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__WERLKLY COLONIST AND CHRONICLE,

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
- PROCEEDINGS.

['Spetially Reported for the British Colonist.]

Friday’s Sitting.
Monpay, Feb. 22, 1867,

Council met at 1 p. m. Present—Hons
Crease, Hamly, Brew. Ball, Smith, Baroard,
Robson, Young, Macdonald, Walkem, Stamp
Helmeken, DeCosmos, Soutbgate, Pemberton
Cox, Sanders, O Reilly and Trutch,

TRADES LICENSE BILL.

On motion of Hon Crease this bill was
postponed cne week, so as to come up after
the report of committee of supply.

VICIORIA INCORPORATION BILL.

Hon Crease moved second reading of this
bill, which was only the old Act with such
amendments as would make it workable
Hon members were familiar with the various
stages through which the bill had passed and
the failures that impeded its progress. The
chief difficulty was that the Corporation lack-
‘ed the clearly defined means of eaforcing
their municipal taxes. The principle was
the same as the old ope.

Hm\.rM”dm::g i o By

iug be tponed, as the bill bad: not
??"Poiipmd for one week.,
"MECHANICS LIEN BILL. -

Hon Robson moved the first reading of the
Mechanics Lien Bill, chiet provisions of
which were to give to persons farnishing la-
bour or material for repairiog or building
ships, a lien for their wages, process being by
attachment ; also for labour or material for
erecting, altering and repairing buildings,
precaution being taken against a lien for too
large a sum.

The bill was read first time, hon Crease
remarking that the principles enuaciated by
the hon member were the strongest reasons
for its condemnation.

THE TARIFF.

fon Helmcken moved the appointment of
a committee to revise the Tariff. He was not
prepared to assume the personal responsi-
bility, and he did this with a view to re-
lieviog the Executive (bear, hear). 'l‘.he tariff
required alteration, and he believed it could
‘be so framed as to protect home industry and
encourage the trade of Puget Sound, which
was of real value to the colony (bear, bear).
To revise the tariff to a great extent was not
his intention ; it was bigh enough in tke main,
and to increase it on many articles would be
a loss 1o the coluony snd only encourage
smuggling. The Council generally could be
of only- one opinion if the tariff was to be car
ried to a legitimate extent and wo further, If

a system was to be followed there must be a |

policy, and that must be cootinued. We
capnot mix free trade and tariff together,
When a policy is established, particularly as
to promoting agriculture and home industry,
it might draw many people who would not
otherwise come to the colony.

Hon Robson seconded the motion, though
he was at a loss to understand the course
pursued, since be bad Limeself proposed a
measure io a different way. The sooner,
however, the tariff was attended to the better.
In bis own district tbere were many men
watching it with anxiety, ready to go on an
extended scale into industrial pursuits. The
same could probably be said of the Island

-districts. Nothing, baniing the Estimates,
was of greater importance than atiending to
our agricultaral and industrial 1nterests.

Hon Helmcken in explanaticn said he had
enquired it the Government intended to
bring in such a measure, and was answered
in the negative, being told at the same time
that the appointment of a Committee would

* be a relief to the Government.

Hon Pemberton sustained the hon member
for New Westminster, He Lkoew on the
Island tbat parties were ready to break up
and leave the country if their interests were
not protected 80 as to give them some in-
duceuent to remain in the couotry, and he
would remark that although we were snowed
up here others erjoyed a milder climate
(laughter.) ;

The motion was agreed to, acd the Presi~
-dent appointed the following Committee ;
Hons Hamly, Brew, Ball, Robson, Helm~
cken, DeCosmos, Smith.

CUSTOMS FINES

Hon Pembcrton’s motion for returns of
amcunt of fines and seizures in the Customs
Department, from ’60 to '66, inclusive, stat-
ing how appropriated, was assented to.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

Council weut into Committee on the Esti-
mates, Hon O'Reilly in the chair.

Hon Birch wished to state’ in answer to
enquiries made at the previous sitting, that
it was the inteotion of the Government to
amalgamate the office of 'L'reasurer with
that of Collector of Customs or some other
office ; but they had po power to act until
reference had been made to the home author
ities; with that view he had put “if required”
in the Estimates. Mr Watson would act in
Vaocouver Island until the Act was repealed,
tie could afford no furtber information until

.v—they heard from homge.

. dreasurer $5020.
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that it can be done on this vccasion, &8 mno
one will give ' the Government credit, and
that is the only ealeguard. He urged upon
the House to go throvgh the estimates with
a8 view 1o reducing them to the utmost.

Hon Birch said be wou d be too glad to
reduce, but he had gooe through the estimates
which were framed with the utmost econcmy
coosistent with efficiency. - He beliaved the
Colony could pay $701,000, though hon
members lost sight of the fact that over $200,-
000 was to pay off debte. IHe bad gone
through the estimates with the intention of
econowmising, bhut if the hon geotleman
would show where a saviog could be pro-
perly observed he would be glad to accept
it.

Hon Helmcken said the expenditure must
be reduced, it was disagreeable but there was
no use talking—it had to he done, we shoula
rather suffer inconvenience than go into
debt. We might be poor, bat let us be
honest, and: there was no use in voting
money we could not pay.

Hoo Macdonald remarked that the estimates
were pearly all for salaries and loaos, and
nothing for public work. He fully endorsed

wember and wonld vote for one of the clerks
being struck out, us the office was going te
be amalgamated.
Hoo Southgate
thould be concentrated - a
most of the money
staff reduced.

Hon Ball sdid this wasa Crowa Colony
and hon members must bear in micd that
there was a good deal of red tape required
in the system, the estimates, he ' believed
were framed with economy. The cleiks in
the service were always employed and if
idle would be discharged; he did not see that
they could be reduced.

Hon Helmcken said red tape was the
evil, bat it was the duty of the Goveroment
il not of the Legislature to imform Her
Majesty’s Government tbat it was entirely
unsuited to the Colony. Ifred tape was in-
sisted oo let H M. Government pay for it, but
the Governor should take upon himself’ the
respousibility ot chaoging the infernal
system.

Hon Robson said the Colony was ground
down by tazaticn io order that duties might
be performed in a red tape way. It was the
duty of the Government to have the system
changed, but that was not the subject
nov before the C.uncil.

Hoo Pcmberton—We are to pay some
$100 a head taxation without remonstrance or
expostulation. It is four times greater than
Australia, and len times greater than Eng-
land.

Hon Birch—Where does the hon gentle-
man take his figures from.

Hon De¢Cosmos—From the estimates.

Hon Birco—He does not include Indiaos;
I do.

Hon Helmcken said Iodians could not
consume what they did not buy, strike” out
the clerks, and the Governwent must depart
from the red tape system while they would
bave a good pretext to offor to the Home
Guvernment,

Hoo DeCormos eaid if the country was to
be anything ut all it must bave cootrol over
its own aflairs. In England the taxation was
equivalentto $10 a head. If the population
ot Canada wag ihree million it would not ex-
ceed $3 50. In New Brunswick it was
about $3 10 with a population of from two to
three hundred thousand. In Nova Scotia it
was about $2 50 or $3, yet this colony was
called upon to pay $1 00.  He would admit
that so long as they were called upon to sup-
port the torm of Government here, the tax
must be high, but not uovecessarily light,
Io picneer commaunities, if we get the Gov-
ernment to preserve our property and land, it
is teally all we require, Here we have &
staff capabie of governing 500,000 peopls.
Without going into details, in looking car~
sorily over the estimates, -he could strike off
$75,0.0 which was equivalent to doing away
with the road tolls, and yet the country would
be as safe and commerce not affected.
There was a general feeling up ahove and in
his constitutency that the road tolls should be
stru k off. But the representative of the
government tells us that we ‘must submit to
be bound hand and foot, and our life blood
taken from us because we are Englishmeo.
What was the position of our neighbors cen-
trasted with ours, and yet there was no in-
security on the other side. The Governor
was atraid to take upon himself the respon-
ponsibility of amalgamation and was, there-
tore, unfit to be Her Majesty’s represen-
tative. He was fully prepared to give
a geoerous support to prudential measures,
but the course they were pursuing was
cruching the life out of the place. We heard
it from San Francieco, Portland and elsewhere
that we were a tax-ridden lot of serfs. How
bad a reduction been made? When we look
to the baok account and fiod $170,000 deficit,
is that a gentleman fit vo administer the
Goveroment? Where is the information on
this point, and why was it not supplied ?
With this overdraft due to the bank, the hon
geotleman tells us he is going on reduciog.
The thing was past comprehension. Then
the hon gentleman calls to his and the Ia-
dian population, Never was such a mistake,
The number of Indians from the Island to
‘the Rocky Mountalns might be estimated af
a mazimom of 18,000 (be obtained his facts
from an experienced authority, who got it
by regular census.) They were only worth
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Then the Collector’s office, what have they
to do? Nothing ; a little eplurge once a
week oo the arrival of a steamer, and it is
over; busy one day doing nothing six; a
glaring instance of extravagance. The office
ought to go to Victoria where the revenue is
raised ; the magistrate and one officer could
do all the dati:s bere as well as the Collector
and his staff. But it was po use alter what
bad been said ; the Government were de-
termined to push the estimates through, snd
through they must go. A serious lesson
would, however, yet be taught them; there
wouid be a deficit at the end of the ygar,
and it the country is asked to make up the
deficiency it will force the people into re-
bellion. ~ Hon gentlemen might thick the
community was too small and widely scat-
tered, aud that the presence of the navy and
80 on would prevent such a thing, but the
pe'ple will first appeal to Her Majesty’s
Government, aod if Jjustice is pot done, the
consequeoces will be serions. It was not
until blood was spilt in Australia that exces-
sive taxation was done away with. There
tie Government thought they could seize
upon a man, and if be did not pay their ex-
bitant demands, tbey could cram’ him in
prison. Here a similar process of wringing
money from the pockets of the people was
being carried out.- Reitipl

Hon Pemberton hoped the representative’
members would go to the Executive, and if
no redress were obtained, petition tte Crowo,

Hon Birch said he bad heard a good deal
from the hon Victoria member about rebel~
lion, but' 'he bai himself been through the
Colony, and must say, he pever heard it
mentioned until within this Counuveil Cham-
ber. The hon member cried wolf ] until he
would find the wolf at his door. He had
listened with patience to the hon gentle-
man’s scheme, but did not look upon him as a
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and to follow
his suggestions, would soon bring the couns
try to confusion. He was always talking
about America and American ipstitutions
Tbe boo member, when he tatked of security
there, had not perhaps seen what he bad on
Amelican soil, a’ whole string of corpses ?
Perhaps ‘he liked Lynch Law; he (the
speaker) did not. Puget Sonnd was quoted
io support of his. arguments, but the bon
geotleman went on further, aod possibly did
not koow the condition of affairs further in~
land. No good and much barm might be
occasioned by the statements so frequently
made io this House, for which there was no
toundation. He bad been amorg the mipers
and they did nct say that they were overtaxeg,
and he did oot believe that the taxation was
$100 per head. There were many Indians
in the interior who owped their horses ang
cattle, and he regarded ‘six Indians as
equivalent to every white man in the coun-
try.

yHon Cox remarked that the winers of
Cariboo said they did not wish to live under
a more liberal Government.

Hon Pemberton #aid the Indians used to
number 75,000 this side of the Rocky Moun-
tains. He estimated the population of Van-
couver Island at'4000 and the mainland at
3000 (ob!)

Hon Robson said the population of Cari-
boo alone was 1200, and he fully believed
that of the Island was 5000, and the main-
land the same ; an entirely ioside view.
The Indian population of the united Colony
was 60,000, according tothe Rev Father

: Fouguet, who knew more about the question

than any liviog man, red, whits, or black.
Say. teo Indians are equal to a white man
under the present system of import duty, the
Indian pays in the same proportion for the
articles he consumes, and that will give a
population of 16 000, which divided by the
amount asked for would give a resalt of
$43 75 per head. He adwitted that this
was far too mueh, snd that we ought to be
governed for half that amount, but there was
this to be considered, that in makiog up the
total $700000 there were large arrears to
pay - which Vancouver Island could pot.
There was even the celebrated telegraphic
dispateh 10 pay for ; these sums swelled ap
the amount 1o a larger sum, (laughter) and
baving merried a wite over head and ears in
debt in ber maidenhood they were obliged
oow to put their hands in their pockets. It
was, to say the least, bad taste for hop
members from Victoria to talk about op-
pression, texation, bloodshed, treason and
rebellion. These demagogues might how!
and rant and roar from every pine tree and
slump between this and Cariboo, but they
could not raise such a feeling; they would be
ooly sowing to the wind and reapiog the
whirlwind. The less said in the House and in
the newspaper abou! credit being gone,
about rebellion, taxation to death, ete., the
betters: Those representations going forth
from the legislature and press brought about
what was said in the.next territory about
the people being serfs. It has been-through
such ridiculous statements and newspaper
articles that the credit of the country has
been destroyed abroad. He was in hope.
when everything had been brought to wreck
aod ruin io the late Uolony thec@ centlemen
would come back to us wiser it aot better
men, and notseck to thrust upun us the
same ideas that promuigated there. He (Mr
R) had an abiding and firm coufilence in
the destinies of the Colony it not destroyed
by a misdireoted | policy. Let us drop
treason and rebellicn aod go to work like
wise men to reduce the Estimates if we can.

Hon Macdonald called the House to order.

Hon [Ielmcken, in reply to the Hon
Robson, said that instead of the maiolind
being oppressed by Ugion with V:pcoaver
Island the boot was on the other leg; it was
the people of the Island who were tne
greatest sufferers by it and he regretted that
be ever saw a represeotative of the Island

in this House.  They bad married a bauk-
runt with a debf of over $1,200000 on ber
shoulders, The Island members wers pot
‘emagogues; they bed come there to express
“iaws, and to state that this Colony bus

"~ misgoverned so long as the

ig continued. The reason

~d._ beea ruined was the

“~arnmeat would not

veople when

~ be dooe.

‘sland

It the offize was to be coatinued at all, abol-

look back and reconcile the course he had
pursued with such a charge 2 The Govern~
ment and those who were determined to
support them might shut their ears to the
voice of retrenchment and carry these votes,
upon them should rest tre responsibility.
(The hon gentleman ‘replied with much
warmth and emotion to the gratuitous
insult offered by the bon member for New
Westmioster—the last in the House who
could afford "to throw cirt—and carried the
eutire [Iouse with him.)

Hon Helmcken—I - move that two clerks
be struck out.

Hon Pemberton—We don’t require two
clerks to tuke careof a treasury with
oothing in it. [ Lavghter ]

Hon Birch objccted to such a proceduce,
the clerks were necessary, how could the
banks manage without clerks to do their
business, or the H B Co ?

Hon Helmcken—The Company does

mach more business than the Goveroment of
this Colooy. [Launght-r].
: Oo division for erasure of two clerks,
ayes : Helmcken. DeCosmos, Pemberton.
For the erasure of one, ayee: Walkem, Mae-
donald, DeCosmos, Hela cken, Pemberton,
Stamp, Southgate, Smitb—8. Noes : Crease,
Hamley, Barnard, Birch, Ball, Robson,
Youog, Cox, Sanders, Trutch, Brew—11.

Onmotico of Helmecken the item of $400
for stationery was reduced to $200.. Noes :
Truteh, Baoders, Qox, - Robson, " Brew,
Crease, and the total passed less the reduc-
tion.

Assay Office, $3950.

Hon Truteh said be had hoped by adjourna
ment of this item that some proposition might
be made by which this burden mizht be re-
moved by amalgamation or otherwise. He
confessed that he was unable to appreciate
the necessity of maintaining it, although it
was an extremely useful office under able
management, more particularly in affording
miners reliable assays free of expense.
Numerous specimens had been forwarded for
assay, and valuable results in some cases
obteived. He was not inclined that aoything
indispensable should be entirely removed,
aod Therelore moved a resolution to the fol-
lowing effcot : That the Council is of opinion
that the Assay and Refinery office, however
useful to the colony at large, should be diss
pensed with unless made seli-supporting, but

ecative for placing the principal cffice bepg
where the land was of little value and therg
was very little to do. Itwasina false posi,
tion, and if retaived here no clerks were re.
quired.

Hon Birch said one would suppose, to heay
the hon gentleman, that there was really ng
land of any value between the Rocky Moug-
tains and the sea board. Why not propoge
a saving of $1900 by the amalgamation of
the offices ? propose that the Assistant Syr-
veyor be struck out ?

Hon Tratch said he found plenty to do
though, if the House thought fit 10 aboligt
the office, he should not object. About 7000
acres had been surveyed lust year, and town
sites laid oat at Seymour, Shuswap and
Freoch Creek. Otherwise the department
bad been chiefly engaged in repairs to roads
and keeping trails open:

Hon Pemberton objected to the Asgistant
Surveyor being struck out; he was an olg
auod faithful servant, well acquainted with the
nature of the land and the valuable property
oo the Island. Disputes might occur of far
more importance to the colony than the value
of his salary.

After some farther discussion the motion to
reduce ‘was lost.

Ayes—Pemberton, Walkem, Stamp, South-

te, DeCo-mos, Helmcken, Macdonald (7).

mith and Baroard outside the bar. = .
. The whole item was cafried by the same
vote. ; 5
Customs—$11,221 80.

Hon Helmcken remarked that the revenue
officer at Vietoria ought to be none oiher
thao the colliector himself. Victoria i od
will be the chief place, where the revenue ig
collected, and the head of the department
ought to reside there and look atter it. Apnd
what do we find? A large staff provided for
New Westminster, where scarce a boat is
to be seen, and ooly ove steamer arrives oaca
a-week. Although tbhe whole amount of
revenue is to be collected on the Island, yet
the collector is to be at New Westminster.
He could not conceive anythiog more absurd,
and fancied it must be a mistake in printing,
That he ought to be at Victoria none would
dispute. If he [De H | had his will, there
would be oniy one Custom House in the
whole Colony, and with the chief Collector
at Victoria, it would be both advantageous
and ecooomical. There was po necessity to

the Council would vote the amount proposed
with the gole object of enabiing the Governor
to make the necessary arrangements for its |
removal elsewhere, or its cootinnation in
connection with some of the banks; others
wise to abolish it, and no more money to be
required for compensation.

Hon Smith moved in amendment that it be
rewoved to Vietoria, where it might be made
to pay. It was a matter of no impor:.ance
to miners whether it was placed at Victoria
or New Westmioster, and would be of much
use to merchants and otbers at the former
place.

Hoo Walkem thought that apart from all
local jealousies the offics ought to be taken
to Victoria. where there were two banks and
where all the gold went.

Hon DeCosmos considered it a pity tho

bave separate Collectors at Victoria, Nanai-
moo, New Westminster and Burrard Inlet,
and it was a useless outlay. Take our neigh-
bors as an example : they bad one Custom
Houce at Port Townsend, to which foreign
ships could go no farther, the same policy
ought to be adopted in this Colony ; let there
be a central office at Vietoria, and thence to
apy other part sbculd be cossting. If we
wish to foster merchant marine, to give ens
couragement to those who live upon water
as well as upon land, we ‘must adopt thig
course. The Executive will find it work
economically, a landiog waiter being all that
was necessary, aod the trade of the Colony
would be preserved. He, therefore, moved
that it is the opinion of this Council that the
Custom House should be at Victoria, and
the reveoue officer at Victoria be struck out.

amount was ever pat into the HEstimates,
when it was known to be a losing conesrn.
Compens.tion was a mistake. if the em-
ployes we:e thonght entitled to compensation
let a message to that eflect come from the
Executive. Some might wish to continue a
non-paying office, but he did nor, and was
prepared to vote for its entire abolition and
to consider the question of compensation or
coontract.

Hon Smith quoted statistics 1o show that
the per centage for assay on the total yield
of gold last year ia the country would only
amount to $6306.

Hon Crease made a few remarks on the
position and working of the department and
tke advantages it offered,

Hon Young explained the origin of the
office, which was established on petition from
Victoria, but haviog been paid for by British
Columbia was placed here.

Hon Helmeken said it was better to abol-
ish it altogether, as private eaterprise could
do the work us well, perhaps cheaper. The
principle on which free assays were made
was that the p rties had to disclose where
their specimens were obtained, and sooner
than do that, in many cases they preferred
giving them to private assayers or sending
them to San Francisco. The department,
moreover, was incomplete without a crashing
machine. If the Government were going to
be 50 considerate for all the officials, they had
better feed them, clothe them, and black their
boots. How the hon Atiorney Geaeral, with
his intelligenee, could support the retention
of the offics he (Dr H.), could not under-
stand. He moved that it be struck out.-

Oan division, the amendment was lost and
[ratch’s motion carried by 15 to 4,

Auditor ral, $5250,

Hoa Wal moved.that the item pass.

Hon He e0 moved that the extra ‘clerk
be struck ;

Hoa Wi
temporary. :

Hon Helmcken—That means all the year
round.

Hon Birch maintained that the extra as-
sistance wad needed, ' I

Hon Southgate could not advooate such
cheese-pariog. . .

Tbe item passed.
Ohief Commissioner,
$6310. :

Hon Macdonald asked the head of the
departmeant if all the items under this head
were necessary ?

m—It is only provisional and

‘Lands and Works,

standing that the subject
again,

Hon Birch said this was a question of vot-
ing an amount for the requirements of the
Customs’' Depariment. This was not the
time for him to say whether he agreed with
the views of the hon member, as the matter
would come up hereafter.

Hon Hamly said that the vote woald only
be temporary, as changes were contemplated
in his department. The Govervor was awarg
of all the circumstances that could be made ag
to the position-of the chief office. He shoald
probably be at Victoria himself jmost of the
year. As regarded the officers, he would state
that he bad made the lowest estimate of
what the department required ; they all had
their hands pretty full and he did not ask for
one extra on account of the additional laborg
impoeed by Uunion. They would all find
ample employment daring the year.

Hon, Robson could not understand the
policy of foreign ships being prohivited from
proceeding farther than Vigtoria ; the hon.
member for Victoria could scarcely expect to
carry that out. Were not foreign ships ta go to
Nanaimo? No doubt it would suit the hon.
-member very well that the coal should be con-
veyed to Vic'oria—perhaps in Hudson Bay
Co.’s ships—and then shipped. It must be
a liberal mind indeed that would prevent
foreign ships going to Nanaimo lor cargoes of
coal, the chief exnort, except timber, from
Burrard Iolet. He (Dr. H.) would like no
doubt to build up a direct trade and make
Vietoria the emporinm of c,mmerce in the
Colooy [hear] but commerce ought to be
facilitated insiead of restricted, and he hoped
0o narrow minded restrictive policy would be
adopted, but a liberal oce.

Hon Helmcken asked if liberality consisted
in giving away what did not belong to us.
The hon member eviden'ly did not understand
the subject, and was not aware that foreign
ships might proceed to aay port beyond the
port of entry to load,
Uaderthe free trade system it was no expease,
but with the present system it would be a
waste of money to have more than ome dutis
able port.  As for its doing, New Westminster
barm, if there was no more trade done here
than he had seen since he came, it could not
do the place much Larmj the oaly loss would
be the removal of the office. The country
could not afford to pay for the convenience of
three or four ships.

The hon gentleman withdrew his motion ‘at
the reques: of the President, on the under-
was t0 come up

Chiet Commissioner—Indispensable ; ' the
only man that eould be dispeased with was
the draughtsman,

Mr DeCosmos thought.that by amalgamat~
ing this offica with the Colonial Secretary’s
department and edding one draughtsman, the
whole daties cou'd be well performed aod
the interests of the country served. As it
00w cxisted it was practically vseless. The
hoo gentleman here described the head office | ¢
at New Westminster, and the circumlocution
that he bad to eocounter to obtain ordinary
informationy ant afier all he found (hat the
district magistrate was the proper qnarter to
ap»ly for information, and not the laad office.

the " voige of the
w';q the oaly thin'g v
A dide rlxllembers from the ,.
s ol oltb come hers ty p,
os (L €y 8tood here equal, | .
40 equal to. any member
receiving no moaey f(or

free to
i €xpress their
80d * coavictions,

Salling epithet g
| could on|
0 mgmper himself, Qoqig he

savin

the jp

one pi ..

two clerks ..

Jof $244

ma | of the acreage surve,

that nothing hag been g,
the two ¢ler .

ish-all except the draughtsman, as the whole
“ing could be done with ths assistance of
“aclical man, and the services of the
disensed with, which would be a

" Perhaps they would be told

ved, althouzh Argus suid

" aa.  He woved that

**h the Ex-

little o no work:

Hon Macdonald could not understand whas

the work couald possibly be to employ so large
a staff and be therefore moved that one clerk
be struck out, with the officer at Burrard Ialet
and messenger,

Hon Birch suggested that the revenue officer

at Victoria be made provisional and temporary
and the Council might take his word that
the office should be dispensed with it possible:

Hon Soathgate suggested that the word
‘Victoria” be struck out,

Hon Hamley—It was put there by mistake.
Hon Helmcken—But a very disgraceful

mistake,

The word **Victoria” wag erased; the item of
1700 made provisional, and the whole amouat,

$11,221 80 passed.

Registrar Geaeral, $2,290—
Hon D¢Cosmos said we had besn properly

told we had oo many generals, and there was
no nec=ssity forsuch an officer in this place,
and this was no time to pay large salaries for
In Vancouver [slaa ), where *
& pro‘essional mAan was. reqaired, the work
could ba done in-one or two hours a day, aad
the rest of the tims devoted to professional
duties.

£ ks be 8truek ogt, -
emberton foupy faalt w,,_

He proposed to reduce the salary t0

by ) : i

but could not coast.

,"

e
$1000, which he considered amplé: It
roposed in tbe last session of the Ig
jegislature, to unite the office with the
Registrar of the Supreme Court, - He w
favor of having.a .Regis.ztrnr of Deeds
not in favor of paying him $1940 for ¢
jitle or nothing.

A motion to adjourn till Saturday 4
8.m., was here carried.

Saturday’s Sitting.
Saturpav, Feb., 23rd 186
BUDGET :

Hon Helmcken called the attention of
bon Colonial Secretary to the fact thg
wonld aflord much satisfaction to hou n
bers and the people generally, if the ex
tive would submit its budget 8o that it o
be seen what the policy of gove:nment
to be.

Registrar General, $2,290.

Hon DeCosmos agaio objected to this
ssserting that ue office bad been creatd
Vaocoover lslacd for an inividoal,
the salary raised to £400 tkrd
persoral friendship. He admitted
the law 8 it stood req ired a sk

rscn, and he bad every res
for the present incumbent, but pwhen
duties could be dope in two hours he
sidered that $1000 would be ample, &n

‘totally - unprepared for the priacip
aining ao office tbat was not

“whether in Vancouver Island or elses

Hon Young gave tbe bistory of the o
with the salary attached thereto by

..Liegislatu-e, and furpished details to

that it was a source of revenue. He con
ered the salary with the additional I
incurred by registration under the Billg
Sale and Homestead Acts if reduced w
be too low for a professional man to ace]
the present incumbent having alre
threatened to resign. Apart from this, h
ever, the motion could not be carried as
salary must be treated in the same way
the Crown salaries, and if the Co
thooght it too large the reduction could
‘be made by request to the Governor.

Hon Crease spoke in favor of retaig
the office intact

Hon DeCosmos said he had been enga
half a day in the Registry office, and sa
one but a boy ; the Registrar was in
chambers attending to bis private prac
and was the country to pay £400 a yesr
that ? This was what he objected to.
regardeC the present incumbent as a ma
integrity and ability, but his idea. was #
allowing the gentleman to follow his ch
bsr practice te pay bim adequately fo
-gervice rendered.

Hon Youog, in answer to Hon South
explained the circumstances under which
Regisirar had been permitted to practics,
the advantages offcred by the office for se
ing and transferring tities without the in
vention of lawyers,

Hoo Pemberton looked upon the officy
a most useful one and vould net vote fo
abolition. '

Hon Helmcken would vote for the amo
but thought the eystem of two offices
chievous. Wherever the largest popula
and the greatest number of registration v
‘the office should be. He did not regard
Act as perfect and did not know whethe
‘amount with practice was too large, but
be did know that the Governor recommd
ed the application of the law of Vanco
Jsland to the mainlaod. -

Hon Walkem preferred the system
registration adopted on the mainland, wi
the whole deed was recorded instead of
stracts made by professional gentlemen.
was glad to see one hon gentleman not
pared to support a viciou: system becaus
came from Victoria. He went in for econo

Hon Birch did oot approve of the syst
but the amount must be voted this year
-all events.

After some further comments Mr De(
mos’ motion was lost, only 3 votiog aye,
the item passed.

- Harbormaster, $1800, including Gov
-ment pilot and Superintendent for
Ship.

[ron HelmcRer=moved that this iten
struck oat; we did pot want a pilot
hon Colonial Secretary ‘ was governn
pilot, [laughter| avd as to the Light
‘that was utterly useless: There was
fact, nothing to do.

Hon Birch said he had been appoi
Chief Commissioner and now he was t
Goveroment pilot. This appointment ¢
from home in 1858, an‘! though he agl
that there was nct suffizient work for
harbormaster to do, there was every inten
fo utilise bim in another way in Viet
‘Where he would have duties in conped
with the customs and pilotiog.

Hon Young said the bon members
Victoria ought to be much obliged to
gentleman, as he had saved them from
‘uncomfortable position on the sandheads.

Hon Helmcken—That's a fact! |laugh
We might have been stuck there for a w
tbe Estimates passed and the country ruit
While we were on ooe sandhead we coul
-nothing with the-other sandheads [laught

‘Hoo DeCosmos regarded this as a gnes
of amalgamation:- It the steamer to the
tlemedts was to be coutinued; her cap
might be harbormaster and whet not d
ploved the vessel ¢ uld be nsed for lay
buoye. -The time now devoted was inadeq
for.the amount paid; he shoald, howe
Bot move for its abolition as the Governa
had made up its mind not to carry on
practical system of amalgamation.

Hon Stamp said the proposition was
Practicable as the duties could not be
tended to.

Hon Robson regretted the small salary
L down for the services of this officer.
‘8um asked for was so- contemplibly snf
that he hoped the Goveroment would
their way to increase it, and he moved
a&mendment that it be increased to $2250.
§ Hoo Helmcken replied that he voted

triking it out as the finances made it ind
Pensable to save all we can.

Hoo Robsou’s motion was lost—ayes 4

Hon Robsuo—Then blot bim out
’ﬁ!gether ; It is better to do that than to g

i a starvation salary. For striking o

yes —Southgate, DeCosmos, Helmel

The item of $1800 was carried.

Post Office, $3 420.

Hon Mucdooald moved that the wa

deputy” aud * harbormaster” at Vietd
¢ stinck out.

Hon Southgate opposed the erasurd
barbormaster, us a deputy would be reqa
10 the ubsence of the barbor master.

i




