Christmas
Shopping —=*

_And what to biy are serious questions

de many.
This year we can show you a greater

raage of o
Christmas Gifts.

than ever before. -
Gifts that combine usefuloess with

beauty are always appreciated, such as:
Fine Ebony Hair Brushes
Ebony Mirrors
Ebony Manicure Sets. etc,

We want to call your sttention to our
sine of Sterling Silver Nov eities—Prices
ravging trom 50c to $3.

PERFUMES are always acceptable.
You can fail to please your
triend —especially lady riend—with
perfume. ' Our stock comprises all the
leading makes, in the pnewest and pret-
tiest. designs ever shown here.

Call see them, we'll take special
plessure im showing these goods,
whet rer you intend t0 buy or not.

R

Central A H.gounn
Drug =~
Store

U Kno

Christmas
is at Hand

Phone 105

Cor, E og and btb
Streets

Jopn McConnell, Park St., has a
Ting'¥ selected stock of China, Lamps,
Glassware, Dinner sets, Tea Sets and

Chamber Sets. In fact, just the things

gou want for Christmas presents.

ices sell> the goods.

Groceri cant be

beat

icConnell

~ John

- Pi‘none 190.

S'go of the Star

DON'T
WAIT

For a cold to catch yod. Have a
wtties of Radley’s Cough Balsam
n the house to catch and cure
the cold.

A few doses relieves the cough

aod allays the irritation. Part of

a botle usually eures.
If piter using half a bottle it fails
in’ your partieular case return
the bottle and yowr money will
be refunded.

RADLEY’S

YEAR GARNER HOUSE

Reliable

.ve money by purchasing

n qual-

Park 8t., Bast

Druggists

i

Christmas Cake

Orders should be placed early—
Christmas is but & few weeks away,
and this season we will double last
year’s sales. First, because our cus-
itomers last year were delighted, and
found eur Cake aa good, in fact bet-
ter, than represented. Secendly, be-
cause we bought our fruit y at
imside figures before the last tremen-
dous jump in prices, emabling us to
ool al last year’s price, 25¢ per Ib.

Somerville’s

NEXT STANDARD BANK, CHATHAM
"Phoae 36.
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1 do not know whether to regard ber
as the victim of her husband's imbecil-
ity or of some vile robber’s cuplidity.
Can you find the key to the other
drawer?”’

“1 will try.” 5

“Suppose you begin. then. by looking
on ber person. It should be in her

The perfect serenity of her countenance |
struck him.

pocket, if 'no marauder has been here.” i
“J¢ is not in ber pocket.” 7
“Hanging to her neck, then, by a

string.”
“No; there Is a locket here, but no |
key. A very handsome locket, Mr.{

Sutherland, with”—

“Never mind, we will see that later;
it is the key we want just now.”

“Good heavens!”

“What is it7”

“It is in her band; the one that lies
underneath.”

“Ah! A point, Fenton.”

“A greatpoint.” T

“Stand by her, Fenton.. Doun’tlet any
one rob her of that key till the coroner
at liberty to take

comes and we are

>

“1 will not leave her for an instant.”

“Meanwhile, I. will put back these
books.”

He had scarcely done so when a
fresh arrival oc I It was one of
the village clergymen !
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o CHAPTER 1V,
A MYSTERIOUA WOMAN,
This gentleman Las some Infor

mation to give. As Le was retugnng
home from the bedside of a sick patis
joner-some littje ti before
been run against on tls very o

by a man rushing out of the gateway
in a state of great agitatfon. This man
ueld something in his hand that glit

e
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Makes Child’s Play of Wash Day

5“‘]95-.5
is a pore haed which has remark-
o e e
fng. SURPRISE really makes Child"s
Play !wash day, Try it yoursell,

ST. CROIX SOAP MFPQ. €O
St. Stephes, N.B.

By A

Auther of ‘The Leavenworth

The 'Mystery of Agatha Webb. :

nna Katharine Green.
Case,” “Lost Man’s Lane, “Hand

—p— "
Copyright, 1900, by Anna Katharine Green.

tered, and, though Lhe eLCUULLET Dear
Iy upset them both, ¢ bad not stopped
to utter an apology, but stumbled
away into the darkness in a dazed and
feeble way, showing that he was
neither young nor active. The minister
had not been able to see his face, but
noticed the ends of a long beard blow-
ing over his shoulder &3 he hurried
away.

Philemon was a clean shaved: man.
Asked if'be could give the time of his
encounter, he replied that it was after
11 and before 12, for he was in his own
house by 12. !

“Did you look up at these windows

\ before leaving?’ asked Mr. Fenton,

for this intérview had taken place in
the presence of the dead.

I must bave, for 1 now ;remember
they were both lighted.”

“Were the shades up?”’

“] think not, or 1 should have noticed
the ceiling of the roomh. I remember

seeing nothing.” o
“How were the shades when you

broke into the house this morning ¥’
fnquired Mr. Sutberland of the con-
stable. « ¢

“Just as they are now; we have mov-
ed wothing. The shades were both
down—one of them over an open win-
dow.” :

“Well, we may find this encounter
of Mr. Crane’s of decided importance.”

“] wish I had seen the man's face,”
remarked the latter.

“What did the object look:like you
saw glittering in his hand?’

1 should not like to  venture an
opinion, I saw it butan instant.”

“Could it have beén a knife or an old
fashiloned dagger?”’

“It might have been.” N
“Alas, poor Agatha! That money,
gomething she so despised, should

cause the death of a creature so grand
and simple!” Unhappy life, unhbappy
dcath! Fentan, 1 shall always mourn
for Agatha Webb.”
“Yeot she seems to have found peace
last.” sald the minister,” “1 bave
neser seen. her look so contented.”
Then leading Mr. Sutheriand aside he
w higpered; “What 13 It you say about
money? -iiad shke any considerable
amount of=1t? [ -ask because Ip spite
of their humble means of liviug she al-
ways put a genewus donation on the
plate, and 1 bave received more than

k onice during my pastorate an unexpect"

¢dly large and anonymong contribution
for certain charities. As it was always
for sick or suffering childreft 1"~

“Yes, yes. 1 have no doult it camé
from her. She was by nd means poor,
though 1 myself never knew the extent
of her means till lately. Philemon was
a good business man once, but they ev-
fdently preferred to live simply, baving
no children living”—

“They have lost six, 1 have been
told.”

“8o the Porchester folks say. They
probably had no heart for display or
for even the simplest luxuries. At all
events they did wot Indulge In them.”

“Philemon has long been past indulg-
ing in anything.”

“Oh, he likes his comfort, znd be has
had it too. Agatha never stinted him.”

“But why do you think her death
was due to her having money 7"

“She had a large sum In the house,
and there are some who knew this.”
_*And Is it gone?”

‘ “That we shall know later.”

As the coroner arrived at this mo-
ment the minister's curiosity had to
walt. Fortunately for his equanimity
no one had the presumption to ask him
to leave the room,

The coroner was a man of but few
words and but little given to emotion.
Yet they were surprised at his first
question,

“Who Is the young woman who Is
standing outside there, the only one In
the yard?”

Mr. Sutherland, moving rapidly to
the window, drew aside the shade.

“It is Miss Page, my housekeeper's
niece,” he explasped. “lI do not under-
stand her interest in this affair. She
followed me here from the house and
could hardly be got to leave this room,
into which she intruded herself agalust
my express command.”
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‘“But look at ber attitude.” It was
Air. Fenton who spoke. “She's crazier
than Philemon, it seems to me.”

There was some reason for this re-
mark. Guarded by the high fence from
the gnze of the pushing crowd without.

.she stood upright and immovable in the

middle of the yard, like one on watch.
The hood which she had dropped from
her head when she thought her eyes
and smile might be of use to ber in the
furtherance of ‘ber. plans bad been
drawn over it again,.so that she looked
piore like-a statue in gray than a liv-
fng. breathing woman. Yet there was
menace in her attitude and a purpose
in the solitary stand she took in that
cirele of board girded. grass which
caused a thrill in the breast of those
who luoked at her from that chamber
of death.

“A mysterious young woman,” mut-
tered the minister.

“And one that | nelther countenance
nor understand.” interpolated = Mr.

Sutherland. *1 ‘have § shown her
the dispteasure | feel at Der actions by

. dismissing her from my ho se.”

The coroner gave him a quick look,
seemed about to speak, but changed
bis mind-and turned toward the dead

woman.

CHAPTER V.
BLOOD ON THE GRASS.

The Inquiries which followed elicit-
ed one or two new facts. First, that
all the doors of the house were found
unlocked, and, secondly, that the con-
gtable had been among the first to
come In, so that'he could vouch that
no disarrangement had been made in
the rooms with the exception of
Batsy's removal to the bed.

Then. his attention being drawn to
the dead woman, he digcovered the
key In her tightly closed hand.

“Where does this key lwlun;?" Lia
sgked. z

They showed him the draivers in the
cupboard.

“One is empty,” 8&id Mr. ‘ButheMand.
4]t the other Is found to be in the
same condition, - then her' money has
been taken. That key she holds sbhould
open both these drawers,”

“Then let it be made use of at once.
It 1s Important that we should know
whether theft has been committed here
as well as murder,” And drawing the
key out he handed it to Mr. Fenton.

The constable immediately unlocked
the drawer and brought it and its con-
tents to the table.

“No tiioney here,” said he.

“But papers as good as moiey,"” an-
nounced . the docter, “Bee, here are
deeds jand more than otie valnable
bond. T judge that she was 4 richer
womaitr than any of us knew.”

Mr. SButherland meantime was look-
Ing with an alr of disappointment into
the now empty drawer. -

“Just as 1 feared,” sald ha, “She
has been robbed of her ready money.
It was deubtless In the other drawer.”

“How came she by the key, then?”

“That Is one of the mysteries of the
affalr. This murder is by no means a
gimple one. 1 begin to think we shall
find it full of mysteries”

“Batsy's death, for Instance?”’

“Oh, yes, Batsy! [ had forgotten
that she was found dead too.”

“Without a wound, doctor.”

»She had heart disease, 1 doctored
ber for it. The fright has killed her.”

“The look of her face confirmed

To be Continuel.
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Johnny Agan, 2:00Y, is cne of the fast-
est new pacevs out this year.

Harry O, 2:06%, is the only horse; trot-
ter or pacer, that has started and won
money at every grand ciicuit meeting
this season.

Mazette, 2:07Y, who was distanced in
the first heat of the 2:08 pace at Hart-
ford in 2:07%, is said to hdve worked the
track there in 2004 3 laves,

8ir Aleantara; 2:10, over the half mile
track at Pontiae. ills, the other dpy, in
Alcantara's second pew 2:10 ‘pacér for
1900, Oscvar L, 2:0815, was the first.

Now that Ace, 2:001, is dead, Free
Bond, 2:0014, is the fustest. pacer owned
in Canada and, acedrding to one eritic, the
“handsomest road borse in the world,”

The 5-vearold chestnut stallion Jet-
frey, son of Allerton, 2:0014. and Elloree,
2:08%., won the 240 trot over the half
mile track at Middleiown, N, X,, recent-
ly, taking a record of 2:20%.

It is said that a O3-year-old filly in
Frank Jackson's stable at Belmont park,
Philadelphia, by Willard, a son of Wik
ton, 2:19%, and out of a thoroughbred
mare, is trotting halves in 1:10,

being the sire of the two fastest horses
racing this season by one sgnmm ‘L hese
are the grand eirewit pacing stars Frank
Bogash, 2:03%, and Harry O, 2:00%.
Jockey J. Morgan, the half breed Indi-
an who rode some years ago for Marcus
M,ﬂomvrﬂh‘h&u«h.ndhl
recent cublegram states he has secured
a-d engagement with an Austrian sta-,

McKerron in 2:00% to wagon at

Cleveland matinee Sept. 8, the quarters

were trotted in 32%, 821% and 824
remarkable plee”

seconds respect.vely, &
of satins.
sl

7O CURE ACOLD IN ONE DAY.
E 3 g ‘

-

| sk far Minard's and take 80 other, 4

Atlantie King, 2:00%, has the-honor of |
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ONE LESSON’;E!‘GUGE

YHE STORY OF AN ENGINEER WHO
SLEPT WHILE ON DUTY.

& Thrilling Ride the End of Which
Seemed to Threatem =& m-l_
Wreek and Awful Loss of Life—A
Karrow and Lucky Escape. 5

“There is something about railroading

that conduces to sleep. It may be the

vamble that causes drowsivess, it may

be the long hours on duty, but in many

eases, in my judgment, it is the failure

of the employees to secure peeded rest

when they have the opportunity. During

my 20 years' experience as a driver of

thelronhomlknewothundredoo!

severe wrecks due entirely to some obe

being ‘asleep on the post of duty.’ Even

the responsibility imposed on the man

would pot have the effect of causing him

to keep awake.”

The speaker was one of the oldest rail-

road engineers in the country, who, aftes

-20 years in charge of the throttle of a

locomotive. voluntarily resigned to seek
other pursuits not so dangerous or excit-
Ing. A question or.two about the old
times put the ex-railroader in a talkative
mood, and he continued:

“But once in my pmlroad career did 1
turn my engine over to my fireman and
go back to the caboose for a little rest,
and the narrow escape that I then had
trom a severe wreck and the killing and
wounding of hundreds of sleeping passen-
gers tanght me a lesson that was never
forgotten. The incident occurred in Illi-
pois in February, 1879. At that time I
was running an engine pulling a fast
treight on the Illinois Central railroad.
My fireman was a young man whom I
had instructed in all that he knew about
cailroading. My health was not of the
best at that time, as 1 had been an an-
nual victim of the ague that pervades
southern Illinois, and my system was
shattered from the ‘shakes.’ “In addition
there was some sickness among the mem-
bers of my family, with the result that
my nights at home would be broken up
in looking after the comfort of the loved
snes. - Business on the railroad was brisk,
and there was a heavy passenger traffic
due to the annual Mardi Gras celebration
in New Orleans.

“On the -night in question my traia
was running south. I had a b4 feot
Rogers engine and was hauling 40 lvad-
ed cars. Afong sbout 10 o'clock I found
that I could hardly keep my eyes open.
The road ahead of me was clear of trains
for an hour or more. About the only
thing of importance in view was to meet
and pass the Chicago express at Makan-
da, which was 24 miles away. [ then
yielded to temptation. Placing my fire-
man in charge of the throttle, with the
bead brakeman to do the firing, I went
hack to the caboose to secure a little rost.
1 should ot have taken this step if 1 had
not reposed every confidence in my fire-
man, and I believed that he was thor
oughly competent to run the engine.

“How long 1 slept 1 do not know, but
I awoke with the premonition that sowe-
thing was wrong. As 1 regained wmy
senges 1 reglized by the swaying of the
train that it was rununing much faster
than it would have been had I been In
charge of the throttle. There was a
heavy down grade for five miles to the
point where 1 was to meet the express,
and my first thought was that we bhad
struck the grade and gained the lmpofns.

“Springing to my feet, I hurried out
the [ront door of the caboose and climb-
ed to the top of the first freight car, The
sight that met my eyes nearly paralyzed
me, There in full view I saw the head-
light of the heavily faaded express train
waiting #t Makanda for my train to
take the sidetrack and permit it to pass.
How 1 got over that train to my engine
1 hardly know. But I did,

“lamping. down on the tender, 1
sprang inte the cab, shut off the throttle
ana took other means to rogut‘c the mo-
mreatum, 1 glaiced at my fireman. Je
‘was sound asleep on the seat. The head
brakeman kept him company on. the oth:
or side. 1 realized that it was utterly
Itttwossible to stop ithe speed of the train,
and } had yigions of the awful wreck
that wosld follow, My engine wis mak-
ing 45 miles an hour, being propelle} by
the heavily inden cars in the rear, and
cerfain destruction seemed to face the
sxpress and the bundreds of sleeping
passengers,

“As the rules required that I should
stop and, after the head brakeman had
opeped the switch, should pull by the
passenger train there seemed to be no
way to avert the disaster. Al these
thoughts flew through my braim in a
twinkling, and as I expected to meet
death at my post I wondered who would
care for my two boys who would become
orphans.

“Fortunately the siding was 1 short
one, and that fact, coupled with my rep-
ntation as a careful engineer, prevented
the disaster at the critical moment and
saved the lives of many. The engineer
of the passenger train divined from the
rumble made by my train that something
unusual had happened. He told me aft-
erward that he knew I would not hive
wpproached that meeting place at such a
rate of speed if everything was all right.
“When my train was about 300 yards
from the express, I saw a man run from
the engine of the express and throw the
switch for me. At the same time I could
see by the swinging of a lantern in the
rear of the express that the switch at the
other end of the siding had also been
opened. The disaster had been averted.
My train dashed on to the sidetrack, past
the express and then out on the main
track again at the rate of 85 miles an
hour, and | could not bring it to a stand-
still until I was more than two miles past
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Can you arfanze these six different rrwugﬂ of letters inte the names of six well known and popuiar holidus
S ITOU CAN SHARK IN THE DINTRIBUTION OF THE ABOVE. We propose to glve away oo and
those who enter thix contest and will work for our i READ

cash amounting to $100.00 In Gold, among
AEFTILY REMEMBER WE DO NOT WANT ONE CEXT OF YOUR MONEY WHEN YOU ANSWER
TH I8 CONTEST, In making the six names, the lothers cah OBl be used in their own groups, and as many tis
a8 they appear in each individual group, and no letter can be used which does not appear in its own gros
you have arranged the siy groups and Yormed the six correct names, write them out plainly and sen
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You can keep
the Fire Going

FROM IRE FALL TILL RPRING
IN THE NEW

Imperial
Oxford
Range

On jess than olhéf finges require—aid ¥ou
moment’s notice for nyaling yau wishy .
This range’ cannot & equalled for ease of ¢dnltol aid seotioiy with fus!—It%
the newest and best ‘‘stove thing” ever made, ;
See its many patented improvements for yourself.

Geo, Stephens & Co., Chatham

iqp find the oven always ready at &
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The Gurney Foundry Co., Ltd., Toronto, Wirnipeg. Vancouver.

Those who are Lookiag for ;. A
A Good Substantial. ...

.
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__|Christmas
' Present

For their friends, whether man, woman or child,
will find the right thing at Geo. Stephens & Co.
They have children's sets, they bave all
kinds of household utensils for the wcmean, they
have buggies, sleighs, harness, robes, and pearly
amtblng you can think of that would make a
good present fcr a man. In fact, the line of
goods that \hey carry cannot be found io any other
one .';“:dw‘h:::‘ in \!luum g.oth::io
ir are always their goods
are purchastd in the chieapest market for ¢ash,
and are always of a good quality, Remember
that no cheap trashy gocds sre there, so if
jyou want a good do not look further but

come to us.
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