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ment, ‘‘Except
mas Eye and”’

‘““‘we haven’
mas around here
Sit down, Proctor;
in a moment.”’

Proctor, the visitor, sauntered
geross the room and took the chair
tadicated, sliding down onto the
small of his back, leisurely crossing
his legs and reaching for (b(‘. in-
evitable cigarette.

I’ll be with you

He was H. Kenneth Proctor, if
you please of the Morning Star, an
old hand at the game and, indeed,
one who had reached that stage
where, without being really aware
of it, he posed as a cynic, soO sati-
ated with life, human emotion,
tragedy and pathos, as they reeled
past him each day like so many
moving pictures, that he rather

prided himself upon his mental at-|

titude.

Ransom—kindly, gentle, benevo-

fent old Ransom—had been with
the Municipal Lodging House for
over fifteen years. And he still be-
lieved in the flotsam and jetsam
that came and went each night.
To him they were his ‘‘boys,”
down on their luck, a little worth-
less. even a little wicked, but still
human beings with a spark of the
Divine in their hearts that needed
only to be fanned at the right mo-
ment and in the right way to put
them on their feet facing the world
with confidence and wringing from
i by fair means the living it owed
them.

In one point, at least, the old
man was adamant.
por pleading nor profane refusal
could budge him. The would-be|
**guest’’ had either to yield or get
out. And that point was his firm
insistence that all who tarried un-
der his roof live up to his motto of
“Soup, soap and Salvation.”’
Many were strong for the soup, |
but indifferent to the soap and sal-
vation; . yet they take all
three—or nothing.

No subterfuge,

must
Presently he turned from. his
small, cheap desk, shoved off in
one corner of the room be-
c light un-
der which his hair shone white as
snow, and faced Proctor

main

neath a swinging elec

‘“Well, my boy,

can I do

for you?'’ he said in kindly tone.
““I haven’t seen you for quite a
while,”’

**Nope;’

'the Star man repleid,
sprawling  at r
chair and exh

smoke ceilingward.

greater ease in his
a cloud of
“Things have

been breaking over at Headquarters |

and I've been on the jump. [I've
come tonight to get some Christ-
mas dope from } I'm to come
across ‘under-world’ one
as the city editor calls it, and I'm
ap against it.
out?

rou

with an
Can you help me

““You don’t happen to have a se-
cond Santa Claus flop
pin’ around here in disguise, dn
you? Or a hobo who comes back;
rich and rare, as the Chiistmas
ehimes ring cut, and hands you a
check for a thousand to b spent
in Christmas presents for the dips,

stick-ups and plain bums who have

cousin to

horned in heie tonight?”’
““There are other ways,’’ insist-
ed the old man. slowly, gazing

straight into the electric light with
far-seeing eyes. ““Surely, for a
man to come back he need not be-
come rich. It’s not what he ac-
cumulates, but what’s in his heart
that counts, my boy.”’

*“Say,”’ P

spoke up [
denly, ‘‘how about some hard-luck
Christmas stories the bums have
told you at one time or another?
Something with a few sobs in it—
what we call ‘human
dope?’ been on the job
here a long time, Pop, and surely
duriyg all those years a number of
bums have been s to the
ing stage istmas and
have wept on your shoulder about
it being Christmas and about their
Huh?

roctor

interest

You’'ve

around (

old home. I can.interview

you, see, and let you tell a few of
these stories Ca'} vou th k of
anv?”’ "

“1'1 try,”’ said Ransom. ‘‘Come

back in about an hour and perhaps
I'l have something for you. But
I must finish this statement first.
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on his best ‘‘pipe
.’ triumphantly take another
cop’s last king.

Then he wandered back to the
office arriving at the desk almost
simultaneously

with a man who

had entered unattended by a blue-

coat.

The stranger looked like a man
down on his luck, and yet he
didn’t. His clothes were plain,

even shabby, but they were not
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can’'t see it. Once a bum, always

2 bum,

is my theory.

And a man’ll

sit through a prayer meeting or an

experience
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any cold

night to get a bed and something

to eat afterwards. #t’s
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just a mat-
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Suddenly” the old man’s face be-|

came alive with joy. “Kent—B. |
Kent—as 1 live—B. Kent!”" he|
cried. 1

““Yes!’”’ And there was a strange|

mixture of enthusiasm and pride |
and gratitude in his tone. “‘Only!
now it's Bertram Kent, right out
and without any hesitation. Pop,
I've been planning this meeting
for five solid years!” |

|
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Old Pop Ransom was leaning forward tensely,

frayed

sure sign of

was strong,

lined,
d.

he asked the

h
with

» you tell me,’
Sergeant,

‘“‘what’s be-

was no appreh

come of the icipal Lodging
House. It used to be on Oliver
street, 1 remember, some eight

vears ago. And I want to know if
old Pop Ransom is still in charge.”’

The Sergeant looked at him
keenly before replying. He was
about to ask ‘““Youlused to flop
there then, huh?”’ but something
in the man’s direct, unwavering
gaze deterred him. ‘““They’ve
moved around on Stoughton
street,”” he said instead. ‘And
Pop’s still on the lid.”” Then, 10

1 i frie tone, ‘‘A

~lad to show you

mine, to.”’

As they

turned in the directi the Lodg-

ing House Proctor ventured a ques-|

tion. ‘‘Pop’s fellow,
isn’t he? Know 3
“A little over t years-

though 1 haven’t seen him for

eicht.”” was the somewhat cryptic

reply.

in a tone in which there a
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but evi-

t the destin-

. Through the glass in the
they could see old Pop Ran-

som bent over his desk, his hair
silver white in the glow from the
swinging light above him.

They entered.
Pop
proached and
then looked
““Good evening,

nodded

lv. but in a tone that
1

glanced up as

yuiringly at
he said pleasant-
plainly ind’- *‘

they ap-
to Proctor,
Kent.

cated he did not recognize him.

“Don’t

me, Poj

on't you

ROSEDALE STAR

Lump Coal. Guaranteed

asked Kent, his

remember

voice

the best Coal

coming from the Drumheller District.

"L LOMP ciciescnesecs $5.50 per ton

STOVE ........ ta vy $5.00 per ton
YORK SHAW

| 333 Eighth Ave. East Phone M§423

they «

the very soul of him in his eyes.

By this hands were|
clasped and old Pop had one arm |
over Kent’s shoulder in
embrace.

““One of

SRR
DOYS:

time their

affectionate |

.
DOYS,

y one of my|
he exclaimed joyfully, de-|

te the tears in his fine.old eyes,
i Proctor. ‘“‘He’s
» back to see me after all these
3 My, my’’—and he sniffed
hastily and without shame—"‘here |
forgetting all my manners. |
Sit down old man and let’s talk’it|
over. You're a sight for sore eyes!|
And how is everything with you, |
my boy?’’ He reached out,a tremb- |
ling hand toward Kent’s knee and |
patted it. ‘‘You're looking fine!"’ |
Then he glanced at Proctor, with |
pride and triumph. }

“] guess you two old—friends—
rather talk it without

id that worthy quickly.

St

looking at
yars.

i1 am

would over

decisive
; aren’t|
[—I was much interested in
what you said as we walked here,
and | want to say a few things to
you. Sit down, please.”’ ‘

said Kent in

tones ‘““That is,, if you

JUsYy.

Proctor sat, for there was some-
thing’ compelling about Kent. But
he was far from subdued. ‘‘I—I
guess you mean you got_some of
the salvation along with your soup, |
eh?’’ he remarked in a tone that
just bordered on the sarcastic. |
“And maybe you're a millionaire
by now, eh?”’

For a second anger blazed up in
Kent’s eyes, but then it changed to
a tolerant, confident smile. ‘‘Yes,
I swallowed some of the salvation,’’
he said, ‘‘enough, anyway, to cut
out the booze and get me a job on
a coastwise freighter, I landed in|
| Central America. Why I went 1
don’t know, except that I wanted |
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"WHERE TO SHOP

The following is a Business Directory and Shoppers’ Guide to the reputable and respom-

L

sible firms. It will pay the buying public to patronize these firms.

Maternity and Nes-Infectious Cases B oesired
Nurse 3§ years' experienece
Termas, .”‘ll’ Mrs. Shand, L.O.S. and CMB.
rained N

wrses Supplied
Phone M3423. 812 2nd Ave. W.

[lluminated Addresses, Engrossing and 8th Avenue East

Engraved Cards
222a Eighth Avenue West '

Phone M4340 CALGARY DIAMOND MERCHANTS

and Manufacturing Jewellers .
UTO OILS & GASOLINE, and Opticians
GREASES & LUBRICATING

OILS

S.Bemina

D. E. BLACK & CO, LTD.

Issuers of Marriage Licenses

Manufacturers of all Hounhold! Cor. 7th Ave. and ist Street Wast

Specialties, Soft and Liquid Soap,
Paper Towels, ebec. Ask for Rex
Sweeping Compound amd Waxit Fur-|
niture Polish, "

BRITISH COLUMBIA REFINING co..‘DRUGLESS TREATMENT—
‘i

BO-8%Ax ik

STEOPATHS—
O DR. M. E. CHURCH

LIMITED Chiropractic and Electrisal

Phone M3499, Calgary, Alta. Therapeutics

Suite 204 David Bldg. Gradmate, Licemsed, Osteopathie

UTO OIL

| 326 Eighth Ave. East.  Phone M#117 Physides sad Burgees
Use KANT FREEZE, Chronic Ailments Specialized | Member of s Collegs of :Physiins
the original radiator fluid. | Electrical Ts‘ R Al'l“n.‘. . Fres
Keeps your radiator from freesing h{ METZGER'S HEALTH INSTITUTE | (s;'- Sears im Calgary)
cold weather. Does not affect pipes | }ALBERTA BLOCK Phone MsySy
or econnecting. | ]
Dustoline Sweeping Compound \ YERS— SHOE CO.
Oh So Easy Liquid Soap | cal 's ldeal Shee
Paper Towels, Polishes, ote. | GUARANTEE CLEAA:CEF:)SYle L] @ "?‘-;epalren
Alse the famous lime of Numidhan |

Corner 1st West and 13th Avenue

ll Satisfactiom Cuaranteed
(P. 0. Box 1090) ‘

0Oil and Grease for every make of Phone M5078. 710 First 8. K

ear and all classes of machinery. SATISFACTION GUARANTEND
C. C. SNOWDON

‘ Phone M2030 IANOS—
1810-1840 Eleventh Street East.| ;P
Phones: E5217, ES5318, E5730 | \ ALEXANDER-KAY PIAN® €O.

Ask Our Salesman to Call. | New Seale Williams, Emnis & Oe.

1 YE WORKS 1

! Pianes and Player Pianes

ARRISTERS, SOLlClTORS-‘D Nszs:érzljl':hNAsZnEu.w\s_'K‘l Edisen Diamend Disc Phenegraphs

LOUGHEED, BENNETT, Phons M3940 Daily Reeitals at Piane Parlers

MeLAWS & CO. | ptant of Old Parisiss "Dyé Worke) [ T30 Bth Ave it Phene M18T8

Clarence Block, 122 Eighth Ave. W. | " faty Blocked and Remodeled. |

Calgary, Alberta, Canada 2 | Ladies’ and gents’ high-<class tailoring. HOTOGRAPHS—

Hon. J. A. Lougheed, P.C, KC. B B.| ™ Furs eleaved and et e GOl e Sl Yacve “sappited

Ben:ett,nt(“(]).,awmi; r‘t‘sellﬂ)"?; Jl'xed.: Known as the largest and most by us

Brokovski, J. B. erts, D. L. -

complete French dry cleaning and

|

‘\l

man, L. M. Roberts, E. A. Dunbar, W.| dyeing plant in Western Canada. i
|

C. Pollard, H. A. Chadwick, H. E.|

A. L. HESS
1244 Eighth Avenwe Kast,

Forster. Calgary, Alta.
ARR‘STERS, j MPIRE HOTEL CAFE } TORAGE AND CARTAGE
Solicitors, Ete. ‘ Private Boxes 1Sm any Mmd of geeds. Warcheuse
TWEEDIE & McGILLIVRAY Music 6 to 8 Evenings :m“ILD‘ dally Swed :v.hiounhold h'“v'-
105a Eighth Avenue West 2 PHONE RESERVATIONS )?-wy-- roems. ¥ ,.:1"“)."".'.'"
v | uraiture &8 ™
Vi iy T“EED?:{'{ B{‘"‘I :;'B i ME944 shippers. ‘n.-.'.. ehoortu '..;:‘._'o._.-
/ 2.1, | ta = agemte C.N.
A. A MoGEIASNTR s AR TON TTORAGE & GARTAGE Ce.
" hones and Ms678 Lissited.
| Office and oo Bixth Ave. Bast

VAL

NOTARY. ;
H. L. O'ROURKE, B.A.

Money to Loan.
Sulte 5, Board of Trade Bullding,

INANCIAL BROKERS,
REAL ESTATE & INSURANCE

Provincial Managers for Insur-
ance Co. of State of Penn. (Fire)

B ARRISTER, SOLICITOR, |

| and Casualty |
Phone M4116| 0. G. DEVENISH & CO. LIMITED.|
{ 800 P. Burns Bldg. |

BLUE PRINTS— ‘

Alberta.

1008 FIRST STREET WESY
P.0. Box 2093.

THE LITTLE SHOE STORE
With the Big Shee Values
Trunks,~Begs and Suitcases

| f 20% | t |}
ALBERTA MAP AND | A[RDRESSER or , less than usual prices
BLUE PRINT COV I I Shampoo, Manicure, Faee .M‘ UITITORIUM
Phone M5366 | scalp Treatment. All styles of | CLEANING AND PRESSING
341 JUDGE TRAVIS BUILDING | Hair Goods made up. WORKS
CALGARY t MRS. ARTHURS | French Dry and Stesm Cleaning
i Room No. 6, Royal Bank Bidg. Altering and Repairing.
UY A FARM WITHOUT | For Appointments Phone M4 Phone M2906
B MONEY | . | 1022 Second Street East, Calgary, Alta,
FExperienced farmers with nec- | IDES AND FURS |

essary equipment cs:d puhchuo‘mﬂ . : e e e IOLET RAY
choics, partly mprov or um | eat market price fler - GENERATORS ,
proved farm from us without any pay- | Furs, Wools, Pelta and Herse | ING HUMAN :?LFLEERTESAT
ment down till fall of 1916 | hair by the |
‘i ANADIAN HIDE AND FUR co. | _The Jatest, lightest, smallest, powerful
GILBERT BRE(i:"b:.Elfes‘y Farm Landl‘_ CAN ;-2)8 Sixth Avenus East h:bgh frequency generator made. Dur-
v | J ; | able and lasting. 1
603 Grain Exchange | Second hand Sacks nmabl.afor Grals | demonitrated) cgn- wSii} fand ngekl:
\ and Potatees, fer Sale “heap. Fvemgrerrony e J0F
| Phone MG53Y Calgary | 5 Ry i
B ICYCLES AND MOTOR-| We pay 35c per Ib. for Horsehalr | DR SIZH, Opaties, 235 Eighth Ave. &

CYCLES | {
Sole Agents Perfect and Raleigh

‘ ICTORIA BAKERY
| 1007 First Street West

Oycles | yCE CREAM

ST;Rh CAVCLE %O:‘:A;:YE“Q, i In Brick and bulk. The Beet i | 224 Eighth Avenue West
Corfiec il _Ave. ONE_ 2~. |A e West Pure Geods. Prempi | 208a EIGHTH AVENUE EAST
Phone M3661. Estalished 1906 10.11'"" 3 W DING CAKES A
Repairs and Accessories. Let us do | g | ED
" Phone MESS SPECIALTY
your work. | |
Let us sharpen your skates. We| P. PALLESEN | HOME-MADE BREAD AND FANCY
have the outfit, also the experience. | Calgary Central Creamery ‘ CAKES

——
{ another cigarette.

was

to get where nobody knew me, and |l
begin all over again.”’

[ batted around for a while and
finally ran into an Englishman who
(,\,'\\‘r\("d a big banana plantation, and ‘“Two
he gave me a job. Also, he helped | tinued,
me fight the booze—by not giving | to
it m‘me.v It was hell sometimes!  business.
Well, I got on my feet. Then he on—"’
made me boss of one of his gangs.
I was making pretty fair wages,
too: and I saved them, for the

Old Pop quarters, we had a little talk about
forward this business of giving a helping
_ the very soul of him in his hand to the down-and-outer. He
doesn’t seem to think there’s any-
ago,” Kent con-|thing in it. So, Pop, I thought it
] found out that I'd have|might be well to let him hear my—
come: back to the States on I mean our story. 1 wonder what
And from that moment | he thinks now?’’
turning to the | Proctor had the grace to look im-

leaning

months

old man—|
“I've been looking forward to this pressed. But instantly his combat-
meeting with you, Pop. No, I'm tive spirit asserted itself. ‘‘1—I
not rich: I'm not even well-to-do. think it’s fine!”’ he said. ‘“‘And 1
simple reason that there was no-|I've simply got a good salary and want to tell you, Mr. Kent, that
thing to spend them on. fine prospects, for the business is |you haven’t yet got all you deserve.
“After three years his manager growing and there’s money in it. | But 1 can’t change my opinion.
teft for a better job in the Argen-{I've fifty dollars for you to buy a One come-back does not prove that
tine. and the Englishman gave me Christmas for the boys here now, €ven one out of a thousand bums
But I've can turn the trick. You're the ex-
war came on, he returned to Eng-|longed always to come back and ception, man, you're the one man
land to join his regiment—Ileaving clasp the hand that lifted me out of in a thousand!”’
me to run the whole plantation. |the gutter. And now I'm here,| Pop shook his head and $tarted
But he also let me buy a small in-| Pop!”’ to speak, but Kent laid a detain-
terest in the place with the money “You see! You see!” the old|ing hand on his shoulder.
1'd saved. He said it would make | man exclaimed to Proctor, his voice| ““You’re mistaken, youhg fellow,
me a better manager to feel that vibrant with pride. you’re mistaken,’ 'he said. ‘‘This
part of it belonged to me. I guess| ‘‘Yes, I was coming to that,’’|very thing is happening all around
he’s right, too.” said Kent. ‘‘As your friend and I|
Proctor shifted his weight and walked here from Police Head-|

(Continued on Page Twenty-two




