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CHAPTER 1,
“Father, you are killing me,” he
waid, so faintly that Sir George re-

traced his steps, and bent over him.
in alarm. !

“My dear, dear boy, what do you‘
mean? What have I done?

The thin fingers of the invalid clos-
ed on his own with feverish haste.

“I cannot bear this suspense. If
you go awa¥ and leave me a prey to

youth, spending mone than the income
allowed me by my father, and there-
fore frequently getting into debt, a
friend as rash as myself introduced
me to some money lenders, Of éourso,
my affairs became more involved after
I- fell into their clutches; in fact, 1
went deeper and deeper in the mire,
until they entangled me in a transac-
tion so nefarious, that, consefence~
stricken at my own folly, I went to
my father, made a clean breast of it,
and. entreated the goo® old map to
supply me with the money to settle
the claims of the scoundrels whe had

been making me the!r tool and their
victim.”

“Did” he do this?™ asked Charlie,

eagerly.

“Yes. When he had overcome his

the horrors your looks have cqnjured' anger at, my conduet, he complied

up, I shall go mad. Tell me the worst
it you love me, and I will endure it.”
his

“Even if it be ruin®”’
hoarsely asked.
“I think sa. added,

‘“Even that

Yes,” he
next moment,
borne if there is no disgrace—"

“Mercy!—oh! my son, mercy!”

-and came ¢o town with.me,

feel uneasy about it.

But the

wily fellow who had me in his clutches
father ; gyvaded us, whether in revenge for &
slight T had put ypon him, or because |
1119: he theught it would pay better to hold !
may be : the bill in terror over me I know
! not;

and as time went on, T ceased to
But now, after

" A film came across Charlie Ormsby’'s | the lapse of all these years, I receive
sight as those words were gasped in' a request for the payment of the ori-

has ears,
pletely stunned that speech seemed to
have left him.
Sir George had dropped ‘on his knee
beside his chair, and was bhowing ‘his
head “Nile deepest abasemént, all the
that had hitherto received
revived, and his
arm was thrown caressingly over the
shoulders of the kneeling man.

“Father, take courage. Whatever

epare mother and Lil if we can.”

“But can we?—can we?”’ gr‘oauedl
“It is of them I am think- |
‘ng. Effingham
Will he wed my

Sir George.
is tenacious of his
honor
when my name is in the mouth of |
every gossip, and branded - with

crime?”

“l cannot believe that my father ed!

ever eommitted one deliberately,” his,

“Ay:
justice, others will not.

but though you do me this
It happened

in this way, Charlie: Years and years

Has you baby
Virol smlle?

Well nourished _babies are
happy babies : fretfulness is an
*indication of a faulty diet, -

The Virol ‘fed- ‘baby is known'

because  Virol

construed int
sonis’ xood

child’s marriage brokea off, and her
hopes. blighted because

pain.

it would's»
“And yet u we would avmd the pub-'

and at first he was so 00’“" ginal sum, with enormous interest.”

“It cannot be demanded. The law

But when he saw that : parg any such claim.”

“Ay, the law might, Charlie; but

this letter hints that if I attempt to
avail myself of the statue of limita-
tions, all the circumstances of the af-
fair will he made public.
mit to have all the evil deeds of my
youth laid bare—the weakness
made,me the dupe of craftier men,

Can I sub-
that

guilt—my
and my

deliberate
& tarmnisled;”

father
is held up to the world as-a forger and

her

daughter a villian?”

“Hush — hush!” exclaimed the

a | younger Ormsby, writhing with mental |

“This must-—thu shau be gvoid-
Be calm, father. ’I‘hero is sure-
ly a way out of the difficulty if we set

ourselves to find it. You hint that re-

venge must have led the fellow to act

in this manner? How did you offend
him?”

“Turned my back upon him, when,

on the strength of having discounted |

some bills for me, he presumed to

claim my acquaintance at the opera.”

+“Secarcely offense enough to induce
a man to forego his rights all these
years for the very doubtful chance of
annoying you now, Think again, sir.”

Sir. George leaned his head on his
hand, and pondered -a. while.

“No, 1 cannot recall anything else.
1 heard, or famcied I heard, that Hat-
them Goldryng was dead; but the re-
port must have been a false one?”

“Matthew! ' Are you sure the fel-

low’s name was Maithew? The signa~

ture here,” and Charlie peinted to the
letter which his father had laid on his

+| knee, “is Lucas.”
“Perhaps miy memory i& at fault”

said Sir George. “Howevér, this is of
but slight imfport compared with the
face that the demand {s made and thlt
to meet it.”

Hetty we dread; it must ‘be met,” his
gon reminded him. ;

“But” how—hut how? 'Lily’s mar-
riage and the payment of her dower
drains me of what ready money I had.
| Gracious Heavens! this 1s too terrible
a blow for living man to bear!” and
Sir Gmo was starting up with a

the advice of & llv’g;m will bind
him down to hold to his bargain—
but to learn what he really usuu- to
be at.” g

“You have a clnror hud that X
have,” Sir George murmured, “but you
.are setting me a most detestable task.
How shall I be able to keep my tem-
per with the scoundrel who has been
lying in wait for an opportunity to
crush me?” !

“If you think you canmot be tem-
perate and wary, their is no resource
but to send Thaxter & Vellum to treat
with the fellow.”.

The baronet winced at the proposal;
how could he make such a confes-
sion gs it would invelve to the high-
ly-respectable solocitors who were
now employed in drawing up his
daughter’s marriage settlements?

“I suppose you are right. I shall
have to go myself; but if he should
prove very extortionate, what shall. I
do? I cannot consent to burden ihe
property that should descend to ‘yo'{x
intact.” ‘

Charles Ormsby laughed bitterly.

“As if it signified to a dyipg man!
Save the name, father; there’s my
mother and Lil to be thought of; don't
let disgrace touch them, but let the
rest go.”

“Is my boy worse?’ demanded Lady
Ormsby," who had just. entered the
room, and was startled at finding her
husband leaning in a despondent at-
titude over the invalid’s chair.

With a reassuring smile, Charlie
put out his ilands to her, and, signing
to his father to leave them, he drew
his mother nearer and nearer till he
could lay his head on her bosom. He
was suffering intensely; perhaps it is
not too much to say that he had re-
ceived a shock that would influence
the remainder of his life, whether
long or short- He had loved his
father with a reverential affection
that young men nowadays rarely be-
stow upon their parents; and to learn
that Sir George had committed a deed
that he, with his still higher sense of
honor, would have shrunk from, both
shocked and stung him.

“Something has dintressed you, my
son,” Lady Ormsby exclalmed “Sure-
1y you have not beef disputing with
your father?” ’

“Not I, mamma, mia,” he answered,
with forced gayety. “I am enly—what
shall T call {t?>—hipped this mo!;nlng,
in the humor to yearn for a little of
your petting, and to think that there’s
go little in this world worth having
that it's quite as well my stay in it
promises 40 be a brief one.”

“You break my heart when you say
| such things as these, mon fils,” the
lady sobbed. But Charles Ormsby did
not answer, His head lay more heav-
ily on {its resting p‘lace. for he~had
fainted, and it was some days before
he was able to quit his own chamber
again. i .

His‘ indignation growing hetter and
flercer as _he left the presence of his
son, Sir George Ormsby, with the let<
ter in his pocket that had evoked it,
quitted the house djrectly, and walked
to the nearest edb stand.

The demand of his strange creqnor
was written” from an out-of-the-way
city square—one of those queéer little
nooks which we sometimes light up-
on in the rear of some busy thorough-
fare, and that has -the air of having
grown moldly with age and disuse. Yet
the tall houses in the small quad-
rangle, whose centre was blt/mk\od up
. with an ugly and decaying church, had
been built for a wealthier class than
now tenanted them. The rooms  were
lofty, the oaken staircases broad and
handsome; and where shabbily-dress-
ed, Jewish-looking men now bhnled
to and fro, mly-attired city dnmea
and foppish lm.nx had once played
their brief parts. :

: (To be continued.)
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dozen.

Dessert Forln-—“.ﬂ tnd “0!
a-dozen.

Soup Spoons—$7. 50 a d

a dozen.

Be s§oou—42.oo each. %
Togzm erver—$2.00 each. . &
Sugar Tongs—§1.20 and $1. 50

Pio Servers-—-sa 60 each.
Pearl Handle Butter Knife—
$2.50 each.
Pickle Fork—$1.00 each.
SAD IRONS.
Mrs. Potts, set $2.50.
Dover, $2.50 set.
Asbestos, Hot Iron, Cold Handle,
$3.40 set,
SLEIGH BELLS. , ..
Neck Straps—Brass wired on,
$1.80; $2.00, $2.25 and $2.70.-

Nlckle Neck Straps—-—$2.70:

3 Open Bells on Strap—65c., 95c.
and 51 10. :
Bod 9 Brass Bells wir-

({ on $2.30.

White Metal Bells rivetted on.

88 Bells .1 . oo ov . 440
19 Bells: . .- a2 30N
36 Bells .. . .$7.50

Silver Plated Body Stnps, 36
Bells rivetted on .. ..$10.00
Shaft Chimes—On Metal Frame,
3 Brass Bells 45¢, and 50c,
4 Niekle Bells $2.00, $2.10 and
$2.25.

Sleigh or Carriage Pad Chimes—
1 Bell and Dangler Chime,
$2.40,

3 Bell Chime $3.20 and $4.00.
8 Bell and Dangler Chime,
$4.00.

CARRIAGE WHIPS.

We are showing a nice assort-
ment for 40c., 45¢. and 50c.
Leather Handle Whips—50c.,

&5¢. and 60¢c. -
Leather Handle Whips with steel
rod— 70c. and 75¢. ™

WALKING STICKS.
! (Fitted with spears).
We are shawing a_ nice assgr
ment from 70¢. to $2.50 eacﬁ
NICKEL KETTLES.
$2.60, $2.80:and $3.25 each.:

ALUMINUM ¢ COFFEE 'PER-

smvnn mun WARE. .
$3.50 and-

Table spoo;.s_ss.so and $6.00 ; )t

‘Butter Spreads—ﬁ. 0 an 38 6(0 ;

Extra Long Neck Straps—ss,Ko. )

COLATER—$2:40 ¢ach:
ENAMEL TEA POTS. 1
$1.10, $1.20, $1.25, $1.30 and‘
$¥50 each.
ENAMEL KETTLES.
$1.25, $1,50, $1.70, $2.00 and
$2.30 e’ch

THE NEYLE-SOPER
HARDWARE CO., LTD.
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Old Country Miners to
Take Strike Ballot

ANOTHER COAL CRISIS - 18- EX-
PECTED EARLY IN THE NEW
YEAR.

LONDON—(Canadian ' Press).—This
country expects another ' cbal crisis
in the New Year. The Miners’ Feil-
'eratlon, as already announced, has or-
dered a ballet to-be taken: emong the
miners as|to the advisability of ter-
minating the existing wage agree-
ment. The miners invariably vote ac-
cording to the desireS of the Feders
ation, and the Federation now advis-
es them to vote for termination.

If the vote is in favor of termin-
ation of the agreement, as expected,
three months’ notice will then be givs
en, and the intermin will’ be spent in
prelimindry - negetiations. The out-
look\ for these negotiations ending
satisfaetorfly would not be very hope-
ful, for when once the Minors’ Fed-
eration -once sta moving towards
drastic action it gathers a momentum
that is almost impossible to arrest.

The confiict,” It 1t actually breaks,
will come just ahout the time of the
‘introduction of the budget in  the
'House of Commion#, which truly Will
make a time of real testing if the
Labor Party i at the head of the
Government. Under “the present ag:
reement the ‘minimum. wage of the
'nliners ‘forms a first; cifirge on the

5% % je ‘u 12 404040

{Q4< jojo fa)o

Gl

2 "J jo o

Clmsfmas ;

ALL MADE IN GREAT BRITAIN.
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~_HENRY BLAIR’S

GROSSMITH’S ORIENTAL PERFUMES and ’
BATH CRYSTALS.
Phul-Nana, the fascinatmg Indian Perfume,

- with an exquisite and lasting fragrance.
Hasl}:No-Hnm, the Scent of the Japanese Lotus
Wana-Ranee, the Perfume of Sunny Ceylon.

- Shem-El-Nessim, the Scent of Araby.
A Christmas Gift of Phul-Nana or any of

_ Grossmith’s Perfumes brings more than passing

pleasure, for its fragrance remains a constant

» and delightful reminder of the giver., Each

bottle put‘up in a fancy Box.
All one price—$1.50 each.
GROSSMI’!‘H’S ORIENTAL
BATH CRYSTALS
in Phul—Nana, Hasu-No-Hana, Wana-Ranee, and
~Shem-E]-Nessim-80c. Per Bottle. 3
Grossmith’s Perfumes and Bath Crystals are

- the best-value you can buy.

HENRY BLAIR
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A PEARL NECKLET
THlS, CHRISTMAS !
@Igur Pcurlg

TRAGE MaRs BEG g MT PP,

;HEY are made in iridescent and

beautiful high lustre satin finish.

‘They are replicas of the priceless
gems which are 8o rare.

’

They are indestructible.

They are beautifully cased in settings
that are worthy of the pearls.

They are sold exclusively
by

*T.J. Duley & Co. Ltd.

liable-
Jewellers¥ & Optictans.

Theéy are priced frbm $7.00
to. $25.00 a Necklet.
They are guaranteed.

Paint Bargain

Red Paint
$2.50 gala
HARDWARE

w G, PIPPY 'l‘insmilll
452 Water Streot '
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“ would. those old kings and queens have
if they could have tasted SCHRAFFTD
ATES?

or, science has such progress been made as in candy

Taste Schrafft’s Chocolates to-day and-think what

and queens of olden times weuld have given for

jous morsels. Our stock is always fresh and com-

fall the popular flavers and assortments. . -
R T T T T 6,
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Blft Statmnery'

i . JUST OPENED

A BEAUTIFUL,LINE OF

GIFT STATIONERY.:
DX TO SUIT EVERY ARTISTICTASTE.

il’rices from $1.00 up to $7.50.

| S. E. GARLAND ,

Bookseller & Stationer, 177-9 Water Street.

. HARD WE%RINC'
by a Firm of World-wide Reputation
& Uniformity of Quality «

SONS LTP. WIDNES.

S STORES,Ltd.
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