is warm, and the weather bureau pre-
dicts clear weather, You better take your
mackintosh, ambrella, galoshes and winter
overcoat with you today.—Chicago Rec-
ard.

The Sermon.

Papa—Well, Johnnie, you went to church
this morning?

Johnnie—Yes, émpa.

Papa—How did you like the sermon?

Johnnie—The beginning was good, and
‘ the end was good, but there was too much
middle to it, papa.—Boston ‘Commercial.

ered with six inchesof snow.”’—Fort Worth
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