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LLEGAL

From the Evidence of Mr. G. P. Wells, Secretary of the Mountain
Lumbermen’s Association, B efore the Special Parlia-
mentary Committee on March 20th last.

CHAPTER 1I1.

To Start Retail Association. |

Q. On page 238 he says Mr. Jones|
stated he would call a meeting at Cal-
gary for the purpose of starting a re-
tailers’ association at Calgary. Do
you know anything of that? It was
moved by somebody and seconded by
Mr. King that at the next meeting
they should hear Mr. Jones’ state-
ment-as to the starting of the retail
association?

A. "Yes; it was in connection with
the discussion which had previously |
taken place with regard to manufac-|
turers” yards, and Mr. Jones stated,
I believe, that when the retail asso-
ciation was organized for Alberta
that it would settle these questions
some way, but in what way I don’t
know.

Q. Is there any arrangement be-
tween the two companies with regard
to having corresponding advances n
prlu~'

A. What two companies?

No Arrangement.

Is there an arrangement between
the Coast and the Mountain that
from time to time they will make
corresponding advances?

A. A definite arrangement that they
will from time to time make ad-|
vances?

Q. Well, any arrangement at all
about keeping alike about prices?

A. No; there is no arrangement «f |
that kind.

Q. Then what does this correspon-
dence between the secretary of the
British Columbia Mountain associa-
tion and the secretary of the other
association ;about making the corres-
ponding advance in several lines, “as
done by us,” mention his name in
correspondence and telegrams between
the asociation as_to advances of
prices? Is not that an arrangement?

A. No.

Q. What would you call it?

Just ““Advice.”

A. I would eall it an advice that
they were going to regulate their
prices according to:what was done
by us.

Q. It doesn’t say regulate, but
that the prices will be advanced.

A. The advance of prices would
altogether depend upon what we did.

Q. Do you remember the ecorres-
pondence?

A. No, I don’t.

Q. You have never had it brought |
to your notice?

A. No sir.

Q. And you don’t agree with me? |

A. No sir.

Q. What is the reason for making a |
compromise like that?

A. I don’t consider it a compromise,
Is it a compromise?

Q. Yes. |

A. I don’t know any reason. for it.

Q. These are men dolng a large|
business and they come to this ar-
gangement with a ll\&l agsociation
with regard as to what s t6 be the
rule—in fact as to how much money
they can get from the manufacturer? |

A. 1'don’t know what object there |
would be execept to show that if they |
were to econsider it necessary to (ul—:
vance prices it would dcpeml upon
what was done by the Mountain |
people. |

Q. What is the idea about making
this arrangement?’ If they are pre
pared to make advances there must |
be some consideration for a compro-
mise like that. {

A. Well, what do you suggest? 1|
cannot think of anything.

Q. I am asking you ii you can |
think of any reason why ‘a compro- |
mise like that should be made with- |
out any consideration from the other |
side?

A. don’t know. ‘

Q. I)n you mean us to believe that |
after this correspondence concluded |
the compromise with you to advance |
when you advanced, tnat after all|
that corespondence there was no |
agreement on your part to l\e«'p in |
harmony with ‘them? 4 {

A. Well, if they were going to|
make an advance and if we did,
would not that be a corresponding |
promise on our part? |

Q. Was there no agreeemnt on your
part to keep in harmony with thun;
prices?

“It is Understood.

Well, presume it is understood that
we should keep in harmony with
them.

Q. I presume it was unfk‘rﬂuo«l‘
that you would kegp in harmony with |
all their prices? |

A. Yes.

Q. As a matter of honor?

A. As a matter of honor. ;

Q. You probably wrote similar |
letters to this?

A. I may. 1

Q. Did you? -

A. I don’t know. .

Q. Don’t you know that if in your
correspondence there is nothing to|
intimate that your association 18]
keeping in harmony with their prices? |

A. 1 don’t think so. |

Q. Is there nothing asking them
to come up to your prices?

A. I don’t set down the prices.

. Do you think that after these |
Jetlers that you are free to sell ¢s
you like?

Merely a Matter of Honor.

A. Well, I don’t know. We are free |
to sell as we-like. There is mevely |
a mater of honor about it.

Q. But were you in honor bmmd}
not te cut prices below what exis (t‘(l
with the coast people?

A." Well, I presume that there was.
I don’t know whether there was or
not.

Q. Well, now, do you consider that
your association was in honor bound
not to cut the prices arranged witl 1'
the Coast people?

A. That would be ecutting on our
own prices.

Q. ¥ am not asking about your|
own prices, but about cutting on the
figures arranged with them. Would
you consider that you weré in hm}or
bound to the Coast people to main-
tain a certain price?

Bound to Maintain Price.

A. 1 think so.

Q. You think you were in honor
bound to the Coast people to main-
tain a eertain price?

| about anything?

| sceiations agreed to do what was ad-

| agree on?

another periectly if they did not act
| in harmony?

| that or they would be despised?

{ a man who did not stand by any
| minute or any position that was

| responding money advantage?

| Mr. Leach?

| opinion of what we required was a
| staple list which .would be main-

| reasonable basis and keep them there

A. In a way.

Q. Whnt do you mean by “in a
way”'?" You were in honor bound te
ms nntum a certain price?

A. In a way. I do not know |
whether there was a distinct under-
standing that we should maintain cer-
tain prices with the Coast people.

Q. You say you were in honor
bound to maintain a certain price
to them, were you?

A. I do not think we considered
we were honor bound to maintain a
certaln price to the Coast peoplé ex-
cept in a way.

Q. What do you mean by ‘in. a
certain way”’? .

A. I mean this: that if we set a
price list of Qur own' it is understood
that we will maintain it as well as |
we can,

Coast People Would Have a Kick.

Q. And are you honor bound to

the Coast people? Would they have
any kick with you il you did not do

A. I presume they would have a|

| kick.

Q. You think they would have a
reasonable kick?
A. I do.

r
! the square thmg* 1
[
|
\
|
1

Q. You think they would have &|

| reasonable kick if you started out-'

ting prices?

A. It would be a breach of gw:d]
business principles. '

Q. It would be a breach of under-
standing?

A. No; a breach of good business |
principles.

Q. You met in a joint conference, |
did you not? Did you not talk about |
prices?

A. Yes, we did.

Q. Did you come to any under-|
standing? i

A. Yes.

Q. Have you come to any u::dm‘-i
standing about prices with them? |

A. Not that I konw of. |

Q. You talked prices with; them, |
but you never came to an understand- |
ing? |
A. No |

Q. What did you talk prices \\1th
them for? {

A. We discussed prices of vm'loua‘t
items and what we considered should
be charged for them. }

Q. Were there any people who are|
here now at this meeting? “

A. I believe so,

Q. Who?

A. Mr. Heaps and Mr. Lewis, I|
think. ‘

Q. But you never came to any
understanding about prices in \uur
conference with those people?

A. No.

Q. Nor came to any understanding |

[
A. 1t depends on what you mean |

| by understanding. |

Q. What do you mean?
Whatever ‘““Advisable.’” ,
A. We discussed many things per-‘

| taining to the lumber business and

whatever we considered adwvisable ‘to]

| do. 1f yon consider that an. under-| !
| ment to stand by the general price?

standing there was one,

Q. You came to a conclusion as to |
what was advisable to do, and you
were agreed on that?

A. We were.

Q. - The representatives of both as-

visable?
A. Yes.
Q. For example, what did they

A. I do not know.
Q. Were they honor bound to do|
what was advised afterwards?
A. I do not think so.
Free, But—
Q. They were perfectly free, and
you think that they would respect one

A. I do not think they would.

Q. Do you think they would have
despised one another if they had not
agreed in harmony in doing that
thing they thought advisable?

Ai° ¥es;

Q. Therefore, there was at least thi®
about it: they adopted a certain min-
ute or conclusion regarding their bus-
iness, and they were either bound by

A. If you wish to put it that way.
I would look down upon and despise |

reached for the best interests of the
business.
Q. In a joint meeting like that?
A. Yes.
CHAPTER IV.
Q. In fact, you man us to undr-

| stand that business men do not L()!
{ all the way over the Selkirk moun-
| tains and down to the Pacific coast

uniess there is going to be some cor-

A. Probably not.
Q. I see on page 259 the minute
there refers to a Mr. Leach. Who is

A. He is one of the manufacturers,

Q. Where does he live?

A. At Cranbrook.

Q. He is a highly respected mem- |
ber of the assogiation?

A. Yes.

Would Regulate Production.

Q. Well, I see he advises ““a con-

servative advance,” and stated his

tained for an appreciable length cf|
time, put our prices upon a right and |

through all conditions by regulating
the production. Do you remember
him saying that? |

A. Ii it is in the minutes he mu: t‘
hun- said it.

Q. A very difficult thing to regu.
late produetion; a very unusual thlnp
is it not?

A. Tt would be.

Q. You were present at the meet-
ing?

A. I must have been.

Q. And you no doubt heard it and
took it down?

A. Yes, I remember now, since you
have drawn my attention to it.

Q. How was it received?

A. I don think it was even discus-
sed.

Q. Treated with silent contempt?

A. No.

Q. Passed over, then?

A. Passed over. That is a different
thing.

| about prices?

PAGE SEVEN.

Didn’t Know.

Q. Talking about that:- I under-
stand that certain plans have been
made to raise the price of lumber
in a few days?

A. I don’t know.

Q. Would you know if there had
been a raise?

A. I would know if there had been
a general raise in our district by our
association.

Q. Have you read in the newspa-
pers that there is to be a raise?

A. I have read the statement in
some.

Q. Are vou prepared to say that
it is not true?

A. I am mepared to say it is not
true regarding our ussociation.

Prices Discussed Jointly.
Q. On page 281 there is a record of
a joint meeting of the British Colum-
bia and Shingle Manufacturers and
the Mountain Lumber Manufacturers’
Associations on the 28th oi Septem-
ber, 1906, i the city of Vancouver.
The men wl.ose names appear here
are they the men who were really
present?
A. Yes.
Q. Were tliere any more present?
A. Well, 1 endeavor to get every-
nne down.
Mr. A. E. Leitch, is he a Coast
m.u
A
Q
wer
A
Q
st
A

He took the chair and you
secretary?

I acted as secretary.

How lcng did that meeting

e

l'-
. No, a Mountain man.

Oh, two or three hours. A few
hours.

Q. Was anything said about
prices?

A. Oh, yes, certainly.

Q. Did you eome to any conclu-
sion?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were they put down on pa-
per?

A. Yes.

Q. Where would that paper be?

A. You mean were they taken

| down at that time?

At that time.
A. Well, perhaps you will find it
in that book.
Q. Showing the conclusions you

| came to about prices?

A. Yes. All the matters dl'\(‘lla\(d
were taken down.

Q. Were any motions made?

A. 1 presume so.

Q. On page 283 I see a motion was

made specifically stating that no or- |

ders for odd lengths shall be accept-

| ed only at nn additional charge of $3

per thousand?
A. Yes.
Q. Was that passed?
A. I think it was.
Q. Was it binding on both asso

| ciations?

A. Obh, yes.
An Arrangement.

B by the romtd of it $3ia]
Q. So by the record of this §$3 I‘.\‘(m, I should hope?

A. It was surprising news to me. |

thousand you had an arrangement
A. Yes.

Q. And each association was
bound to stand by it?

A. Yes

Q. Did you arrive at an . agree

A. You asked me that before.
Bound 10 All Prices Similarly.
Q. Yes, I know and 1 remember
what you said at the time. What
I ask is if havinhg arrived at this
agreement as a foundation, you did
not come to an agreement generally?
A. Well, we were bound in the

same way.
Q. In regard to all prices, were

you bound in the same way in re- |
| gard to the $3?

In the way I understand.
The $3 mentioned on page

Yes.
Both associations?
Yes.

Protected Against Shipping Wheat.

By Mr. Knowles—Q. You sent a
memorandum to Sir Thomas Shaugh-
nessy protesting against a large num-

ber of empty cars which were detain-

ed in the wheat service to the great
detriment of the lumbezr shipper?

A. Yes.

By Mr. Knowles—Q. Then we
come to the minute on page 293, the
minute taken of your meeting held
at 10 a. m., January 16th.  What
meeting was that, was it a regular
meeting?

A. Yes.

Q. What are your regular meet-
ings, monthly or not?

A. No, cur regular meetings I
call when I think it is advisable or
necessary. we have no set dates.

Q. They are all special meetings?

A. Yes.

A. That is the understanding.

By Mr. Fowler—Q. Was there a
new price list made up in accordance
with this meeting?

A. I do not know whether there
was or not. I presume there was an
advance later that generally meant
a new price list.

Q. You notified the dealers in ac-
cordance with this resolution?

A. Probably.

Work Together.

By Mr. Knowles—Q. And that ad-
vance did take effect at once, so you
and the Coast people do work to-
gether in regulating prices?

A. We do to that extent at that
time, any way.

Regular Meeting.
Q. How did you come to call this
one?
A. That is, the regular annual

: méeting.

Q. When does your regular annu-
al meeting take place?

A. Some time in January.

Q. And you were always likely to
have such an annual meeting?

A. I presume so.

Q. At that annual meeting did you
discuss the motion of Mr. Herron
had brought up in the House?

A. I do not know that the motion
in the House was brought up at that
time.

Q. You can know whether the mo-
tion was brought up or not. I want
to know what happened at your meet
ing?

A. .No, Mr. Herron’s motion was
not discussed.

Q. Was there anything discussed
with regard to the complaint of the
increase cf prices?

A. Not that I remember.

By-Laws Timely Aboi. 'icl.

Q. Was there anything dises
about the fact that your associs
however honorable the

might be, that the by-laws n':}gM be

attacked as illegal?

A. Yes.

Q. And liable under the ecriminal
laws of Canada?

A. That was brought up by my-
seli.

By Mr. Herron—Q. That was ig
January of this year

A. Yes.

By Mr. Knowles—Q. January 16th
is the date here. You don’t know
\&hether you were aware of Mr. Her-
ron’s motion or not?

A. No.

Heard of Investigation ‘“‘After the
Meeting.”

Q. Do you recollect when you first
heard of Mr. Herron’s motion?

A. It seems to me it was some time
after that meeting.

Q. Do you recollect when you first
heard of it?

A. No, I do not.

“Somebody” Drew His Attention.

Q. How did you come to give your
time to those by-laws?

A. Because it was drawn to my
attention by somebody, I don’t know
who it was, that there was in exist-
ense some form of by-laws.

Q. Did they draw your attention
to the fact that they were of a na-
ture that would render the members
liable to prosecution?

Took Counsel.

A. As soon as I looked up the old
minutes I took counsel on them.

Q. AllL this person did was to call
your attention to the fact that such
by-laws existed?

A. Yes, and that they might be
detrimental.

. Oh, he said that also?

A.: 'Yeon.

Forgot Some Things.

was?

A. No, I cannot.

Q. I would like you to reecall if
you can?

A. I cannot remember.

Q. You are engaged and employ-

| ed by an organization and you have

your attention called to the fact
that by-laws made the members crim-
inally liable and yet you do not
know who called your attention to it?
A. I do not.

By the Chairman—Q. Would it
likely be a member of your associa
tion?

A. Very likely.

By Mr. Knowles—Q. Was it in

| Nelson City that you were apprised
| oi the fact?

A. I do not know where it was.
He Was Surprised.
Q. Tt would be startling news to

Q. You do remember from whom
the news came?

A. - I do not.

Q.. You have fgrgotten that?

A. Yes.

Mr. Knowles—The old bylaws have

{ been put in; they are ron the front

page of the Minute Book, I believe.
These are the ' by-laws regarding
which we have been speaking.

Q. I see on page 9 of this Minute
Book there is written across it some-

| thing in red ink. Is that your writ-
| ing?

A. Yes. t
By-Laws Annulled.

Q. The writing is @s follows: “This
constitution and by-laws were can-
celled and annulled at a meeting of
the - association held in Nelson, on
January 16th, 1907, owing to their not
being in accord with the active prac-
tice and work of the Association
which has prevailed since its organi
zation.” Were they cancelled because
they were rot according to what was
done?

A.  Yes.

Q. So they were not cancelled be-
cause they were illegal?

A. They were cancelled because
they were not in accordance with the
practice of the Association.

By the Chairman—Q. Attention
was called to them?

By-Laws lllegal.

A. Yes. We were told that they
were illegal. I don’t presume to
know, they might have been.

By Mr. Knowles—Q. I read on
page 293 after a communication and
advise which was gnAn from Mr, S.
S. Taylor, K.. C.—he is a Nelson so-
limt(»r—»th.,lt he considered that the
by-laws as printed actually contra-
vened certain provisions of the law.
Was there any other reason that the

'by-laws were annulled?

A. They were not in aecordance
with the practice of the Association.

Q. And you have been secretary
since October, 1905?

A. Yes.

Q. Mr. Herron’s motion passed in
the House on December 12th, 1906?

A. Motion ior what?

Q. Asking for this investigation.
You have been secretary of the Asso-
ciation for one and a half years,
never took the trouble to read the old
minute book, never read the by-laws
although they are the first thing in
the book?

A.  Exactly, I never read then.

Q. Nor the minutes?

A. No.

L
Q. But not less than a month af-

ter Mr. Herron’s motion the matter
is brought up, the by-laws are read,
the opinion of King’s Counsel was
received, and they are annulled?

A. Yes.

Q. Had that anything to° do with
this motion for investigation?

A. I don’t kaow whether that had
anything to do with it or not.

“Might Have’”’ Had Some Connec-
tion.

Q. It might have done.

A. It might have done, yes. It
was brought to our -attention and
very likely that had something to do
with it.

Q. Your by-laws have been re-
printed?

A. Well, no.

Q. What articles were they . that
My. Tayl¢r warned you against?

A. 1 don’t know. He pointed out
different things:

Q. Cannot you recall who ‘that
[

Q. Have you brought his Ietter
with you?
No.
I suppose you still have it?
les

Is it a very long letter?
Yes, a lengthy document.
Five or six pages?
A. It might have been.
By the Chairman—Q. What was
the date?
A. That was about December,
about the middle of December.

By Mr. Knowles—Q. Was it not|

read at this meeting?
A. Yes.

Q. That was the first time it was |
placed before the members of your |

association?

A. Yes.

Q. Can you tell us what article Mr.
Taylor warned you against?

A. Well, he warned us practical-
ly against the whole thing. The

whole constitution and by-laws were |~

not good.

By Mr. Herron—Q. Did he warn |
you that they were illegal or not |

in your own interest?

A. I think he meant that they |

were distinctly illegal.

Q. You are not sure of the dote of |

that letter?
A. Some time in December.

Q: You can go no closer than the |

A. Bome time in December.

A. I think it was the 16th of De-

cember.

By Mr. Knowles—Q. Did you take
Mr. Taylor’s advice as to what to
bring down here?

A. Yes.

Q. Did he advise you not to bring
that letter?

A. That letter was not mentioned
at all.

Q. He did not advise you to bring

it?
A. No, he «didn’t say anything
about it.

(To be Continued.)

HORSES
Castrated, without throwing or dan-
ger or injury, -and insured. Write
or wire, N. McEwen, Ponoka, Alta.

WANTED—For Egg Lake, S.D., No.

429, iemale teacher, Catholic pre-

‘erred. Duties to begin June Ist. |
Apply with references to T. J.|

Dwyer, Secretary, Egg Lake P.O.,
Alta.

$25.00 REWARD.

.For information leading to the re-
covery of a pair of mares strayed
from the premises of the undersign-
ed on or about May 25th.

One is a light bay and the other a
| chestnut about 14 1-2 hands; 900 lbs.
‘(‘a(‘h; supposed to have gone south
{ from Strathcona. J. C. Johnston, P.
| O. Box 155, Edmenton, Alta.

$5 REWARD paid for information
colored, or dirty black, gelding, with
long black mane and tail and hoofs
grown out long; age, 9 years; weight
about 900; brand, diamond, with
cross bar on right hip; strayed from
6 miles N. W. of Olds. Notify P.
L. Roberts, Olds.

|
{ X
2 leading to recovery of dark mouse-
{
|

LOST—On Tuesday, 11th, a rubber |
overcoat on \d]l]{l\() road. Finder |

\kindly leave at Bulletin Office.

FOR SALE—A FARM SITUATED

15 miles south-east of Edmonton, |

STRAYED—From Eastwood on Satur-
day. the 15th nst., one bay geld-
ing and one-bay mare; horse brand-
ed CV on left flank; mare was curb-
ed on one hind leg; both had leath-
er halters on; horse weighs about
1250 and mare about 900. Finder
leave at Great West Livery stable,

near Beaumont, Alta., being east| 1 Fraser avenue, and be rewarded.

half section 36, township 50,
range 24, west of fourth meridian,
spruce log house 20 x 30, stables,

NOTICE.
A team with harness and {front
wheels of waggon dre in the Sas-

well, wire fenced, large hay mea-{ katchewan -river. Anyone recovering

. £ t
dow. Best situated stock farm

near Edmonton. Good terms.
Correspondence invited. Andrew
H. Allan, Box 749, Edmonton,
Alberta.

LOST—Parcel containing suit of |

clothes, between Edmonton and Na-
mayo . P. O. Finder will be re-
warded by leaving it at Bulletin
Office, -or Namayo Post Office .

the wagon or harness will be rewarded
{ by notifying Wm. Ball, Box 622, Ed-
monton.

LOST—One Red Mare, white star cn
forehead, branded “8 I” on right
hind hip, white spots on back, also
Dark Red Mare, about 2 years old
now, white spot on face, two white
hind feet; mane was cut when lost.
These were lost over a year ago.
Twenty dollars reward and all ex-
penses paid.—Polyp Cjutash, Shan-
dro, Alta.

i
|
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Northern HT;rdware Co.

Screen Doors—

Have you got

the upper hand.

all sizes and styles. Prices, 30c, 35c,

Prices, $1.00, $1.50, $1.75 and $2.00,
according to style.

without them.

are screen windows,

a very large stock.

They will fit any

Screen W ind

your screen doors? Just as important as screen doors
You need them if you.want comfort.
Don’t leave it off until the flies have
We have them in

of which we have

40c.

window. Don’t be

Better Brighten up Your Home by Using

Sherwin Williams
Paints and Varnishes

Call on us for

color cards.: The Sherwin-Wiliams -Company -Manufac-

ture a special paint for every special use. We are sole agents in Edmon-

ton for the Sherwin-Williams products and can fill your requirements in the

line of modern method iloor finishes
roofs; family paint

enamel; barn-red paint for painting barns, fences, ete.;

buggy paint.

crecsote paint for

for painting the little things about

barns, fences and

the house; bath

varnish stain;

Sherwin Williams Decotint

For cleaning up the walls of yourhouse use our SHERWIN-WILLIAMS
DECOTINT. Easy to apply and the best wall finish made

Clothes Wringers

and

WashingMachines

In all styles and prices. We guar-| we handie the

antee every machine and our prices
insure quick sales

taem

Call and inspect
Churns

Churns

Churns

vorite Churn in all

sizes. We also have a stock of Dash

Do you need a stove or range? We are exclusive agents

McClary Stovesand Ranges

a

Refrigerators

We have a large stock at prices

from $10.00 up

Ice Cream
Freezers

in all sizes

Kitchen Utensils

Do you need anything in this line ? Perhaps you think you can get along
without an extra supply. -Our prices are such as to enable you to lay in a
very complete stock at very little expense. Try us and

be convinced.

Barb Wire

Mr. Farmer,—We want your trade.

are right and we should have your trade ii we haven’t
stock of harvest tools, etc., has been laid in with a special care to your

requirements.
quality can do it.

Wilson,

Telephone 330.

Try and see. Let us show you.
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y a stove or range? We are exclusive ¢ its for the famous
We have every style of stove and range of this manufacture and are
offering them at particularly close prices. If you are thinking of getting
a stove or range you can save money’ right now by calling on us.
We also have a stock of coal oil and gasoline stoves.
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Barb Wire!

We will use you right. Our prices

it already. Our

We are prepared to make you trade with us if prices and

Dewar & McKinnon,

304 Jasper East.
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