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which were nearest to the Russian batteries, she de-
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taingg with exactitude. The o%ecers have

estinated the number of the enemy killed at about

narrel, struck the Sedr Azim, or Prime Minister of
&e Shah, with a cane to punish his reluctance. The
most imperative instructions had now come from
| St. Petershurg to the Russian Generals in the
| Principalities, to effoct sone great exploit at what-
| ever cost. The frightful significance of this order
| delivered Prince Gortschakoff and his coadjutors from
cer ain natural scruples and hesitations. Long since,
the Czar must have perused the report of General
Schilders, announcing, so ea-ly as the month of
January, a loss of thirty-five thonsand Russian oldiers,
althongh active hostilities had then lasted only abont
ten weeks.  There could be no illusion in the imperial
mind, and yet this order is sertt) the Generals,
enforcel by the awful addition, * af whatezer cost.”
To heur was to obey.

We have seen how, on the 15th of March, Prince
Gortschakoff had beea frustrated in a blondy
attempt to seize the island hetween Oltenitza and
Turtnkai, losing 2000 men, and yet failing to storm
the place. Luders had five days before this crossed
the Danube at Galatz. He was in force, having
214 baualions, 8 squadrous, 6 sotnias, and 64 guns.
Gorischakoff, learning the fact of the passage so
far down the river to the rear of his own left,
determined to abandon for the present his disheart-
ening operations against Turtnkai and Rustchuk,
and 1o fly to the support of Luders; thus imparting,
he hoped, a decisive character to the alvance of
that enterprising General. By a retrogade circuit,
he passed even beyond the rear of Luders’ left
flank, and threw himsel( across the river a little
above ‘I'ultscha, with 14 battalions, 16 squadrons,
6 sotnias. and 41 gnuns. He brought with him
more cavalry than Luders though a smaller general
force : and their united columns amounted to nearly
30.000 men. The reader is aware, that Omer Pacha
had decided not to dispute possession of the Upper
Bobradscha ; and it is. therefore, nearly incompre-
heasible, though stated in all the contemporary
acconnts of these operations, that Prince Gorischa-
kol shonld have there taken eleven guns and 150
prisoners.  Ihs capture of the guns i1s more unin-
telligible than his capture of the prisoners, who
might have been the unarmed or half-armed
ordiary inhabitants—for the guns must have
belonged to "I'ultscha, which the ‘T'urks still heid
as an ontpost, and which was the only place they
retained in all that region.  This event took place
about the 23d of March. the day of the bombard-
ment of Qdessa, and five days before the Emperor
Napoleon. who, on the 2d had, in person, opencd
at Paris the Legislative Session of 1954—joined
Queen Victoria, m a common declaration, pur-
porting that the rupture between them and Russia,
and that their alhance with Turkey for the purpose
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ngh the hull, canght fire, and returned for «
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“Tae defencs from the shore was at first very
spiriel. and the Russians are described as having |
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{ at Constantinople; and, stll later, it was solemnly

| of Odessa were laid in ashes, and the Governmentis

| observed

of active and direct operations of war, were now
arcepted fucts. Redschid Pacha, General Baraguay
D’Hulhers, and Lord Stratford de Redcliffe, soon
afierwards signed the tripartite treaty to this effect,

ratified at Pans.

On the same 23d of March, as we have seen, the
Danube was forced by the Commander-in [ of
Lie Russian army of occupation ; the forti

of England and France agreed, that they would at
last publish in all form their acceptance of the
Ruassian challenge. ‘These are among the amuse-
ments, and this 1s but the mysticism of history ; we
will thercfore add, at present, only one more such
concideuce, or, as the French terw i1, ** rapproche-
ment.”’ 1t is not, indeed, in private life alone, that
these strange juxtapositions of events may be
witichh have suggested throughout all
conntries a number of well-known wonder-breathing
proverbs. ‘The very day on which the long-prepar-
ed Greek conspiracy exploded, was the day when,
at the other extremity of Europe, by an equally
striking and curious obviam fit the declaration of
war, in pursuance of the tripartite understanding
just mentioned, was issued by the Man;lme Powers.
Dates are the chords and the discords in the great
music of human annals.

The perilous success of the Russian divisions,
who had now barst into the Northern Dobrudscha,
was soon counterbalanced by a misfortune, the
news of which reached the ill-starred commanders
in the midst of their exultation. Fokshani, where
they: had piled np the richest part of their
laborious!y-accumulated munitions of war and

:::E:", treasury must I;nvn In-nut"nndy serious;
we cannot ify its amoun
'l‘li':ilivisiom .Eu. yh-d crossed the Danube
continued their advauce, taking on the
sea, and Hirsova on the river. All the U
Dobradscha, except Tultscha, was now occupied
by the invaders; ard by April the 3d their Cossacks
trolled as far as Kustendjeh, which the Turks
ept, apd which was their grasp upon the sea, at
the of Trajan's Wall. On the north shore of
the Dagube, Tarks retained nothing exeept
Kalafay, two hundred miles to the west. .
Before we pursue the Kussian enterprises of
April, and their resnlts, in the Danubian war, it

may be interesting to our readers to cast a glance
over the general circnmstances of that period. The
first ohject which strikes us is another of those

curious historical coincidences already remarked.
On the 7th of that month,the alhance defensive and
offensive between Austria and Prussia was con-
cluded, the overtures (made too lnle? of Russia
were rejected by the indignation of the Maritime
Powers; and our Baliic fleet had left Kloge Bay,
and was patrolling every creek and inlet, not still
frozen, of the Scandinavian seas. The two Princes
of the Blood Royal, who belonged respectively to
the English and French expedition to the st,
were among the latest who set forth. On the 9th
of April Prince Napoleon left Paris, with Vely
Pacha, the Ottoman Ambassador; and the Duke of
Cambridge, still more dilatory, was on his road
from that capital nine days later—and then, not by
so direct a line to their common destination, but
via Strashourg: and, indeed, when the Danubian
campaign had reached its very crisis, he was at
Vijenna. But it was destined that the Allied powers
of the West should be excluded from the triumphs,
as they were excluded from the heat and the
labous, of the Danubian campaign. The troops,
both French and Eunglish, were all this time
incessantly forwarded ; and, on the 12th of the
month ouly three battalions of our Guards, remained
at Malta, awaiting their conveyance. ‘I'he prid
of the’ Czar umidst this clash of arms, was still un-
bending ; and, dating from the 19th of April, six
weeks were by him proclaimed free for English and
French vessels to clear out of the Russian ports On
the 20th of this memokable month, the Queen in
Council ordered a National ** Day of Humiliation ;"
and, to complete our present digressive and discursive
glance at the more general, and sometimes very dis-
tant, occurrences to which we should not wish to
turis @side in the narration of the ensuing Danubisn
campaign—it was in the midst of this warlike in-
candescence of all Europe, that Mr. Pease and the
other members of the “ Peace Conference” proceeded
to St. Petersburg, and (almost literally) requested
the infuriated Autocrat—to be a good boy. Gene-
rals Canrobert, Busquet, and Martimprey, who had
arrived on the ’d at Gallipoli, begun, by their pre-
sence, and even'by the noise of their very names,
amid an Eastern population, to impart a new gravity
to the whole Western movement—the charucter of a
great Crusade inverted.

We may mention here—for fear of omitting it—a
circumstance which exemplifies the truth of the in-
spired intimation, that the utmost wisdom of man is
only folly before Him who knows aud foresees every-
thing. Of all the measures adopted by the two
leading Powers of Europe in the beginning of this
coutest, that which united the most suffrages in
praise of its wisdom, was the Emperor Napoleon's
expedient of sending to the scene of action some of
his Algeriun ariny ; not only as starting from a nearer
point of depdrture, but, still more, as having heen
tried in a similiar climate and in a not dissimilar war-
fare. And again, of all the troops in his African de-
pendency, the Zouares were, In every sense, con-
sidered to be the most eligible for such a service—
European in discipline. and to-a great extent in
blood, Mahometan in eXperience—the very men, in
short, to teach the rest of the mixed expedition how
to avoid the imprudences incidental to such an enter-
prise, and how to secure its success. Now, of all the
corps brought together by this great adventure, the
Zouaves huve suffered, beyond comiparison, the most,
- cickpess und in _ general ill-fortune.
Moralists or ph ‘Sloioghts may speciimie ou ure dvuti-

ful lesson : we have only to note the certain fact.
It was on the 16th, that Admiral Plumridge sent
home the premices of the war, the frst Russian
prizes, five vessels of commerce; and on the 17th
four more such vessels fo.lowed. They were laden
chiefly with salt. The first division of our Baltic fleet
—consisting wholly of steamers, 17 in number,
carrying nearly 10,000 men and 107 guns—was
speedily followed by the second ; this last brought 25
“ﬂiel:‘ of war, of which twelve were line-of-battle.
‘The united divisions constituted a noble fleet of forty-
two vessels, 220) guns, 16,010 horse power, and
22,000 sailors and marines. The only additions de-
siruble to this splendid armament were a military
force (which arrived too late for any but a i
disproportionate exploit), and a sufficient flotilla
of steam gun-boats drawing but little water, which
were equipped too late altogether to be of service
during the year 1854
We return to the war on the Danube. 7'he Rus-
sians, having seized Hirsova, spent some time in

ing for a great attempt to pass Trajan’s Wl:n’:
E::ntiongh their Cossacks scoured the country down
to the very ramparts of Kustendjeh, th:'y found that
they had selected a most difficult the Turkish

peenidin

Pacha’s right wing was an isolated movement.

the country, it was m of a very large combinat
which Marshal jewitch, Prince of Erivan,
was, on the Sth of April, mm_moncd_ from Poland o
superintend in , and in which the famous
Geueral of Engineers, Schilders, was to take an
eminent part. Marshal Paskiewitch had long since
expressed an opinion, that Prince Gortschakoff was
conducting the eampaign injudiciously; and, just
about the time of which we speak, there was an
immense change in all the Russian dispositions.
Their right was drawn back ; their left, as we have
related, occupied the Dobrudscha, and was thunder-
ing vehemently, at the north-east gates, sg to say,
of Bulgaria; while, now, the various ‘colnmus
which had been conntermarched from beyond the
Aluta, were massed in apparently irresistible
strength all around Bucharest and Slobodzie, and
in front of those towns, bearing fast upon the
Danube, between Oltenitza and Czernavoda. With
General Luders' army, these concentrated troops
maintained their communications through Hirsova;
and his instructions were to press forward at
whatever cost aand fo ¥ betwween Varna and

Silistria. It was evident that the recent peremp-
tory and dreadful orders from St. Petersburg were
impelling the Russians to their last and truly

desperate exertions.

SIEGE OF SILISTRIA.

We approach the siege of Silistria. In the history
of that great operation there is one mysterious and
sombre particular, which the reader will notice.
The subject is more than delicate; and we will not,
in our present uncertainty. say anything beyond
what the duties of & historic narrative imperiously
require. Howiﬂi&hfmmﬂloln of May to the
15th of June the besiegers were ;llo'ed. to press for-
ward their scientific es, and their sanguinary
assaults, wnmaolested any serious or regular at-
tack from without? A very great Anglo French
force was by this time mustered at Varna; and, al-
lowing for all the windings of the road, not more
ha: seventy miles int between that maritime
station and the w Is of Silistris, while a much
shorter march mﬁ have precipitated the irresistible
soldiers of the West upon that army of many suffer-
ings which beleaguered the gallant fortress. But
several replics may be given, even if unsati

ones, on behalf of our own and the French troops
We accordingly repeat the question, with more di-
rect reference to the Turkish host which Omer Pacha
held at Schumla. He had, at the least, seventy
thousand men accumulated around that impregnable
pesition, or within easy summons ; and kis march for
the relief of Silistria would have becn still shorter
than that of the Allies. It was the gener:l opinion
m Europe, it was the impression among our officers
in Bulguria, and, we have reason and -tarmutz Jor
adding. that it was, for abo.t three weeks, QOmer
Pacha's orn cowviction that Silistrin, unassisted,
must fall ; and when we say “unassisted,” we mean
without some strong and combined effort to assist it.
It was, also, not for a moment denied, th:it the be-
leaguering arniy would have to abandon their enter-
prise if that eflort were made, and they were thus at-
tacked. It was, in the end, found that, although rot
externally asxiled in the manner we have described,

vV wWane ¥ o - S

b en, be a;;'l‘m\m'hnt t'h‘:. result

if a powerful force had disturbed thej :

We speak not of any wild ml\‘anc‘f:r ‘m'
advance, up the Dobrudscha; nor do we refer inp e
mauner to & general efiirt to carry the w; T across :lny
Danube ; wha} we say is specific ; it relates b e
and only to one, munifestly practicable movem ry
“‘hicb, 1t isaeknowledged, would, if n ale, have e,nt,
livered the important river-fortress in TurkeL :
and withoutiwhich, it was supposed, that fortre) .
must er; and this movement 1015 noy mad-

We wish the reader to fix the true case in his mind;
it is well.worthy of his attention. This, then, it is:
The general exgruliun was that Silistria would fall,
if the forces in Bulgsria did ot move—Omer Pacha,
like the rest, entertaining that expectation ; on the
other hand, it was the nnanimous conviction of all
concerned, that, by a move of the troops in Bulgaria,
Silistria, eould most certainly be saved. Ani with

‘expectation on the one hand, aud this conviction

on the other the in Bulguria remained

vhole
q*?dumg the whole time o'f the darger. The
very in which the of the siege wasad-
w“ by the joumh%rope is mz: remark-

€%, gr —"“Silistria had not fallen at the de-
of the last advices” “It is rumoured, that

K3

general storss, was burnt. Tae loss to a struggling

line to force; and at Cazerna on the 25th of

E&d-ﬂﬂw sally on the—, and de-




