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Jacfc Miner and the
A Peep at a Canadian Sanctuary.

NNCK

he ram twelve 
help. A man and boy 
hhA, but a great snow 
and they had to cut a 
the drifts while Jack 
brother across his 
deer carcass. Thirteen 
brought them to a lake 
body was placed in the bows of a 
rickety punt, and Jack paddled It 
home through the storm. The whole 
journey took him twenty-four hours, 
and changed him forever.

There came another black day 
Jack Miner saw his own little 
deathbed. And now all life became 
precious to him,, and the thought of 
taking it was abhorrent. He had al­
ways been a warm-hearted, bluff, 
witty fellow, but now there gushed up 
in his heart a well of pity which sure­
ly came from the same divine equrce 
as the tenderness of Saint -Francis. 
The hunter became the protector of 
the hunted. ,

Hard work had brought him into 
possession of a little tile factory and 
two hundred seres of unlovely land. 
He dug ponds and planted mulberries, 
Scotch firs, lilacs, and scores of roses, 
turning all he possessed into a bird 
sanctuary. Birds of every sort flock 
to him. He feeds -them through the 
winter, though he can ill afford it. So 
great in numbers has the flock, in­
creased that he has had to accept 
donations from his millionaire friends 
to help feed the poor starving birds. It 
now costs.him nearly $6,000 per year 
to maintain feed for them. Last year 
one good friend promised him $1,000 
pef year. Such gifts are very accept­
able to Jack Miner and I would sug­
gest to anyone interested to the ex­
tent- of hoping Mr. Miner that they 
se»^ their cheque direct to Jack Min- 
er3j)|r the ,$trd feed fund. Jack Miner 
feeti^, it iaSthS, Government’s place to 
provide'food ah they spend tens and 
tens of thousands of dollars in game 
wardens’ salaries and he challenges 
them to show any man as man# birds 
as he can at any one time. They tel!

r- .m 8È-&Ï r * ■
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his shouts of joy, but only 

ir saw him putting Ms head 
gosling in turn, and each

Editor Evening Telegram.
SL John's, Nfld. 

hly dear Mr. Editor:

By ARTHUR MEE.
t at Jack Miner’s Bird Sanctuary. Thus 
, Jack Miner has not only been made 

- • famous by the birds, but they have

.their friends, and each year the num- 
~ s of guests at Safety Inn is greater

ever’..,j;
The understanding of the birds is 

remerkabl'e. Although they have learn­
ed-to dread a gun, they show no fear

In your issue of Sept. 30th, I notice 
Isrticle re Jack Miner and his bird 
(sanctuary and have received many 
Betters from Newfoundland regarding 
Sanctuary from people who are inter­
ested in such. So great have the let­
ters come in, I am enclosing an article 
j which is well written by a Mr. Ar­
thur Mee. which you are at liberty to 
S-produce in your paper if you see 
|3. . 1

Yours very truly,
MANLY F. MINER.

Oct 31st, 1925.

| “JACK MINER AND THE BIRDS." 
a Peep at a Canadian Sanctuary.

(By Arthur Mee.)
It is good to Honor a fine man’s 

nemorv, but how 'li pleasanter it 
|s to hear about hin-'when h'e is still

also made the town of Kingsville 
known all over the world.

At fourteen, Jack was a woodsman 
helping his father, a poor -English 
emigrant, to fill twelve hungry mouths.
Yet they were only poor financially.
Jack was richest in the love of his 
brother Ted. Whenever their father 
said they had earned a'holiday these 
two would go off hunting in the wild 
woods. They could make camps, and
follow^ trail like Indians. They about but can tpll whether a bird is 
could imitate the calls of bird and warnlng the others, saying that all’s 
beast sp as to bring even the cunning t weU Qr mnrninK 
wolf up to a gun. They were more , Hundreds of people come each year 
curious than cautious, and ohee Jack tQ vjsjt this humble man’s sanctuary, 
crawled down a hole on top of a bear. ! and the Canadian Government have 
They were first-rate shots, and sup- ; forbidden any 8hooting within a tulle 
plp-cl the ira-'-Y *3 well as their 
homestead v . rc.

he fires close to them at one of their 
enemies, stoat, owl, or water-turtle. 
They fly to him when they are wound­
ed, and one vs believed to have come 
five miles to -die near Jack Miner. 
Once a whole family of wild geese 
ctuqe to the house, making a terrible 
noise, to tell’him that -a young one 
was choking near the pond. He says 
that he listens to : Chinamen's talk 
without being able to guess what it is

When these -anions were grown
plive. Therefore, let it be known be- men they Consented to take a friend

moose-shooting. Jack was driving the 
game towards the others when a shot 
rang out, and immediately afterwards 
a cry, “I’ve killed Ted!” Jack had, to 
master his great anguish an*. Act 
alone, for the other man was almost 
out of his wits. They were miles 
from another soul. First Jack had to 
bury his brother in snow, lest the 
wolves should smell the Mood; then

|ore we go a step farther, where 
Kingsville, Ontario, Canada, is. It is 

|he most southern town in Canada in 
Essex County, nestled on the north 
shore of Lake Erie, with a population 
If two thousand people, but, during 
|i e migration season of the year, the 
i:\vn grows from two thousand in 

puiation to ten thousand by sight- 
cers who motor to see the birds

H H q) H r l n)H ?r I r l r l H °lr I rl r t rl r lr i t
i. trrot, whq killed a bird eai-rying 
s verse: “For me to live is Christ,

Boys and Girls tell your parents and 
friends to buy their Sunlight Soap, 
Lux, Hudson’s Soap Powder, Lantic 
Granulated and Icing Sugar here.

The wrappers and box fronts of above ar­
ticles are worth a large, number of votes. In 
addition to the votes you receive for wrappers 
and box fronts and the Swan Soap Coupon, you 
get 1,000 votes here for everÿtdollar’s worth of 
goods of any description puiÿhased for cash. 
Every dollar paid on account : is wforth 1000 
votes. Contest begins Monday. See next week’s 
ad. V " | ;... ;

iTlin' - I '*!

of it. Wild swane, halt killed by Nia­
gara, are brought to him.

Some jrrars ago, in order to discover 
what became of those guests who did 
not return, Jack Miner started" to wrap 
aluminum tags* round a bird’s leg, 
having first inscribed on the tag his 
address and. a message from the Bible.

some trader that 
on» m these Lags has been brought in 
by a poor Ebtimo, Jack Miner feels 
that his pet has not come to a bad end 
in feeding the hungry. Often these 
bird-borne messages have had a 
strange significance-for the finder. It 
was a young soldier, soon going to

this
and to die is gain."

But Miner does grudge the tame 
birds which fall a victim to sports­
men who wait for them just over the 
mile ifinit, intent on getting the rare 
ones Jack Miner is trying to save 
from extinction; and he does grudge 
the grub-destroyers wMch ignorant" 
farmers kiU as wheat eaters. To con­
vert these people he decided to pub­
lish a bopk. Many educated friends of­
fered to write it for him, bnt he would 
not put his name to another man’s 
work, and one day he went off into the 
woods, pitched" his tent, and started 
to write, he i«ho had never read a 
book 'through in' his life. His volume 
is full of wit and interest, but perhaps 
the most, charming thing in it is his 
vindication of the wild goose.

Why do peoule say "stupid goose?" 
Geepe are not surpassed by any other 
birds In intelligence, courage and fi­
delity.

The Canadian wild goose is a big, 
hàndsome fellow, with a black neck, 
head, tail and feet. He flies about 
flfty miles an hour, lives as long as 
hiftnan beings, and is faithful to one 
mate. Jack Miner once had a Widow­
ed goose who mourned her mate for 
tour years, until the sight of her mis­
ery became unbearable, and it seemed 
merciful to kill her.

They are wonderful parents, and 
the gander will let no ope. not even 
Jack Miner, come: near the nest. Hear 
the story of Mr. and Mrs. Johnson. Mr. 
Johnson put to flight cart-horse, 
and men who ventured near, bt 
could not ward off the mysterious 
ness which fell upon his 
left the hist, and while he 
her, the

PHONE NOS:— 

123 & 4231

wings after- 
iW the sick toother 

them, falling do*n 
from weakness ère ry tew yards. The 
father ran too and fro between Ms 
babies .and his wife till they were all 
united.

But now eotoeone else arrived, the 
-foster-mother! As soon as she ap­
proached MY. Johnson gave the old 
hen a terrible blow with his wing 
which sent her flying back to the yard. 
The goslings were not long In follow­
ing, full of sympathy. When the fath­
er saw them caressing her .he realized 
his mistake. From that moment he 
took her, too, under his protection, 
and they all lived together like one 
family. /

Even mote beautiful is the story of 
David and Jonathan. They were part 
of a family of live. One day they 
were fired upon; two Of these geese 
were killed' and one gander was 
brought down with a broken wing. 
Miner persuaded the men to give him 
the.wounded bird, and he did what he 
could for 1L Presently the remain­
ing goose and gander returned, and 
circled round and round as though 
they distrusted all men, even Jack 
Miner, now. But when the wounded 
gander called, thw came down to him 
St once.

A little later the call of migration 
came, and the great flock of wild 
geese which had wintered with Jack 
Miner went north, the wounded bird's 
sister with them. But his brother 
stayed behind. It was a touching 
sight to see Jonathan making short 
flights, and returning when he saw 
David’s efforts to rise were in vain. 
All the neighbors were moved by his 
devotion, and no more geese were 
shot in the district, though the. Gov­
ernment had not yet forbidden it.

For seven years the faithful birr' 
stayed at his brother’s side, cham­
pioning him when danger seemed to, 
threaten, and denying the strong ; 
migratory spirit tor his sake. Then, 1 
oarly one morning, Jonathan was I 
found dead on the snow. A huge i 
horned owi had attacked them, and I 
while David had crept to shelter ini- ' 
der the bushes Jonathan had faced 
the owl in the darkness, and had hfs 
eyes struck out by its fearful talons j 
All day long people kept telephoning ! 
to know if it were true that old Jona­
than was dead, and the whole place 
was glad to hear that the cannibal , 
was caught when he returned to finish 
his meal the next night.

A happier ending came to the defi­
ance of two monster eagles by two 
ganders.

As jack Miner crept up, gun to 
hand, he saw these two geese with 
spread pinions protecting their cow­
ering wives, while the eagles squatted 
on the snow .ten feet off. Every- now 
and then the strangers would take a 
few steps to one side, and the defend 
ers would follow suit. For eoc*ff Ions 
strained minutes they fac ff‘ each 
other. -Then the eagles sprang into 
the air and sailed- away. Jack Miner 
put up his gun,, thankful that it was 
not necessary, and wishing that m- 
would arbitrate instead of fighting 
and striking.

One Jack Miner had tyo Egyptian 
geeae who were bullies. They at­
tacked a wild duck, whereupon an old 
Canadian gander flew up and aent them 
flying with two blows of his pinions. 
He returned to his family at once, 
but the culprits never dared to repeat 
their murderous' attempt.

It is sad to think that when a flock 
of wild geese comes wearily over the 
seas from Scandinavia to England, 
their welcome is death at the hapde 
of some hunter hidden In th^ Suffolk 
Marshes.

Jack Miner's love for the birds seems 
easier to understand than speh blood- 
lust, nor can We wonder st his saying 
that he wouhj rather be a gate-keeper 
in the house of the Lord (that is, a 
poor friend of the birds) than dwell 
In the tents of wickedness. Long may 
he enjoy his life, and soon may he see 
the realisation of his great hope that 
every golf course may be dotted with 
groves, and become a bird sanctuary!

—......... ...

Cleaning glassware, sil­
verware and everything 
around tilë house is a plea­
sure when you use Pearline.

STORE

Again—Another Big
f WEEK t

AT ST. JOHN’S LARGEST MEN’S AND BOYS’ CLOTHING STORE.
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OUR GUARANTEE 
GOES WITH 

EVERY PURCHASE.

Mens
English

RAGLANS
Guaranteed Weatherproof Coats 
with Oil Check and Wool Lin­
ings, and other makes.

til f
No man can be disappointed; 
there are styles and colors to 
meet every taste, and sizes to 
fit all builds.

1 & 2 

Pants

RCOATS
Thai Cannot be Equalled at Anywhere Near 

These Low Prices!
OUR STORE MEANS “ST. JOHN’S 
LARGEST EXCLUSIVE CLOTHING 
STORE!” i
Our assortments mean the greatest collec­
tion of fine quality Clothing ever brought 
together under one roof.
Our Values are the talk of the entire coun­
try. Big volume buying and a big volume 
business enables us to buy at prices that 
are impossible for any other store to equal.

BLUÉ
SERGES, CHEVIOTS, UNFINISHED 

WORSTEDS.
Blue Suits are in great favor. Practical 
and dressy, a Blue Suit is a necessity in 
every man’s wardrobe. ' Our stock of Blue 
Suits is the most complete in the entire 
city. Smart all Wool fabrics in the newest 
models—For men, young men and conser­
vative men.

OVERCOATS ’
IN A GREAT DISMAY.

All, Wool .Coats in hundreds of different 
patterns and colors. There are big Warm 
Ulsters, with full belts and half belts, Box 
Co^ts in-solid colors and novel effects—
Every man can be fitted.

Men’s 
Trousers 

2.40 to 5.95
Serges, Worsteds, Cheviots 
and Cassimeres. Sizes for 
every man including stout 
men.

Stanfield’s
UNSHRINKABLE

‘ UNDERWEAR
FOR MEN AND BOYS

oin all grades and sizes, at
Guaranteed Lowest-in-the- 
City Prices.

1 Men’s 
Pullover 
Sweaters
In all. grades and sizes. ^

1.75 tip lo 2.60

BOYS’
STRAIGHT LEG

SUITS
Ages 8 to 17 years.

9.98 11.98
materials,Finest 

Fall weight.
———

ST. JOHN’S LARGEST 
BOYS’ DEPARTMENT

One & Two Pants Suits 
and Winter Overcoats

y .95 0.95 i| 2*9$ *| ^-95
The sturdiest of fables—the popular colours-r-failored to retain their

shape and give long wear. ^ . <

TOLL-OVER 
SWEATERS

4f ■> iw rntmmRUM
I Ages 4 to 12 years. 

All shades.


